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COVERNMINT OF BENGAL. 


GO\»E{lNqp OP BENGAL. , 

His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Victor Alexander Oeorob |pBxiT 
Bttlwar-Lyttox, Jlwl of LjJton, p.c., o.c.s.i., o.c.i.e. (on /eave). 
His Excellency Sir Hron Lansdown Stephenson, k.c.i.e., o.s.i. 
(Scfctn^). 


, MEMBiiP^ OF THE*EXECUTiyE COUNCIL. 

The Hon'^e Mr. J. Donald^ c.s.i., in charge of the follow- 

ing portfolio : — 

1. Fiijanefe. 

2. Separate ReTenne. 

3. Commerce and Indnstrial subjects 

4. Marine. 

5. Education. 

6. Public Works. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja Kshacnish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia, 
in charge of the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue, 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areaf^. 

4. Irrigation. 

5. Medical administration, including hospitals, di%(hwsariei^and 

aaylums and provision fop medical education. 

6. Local Self-Government. 

# 



]|eNQAL. 

The Hon'bl« ^Nawab Bahadur .Saiyid Kawab Ali Chau^^oei, £haa 
Bal|adur, c.i.Av iiYchafga^of the following portfolios: — 

1. Emigration. ^ 

2. Immigration. 

2 . irurisdicticm. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

5. Forests*. * 

C 

0 ^. Agriculture and industries. 

7. Excise. 

8. Registration. 

The Hon^le*Mr. L. Bieley, c.s.i., c.i.e., i.c.s., in chjM^e of • the 
following portfolios : — 

1. Appointment. 

€ 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 

and standarch, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. * ^ 

6. Jails. 

7. Jyudicial. 

8 Legislative, including the Executive Administration of the 
Legislative Department and elections for Indian and 
Provincial Legislatures, subject to rules framed under 
sections 64 (/) and 72 (n) of the Government of India Act. 



goverAuemt of benclaL ■ it 

PBnJcii>AL OFFICES OF THE BENOAL^EGISLAmK 
•COTJNfIL. 

Phesidekt. 

The^Hon’bfe ^uq|ar Srib Sbekhake^war Rai. 

Deputy Pbssidekt. 

% 

Dr. Abdullah Al-Mamun Suhrawardt. 

i 

♦ 

Panel of Oharnien^ for the Tiveaty*thiril Seeeiofi. 

Babu Jatindha Nath Bash. % 

Mr. At, L. Travers, c.i.e., o.b.e, 

Maulvi Ekbamul Huq. 

Raja Manmatha Nath Rat CHAuffkuRi of Santosh. 

Secretary to the Council — J. Bartley, i.c.s. (on leaved A. DE C» 
Williams, i.c.s, (Offg.), 

f 

Assistant Secretaries to the Council— -A. M. HuTCHfsoN (on leave) 
K. N. Majumdar, and J. W. McKay (Offg.). 

Registrar to Hie Council — M, Mckhek/i (Offg.). 




PENCI^L UQISUITIVE OOUNOIL 
ALPHABETICAL LIBT OF MCMBCm, 


A 

Addy, Babu Amulya*Dhone. (Bengal Kational Ubamber of Commaroa.) 
Ahamad, Maulvi Asimuddin. •[Tippers (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Maulvi Tayebuddin. ^ymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Zannoor. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Saadar Mahafesuddin. [Bakarganj West iMuhamm^lan). ] 
Ahsanullah, Mollah. fRajshahi North (Muhammadan).] 

Aley, Khan Bahadur S. Maliboob. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 
Ali, Maalvi Sayyed^ Sulftn. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Mymeusingh East (Muhammadan).] 


B 

Bagchi„Babu Romes Chandra. [Malda (Nqj-Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Banerjea. Dr. I'raniathnnuth. [Cahiitta East (Noii-Miihammudan).] 
Banerjee, Babu Satya Kishoie. (Burdwan Landholders.) 

Banerjee, Mr. A. C. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Abinash Chandra. (Nominate^ Non-official.) 
Burma, Rai Sahib Panchanan, M.B.E. [Rangpur (Nou-hBrhammadan).] 
Barton, Mr. H. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Basu, Babu Sarat Chandra. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Birley, the Hon ble Mr. L., C.S.I., C.I.E. (Member* Executive 
Council.) 

Biswas, Mr. Abdul Latif, B.L. [Dacca* We^ (Rural^ Muhammad^.] 
Bose, Babu Bejoy Krishna. (Calcutta University. * 


0 

» 

Chakravarti, Mr.^Byomkes. [24-Parganas Rural South (N<»-Muhain- 
^an).] , ^ 

Chakfavarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (NonaMuhamma- 
dan).] • • 

Chakravoh^', Babu Sudarsan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] * 

Chatteijee, Babu limes Chandra. (Bankura East (Non-Huham- 
madan).] 



Vi iLPHABmCAL LKT bv USMBlltS.* 

• • 

ChAU<^uri^ the ^on'hle Xamb Bahadur^ Saiyid Ali, Khan 

rijlhadur, C.I.E. | (Mimber, Executive Council.) i / 

jAiaudhuriy Rai HarendraSath.^^ [24-Pargana8 Bura^ North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] •# ^ 

Cha\idhui^% Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq. [Chittagong* (Mu!hammadan)f] 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Saiyed Abdur Rob. [Faridpur South (l^uham- 
madan).] . , • # • 

Child, Mr. R. H*. (Benga^bamber of Commerce.) , ^ 

ChowAhury, Maulvi Fazlal Aarim. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Chuncier, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. [Calcutta North Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] • 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-o$cial.) 

Cooper, Mr. C. 0. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Corcoraq^ lir. B. J. [Dacca and Chittagong (European)^* 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. (Indian Teh Association.) 

• t 

0 , 

• 

Das, Babu Charu Chandra. (Nominated Non-official.) • 

Das, Dr. Mohini Mohan. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhjimmadan).] 

Das, Tiai Bahadur Amar Nath. (Nominated Official.)* 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muhaminadan).] 
Datta, Babu Akhil Chaiyjra. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan)^ 

Daud, Mr. M. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Davie, Mr. J. Couper. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

De, Mr. K. C., C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Dey, Babu Boroda Prosad. [Hooghly Municipal (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Donald, the Hc^ ble Mr. J., C.S.I., C.I.E. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Doss, Ilai Bahadur Pvari Lai, M.B.E. [Dacca City (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Drummond, Mr. J. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Dutt, Mr. G. S. (Nominated Official.) 

F 

Fafoqui, Khan Bahadur 'K. G. M. (Nominated Non-official.) 
Forrester, Mr. J. Cfampbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 



% 

Gafur, M|ulvi Abdul. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
danguly^ Babu Khagendra Nath. [Howrah Municipal ^on- 
Muhaipmadan).] ^ 

Ghutnari*, Hadji Mr, A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan. [Mymensingh Weat 
* (Muhammadan).] f • 

Goenka, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 
Ouhatifr. P. N. (Nominaled Non-official.) 



iLPBABETICiL IIST OF KEUBEIfe. ru 

H 

&ar,Slr. S. N. [Calcutta *Soutli ^on-iluiiaAmadan).] 

Ehan Bah^ur ka<i ZahiruL [Dicca East Rural (Huhanunadan ) . ] 
Qaq, Sllak S^ed Emdadul, [Tippera (Muhammadan).] • 

Mehrd» Major-General Richaitl, C.I.£., M.D., K.H.S., I.M.S. 
nftted O&cial.) ^ 

Hodgaon, “Mr. R.15. (Noniinatad Official.) • • 

Hopkyns, Mr. W.*S., O.B.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Hoque, Maulvi Sayedul. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Hossain, Maulvi Wahed. [l^rrackpore Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Hossain» ^awab MushaiTuf, Khan Bahadur. [Malda ntm Jalpaiguri 
(Muhaftmndan).] • 

Huq, Maulvi fikramul. [Murshidabad (Muhammadan).] • 

Huq*Mr. Mlhbubul. ^24>ParganaB Jlunicipal (Muhammadanf] 


James, Mr. F. E., O.B.E. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
Jennnway, Mr. J, H. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Joardar. Maulvi* Aftab Hossain. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 

K 

Jihaitan, JJabu J)ebi Prosad. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Abdur Raschid. [Noakhali (Muhammadans^] 

Khan, Maulvi Amanat. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Maulvi Mahi Fddin. [Rangpur East (Muhamnwan).] 

L 

Lai Mahammad, Haji. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan), j 
Law, Raja Reshee Case, C.I.E. (Bengal National diamber of 
Commerce.) 

Lindsay, Mr. J. H., I.C.S. (Nominated*Officfal.) 

M 

Muhammad, Maulvi Basar. [Rangpnr West (Muhammadan^] 
Maity, Babu Mahendra Nath. [Midnapore South (No«-Muham« 
madan).] * . 

Matih, Mr. Syed M. [Faridpur North (Muhammadan).} 

McAlpin, Mr. M. C., C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) 

KcEenxie* Mr. D. P. (Bengal CShambef of Commerce.) 

Mitra, Baku Jogendra Nath. [Jeasore South (Non-Muhammad%p).] 
Mitra, Babu JSatyendra Chandra. [Nfoakhalf (Non-Muhammadan).] 



iLFHABmOAL LIST OF HBMBEBS. 


tiii' 

Hitter, Sir Prorleh (Jiun/ler,* Kt., €.I.E., (Presidency Yfandkolden.) 
JCobefly, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Moreno, Dr. H. W. B. (Ang^Indian.) 

Morgan, Mr. G. (Bengal Ghamoer of Commem.) 

Muloerjea, Babu Taraknatb. [Hoogbly Bnral (l^n-Mbbammadanjt.] 
Mukerji, Mr. S. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

N 

Nand^, Mabaraj Enmar Sris Chandra. [MursMdabad (Non-Mobam- 
madan).] f ^ 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Pargana8 Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Nazimudditi, Mr. Khwaja, C.I.E. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 
Neogi, %abu Manmohon. [Mymensingh (Non-M^ammadan).] 

< 

P 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. [Mymensingh We^t (Muham- 
madan).] 

Patterson, Mr. D. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Philij), Mr. J. Y. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Q 

Quader, Maulvi Abdul. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

R 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur, K.C.S.I. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. (Dacca Fniversity.) 

Raikat, Mr. Prasauna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babif Abanish Chandra. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Anilbaran. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rny, Babu Nagendra Naray&n. [Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan),] 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. [24-Pargana5 Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray^ Dr. dSMmid Sankar. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
^Ray, Hon’ble Kumar ^hib Shekhareswar. (Bajshahi l^and- 
holders.) 

iRay, tl^ Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish Chandra of Nadia. 

(Men^r, Executive Council.) * f 

Ray Chsfudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 
flay Ohaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath, o! Santosh. (Dacca Land- 
holders ) 


* TwMtvi of the Beac*! L«taiatlr« Coonett. 



*Ai:Pfl&BETICiL U6T OF kSlZBEElf. - tt 

Bftbn Mtmiuatha Natb. [HowTab tRiiral ^NoyaMubam madia).] 
Ba^u Satcowripati. [dajputta Nortb-TFeat iNon-Mubamina')ia&)J 
Rpjr, Dr. Bidban Cbandra. [24*Pa^zii& Municipal North (Noa- 
, Mubammadih).] • 

Roy, Mr^ D. ¥. I^essore North (N^n-Mobammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Ejyan Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Mubammadan).] 

Roy, flr. S. N.^ I.C.S. dominated Official.) 

Roy, Mr. Tarit B?usan. (Benglil Mabajan Sabba.J • 

Roy, Raja'Manilofl Singh, C.I.E., of Cbafdigbi^. [Burdwan (Non- 
Muhammadan).]* * 

Roy Chau (Diuri, Babu Sailaja aNath. [Khulna (Non-Mubammadan).] 
Roy Cboudburi, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Mubammadan^.] * 


Salaiu, ivnan i3aaaaur iuaaivu adous. [.jesnore North (Muham- 
madan).] ^ • 

Sarkar, Babu Hemanta Kumar. * [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Msiilvi Allah Buksh. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Sarker, Babu Naliniranjan. [Mymensingh East (Non-lfuhammadan).] 
Sasmal, Mr. B. N. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Mr. N. C. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Gupia, Mr. J. M. [Chittagong (Non-Miiiammadan).] 

Simp'^ou, Mr, J. W. A, (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Singha, Mr. Arun Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Skiiinei, Mr. S. A. (Bengal Ch amber of Commerce.) 

Stapleton, Mr. II. E. (Nominated (Official.) 

•Siihrawardy, Dr. A. [24-Parganas Rural (Muhammadtji),] 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 


T 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajib Uddin. [Bogra Muhammadan).] 

Travers, Mr. W. L., C.I.E., O.B.E. [Rajshahi (European)!] 

V 

Villiers, Mr. Edward. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

Wilson, Mr. R. B., C.I.E. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

« 

Y 

Tasin, Maulvi Muhammad. [Burdwan Division North (ifubam-* 
madan).] 


* Oeputjr Prwkkat ot tie Btug*! Ugieietarf CotUKtt. 




THE BENGAL LEGISlXtIVE COUNCIL 
* PROCEEDINGS. 

(OfliciSl Report tff tin Twenty-third Sauten.) 

OLUME XXIII. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Eall, Calcutta, 
on Monday, the 16th August. 192(), at 3 p.m. 

* % 

Present: 

• • 

The Bfon’ble the Presidiuit t^umar Shid ^hkkharfswaji Ray) in 
the Chair, ^he four Hou'ble Members of the Executive Council and 
105 nominated and elected member>. 


Oath or affirmation. 

The following members made an oath or afiirmation of their allegiance 
to the Crown : — 

(1) Mr. G. S, Drrr, r.r.s. 

(2) Sardah MAHAFKzroDi^ Ahmed. 

Obituary Refereiioe. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gemi .EMEX OF THE COUNCIL, I have to convey 
to you the sad news of the death of one o^ our^old c olleagues, the late 
Khan Bahadur Amin-ul-Islnm. He sat in the old Bengal Ijegislati^e 
Council from March, 1919, to August, 1920, as an official member. 
Se waa also for some time a member of the Council 

In his death the Government have ]pst a loyal and faithful Servant 
and the province a devoted son. The Khan Bahadur died in^ harness ^ 
after x^ny years of useful service rendered to Government ami to his 
countr^ He was first appointed to Government service as a Beputy 
Magistrate and Deputy Collecter in 1894 and rose steadily Infill the 
responsible*pbsition of the Inspector-General of Registration which ho ^ 
was holding at the time of his death. 



• S : 


qubSi^ons. 


Avb. 


Tbe KhaE Batiadj^r was a man of great piety, who inspired the 
confidence and fiSist |and« I may say, the affection of persons drawn 
Irom 'all classes of tie community witlf whom he came in cSntadtT 
Gentleman of the Council, 4rith your penjissionifl shall ask the 
Beciptary to convey to the members of the family of |he late Khan 
Bahadur the sympathy of the Council in their great bereavement. 
I would now ask you kindly to rise in yo^r places as a mar|c of 
respect to the l^teKhan Bahadur Amili-ul-fslam. * ^ • 

(All the membei^ then rose in their seats.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank you, gentlemen, llie Secretary will take 
the usual action. 


Panel of Choirmen. 

• § I 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In accordance with the provisions of Rule 3 
of the Bengal Legislative Council Rules, fe20. 1 nominate the following 
members of the Council to form a pa*nel of four Chairmen for tdie 
ensuing session, viz.: — 

Babu Jatindra Kath Basf. 

Mr. W. L. Travers. 

Haulvi Ekramfl Hgu. 

Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhtri, of San tosh. 

Unless^ othei’wise arranged, the senior member among them present 
in the above order named will preside over the deliberations of this 
Council in my^ibsence and in the absence of the Deputy President. 


StaittS Qimtioiit 

(to wMoh oral Mfirari woro given). 

SottlMiiont opsration on oiior »» lands of the MurthidaiNMl District. 

Mauivi EKRAHUL HUQ: <a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
char^^ of IhiAipartment of Revenue (Lands) be pleased to state in how 
many dISes aection 180 (J) of the Bengal Tenancy Act vas applied in 
declaring char lands as non-chars in the various riparian districts in the 
province P • 

(6) Is it a fact that large areas of land exist in the dist^ci of • 
Murthidmd which have long ceased to exist as char lands P 

(f) Is it a fO<$t that settlement operation is going on in^the district 
of Mugdiidabad P 



1 ^.}^ ^ Qjmmam. t 

^ l8 it ja fact that lands whioK Itavs loag ceaawd to bo cW k&ds 

aiii ltill being recorded as cJmr lauds in the stttl€%ien^O)peration m tb* 
o4 IfiurshidabadP ^ ‘ 

I («) Are the Government contemplaAar makinn the nrovisiou of the 
latr really effective? 

MiMBER* in ohar^ of OERARTMENT of REVENUE 
[LANDS] (tba tINVbla MNiarata Kahiuniili Ctimir» Ray BaliMlur 
of Nailii): to (t) The information is nof available, hut enquiries 

are being made. • 

Maiaivi IkRAMUL HUQ: Is it not a fact that this matter was 
brought to fhe notice of Goverifment by the Settlement Department 
some time ago? 

• «• 

Tha Hon’Ma Maharula VSHAUNIIH CHANDRA RAY lalMdur 

of Nadta! Tes; very recently.* 

• 

MauHri SKRAMUL HUQs Is it not a fact that if this matter is 
shelved for the present, nothing can be done by the Settlement Depart- 
ment? 

Mr. RJIE8IDENT: That is a matter of opinion, I believe. 


Suapansion of court busintw for duma prayort. * 


Mauivi AMANAT KHAN; (a) Is the Hnn’ble '.Member in 

charge of the Appointment Department aware that effect has not yet 
been given in the Judicial Department to the orders coi|||ined in 
Government letter No. 786-90 A.D., dated the 16th May, 192^ regard- 
ing suspension of all court business from 12-30 to 2 p.m. on Fridays? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason for not giwng effects to the orders? 


(c) Has the Hon'ble Member taken any step to gfve effetrt to those 
orders? 


MIMRIR In ttmai til ARPOINTMINT DIMRTMINT (tht 
NaiVblO Mr. L. B||1oy)f (a) and (r) Effect has been givonP to the * 
orders ip criminal and tevenue courts, but not in civil couAs ftnd 
sessions courts, 

(6) The Aiders were directed only to criminal and revenue courts * 
and civil courts and sessions courts. 



QUESTIONS. . tl6i» Ato. 

tiMpMMiM tf Mlirt iMMiMik far ima pnyira. „ 




. , Mmivi AMi^Af KHANi (<i).WiU the Hon'bie Member » 

charge of the Appointment jDep^iment be pleaged to stat^ whether the 
Government letter No. 786-90 A. I)., dated theo 16th ^•Jnne, 19S5, is 
apphcahle to civil courts and to the court of sessions? • 


{h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hosi’ble Mouther 
be pleased to state^the reasons why cc^urt ^uSinesi not suspended in 
the said courts on Frida, as required under the,#aid letter? 

Hon'bif Mr. L. BIRLEY: (a) The lettef is not applicable to 
civil courts and sessions courts. 


(6) Does not arise. 


UntUrr^ Quattiom 

(tmwtrs to whioli worr liH on the toblo). 


Doputy aiKl Aaoislant JMIorg, 

1. Maulvi ZANNOOR AHMED: (a) Will the Hop’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Kevenue (Jails) be pleased to state the 
relative duties of Deputy Jailors and Assistant Jailors? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Assistant Jailors even now have to* perform 
the executive duties of the jail? 

(c) Are the Assistant Jailors entitled to wear uniforms and to go 
on rounds!* 

(d) Is it a«.fact that the Superintendent ot the Presidency Jail 
has asked for the appointment of more Deputy Jailors as it is not 
l>ossible for one Deputy Jailor to do all the executive duties of the 
Central Jail? 

{e) Is it a fact that prisoners are now left entirely in the hands 
of warders and head warders? 


tMEMBBR kl oliarfpi ^ DEPARTMENT of REViNUi [MILE] 
(tllO HOfl'bIt Mr* L Birloy): (a) Deputy Jailors are part of the executive 
service; Assistant Jailors belong to the clerical service. 


{b) ^ffi^^fisistant Jailors still perform executive duties. 

<c) Aieiatant Jaibrs have bten allowed to retain their anifonii. 
Gome of them go on rounds. 


(d) The Superintendent, Presidency Jail, asked for four Deputy 
Jailors^she for the release branch, one for the admission branch, ^ 
one lor the hiipnciai branch, and one for the warder e^iJiiUshmeiii 


( 0 ) No. 



QUESTIONS. ' 

»■ 

UmnptoyiMrt in (Mgiitta. 

; |1. |kr. n. BARTON ] Vi I« the Hoatle Member iu eh^fg« of 
t)4 Departmwit of Agriculture and alndjbtries* aware of the acute 
0^ition of unemployment now prevailing in Calcutta m affecting 
all communitifsP . ^ ^ 

(6) Whai steps, if any, do the< Government intend taking to 
ameliorate thesg app^^tiotk^ ^ ^ 

MEMKR in of DEPARTMENII of ACrIoULTURE oml 
INDUSTRIES (tho |1on*blo MamA BMur StiyiS Noivab AlioOlioii* 
StHIlif Khin Bahodur)! (o) government are aware that there is a 
certain aijtount of unemployment among all classes. 

(h) The* member is referrid to the reply given to question 
No. CXXXI on the 18tb March, 1926. A statement shon^n^ further 
action taken** since that^ d^te is placed on tlie Library table. 

Proposal of CaloiftttJSorpA'Otion to tax ^oitional inititutiont. 

3. Mr. H. BARTON: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member in charge 

of the Deimrtment of Education In* pleased to state whethw he is 
aware — * 

ti) llecision of the Calcutta Coriwration to bring schools 
• under taxation ; , 

(ii) that Anglo-Indians and Indians hitherto were exempted from 
such taxation ; and 

(in) of the distressful jMwition which must result from %uch deci- 
sion? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of making 
a provision for further grants to these institutions to the extent of 
the taxes they will be required to pay? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUOAJION (the 
Hon’Mo Mr. 3. Dotialll)! (») (>) to (Hi) Government understands that 
the Corporation of Calcutta have not arrjved ^t any si^h decision, Lut 
have under consideration the question of the polh’y to be followed in 
regard to grants to educational institutions. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Hon’blo tN ProcidoiR'i movo to Dar|foliiig« 

4. ^ Mr. i. N. HAL\IAR: (n) Will the Hon’ble Member m chargt 
of the Legislative Department be pleased to state whether t^JIon'hle 
the Presi^nt of the Bengal Legislative Council hod beeiwto Darjeeling 
oUey his appointment as such President? 


2 



Aoo. 


QTTESTIDlrS. 

m • 

(h) If so/did lie draw any travellmg allowAiice from GovenunentF 

(c) *ff the ansvc^r to (hjlia in the afBmftitive, what waa the nmonnt 

of aucli travelling alio^ance#^ ^ * 

(d) Under what rule® was the travelling alloovance/df any, drawn f 

MEMBER in oharga of LECI8LATIVE OEPARTJiENT (tho 
Hon’Mf Mr. L« Birf^)s (a) Yes. At the isequest of Hia Excellency 
the Governor while* Darjeeling was th^ headquarters of Government. 

(6)^ No; the lloi^'ble the President travelled on requisition, for 
which the charges were adjusted by Government with the railway 
authorities. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 


Plurol-mamiMr oonMituonoioo of tho Bengal Logislativo Council. 

5. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HA«: (fl) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to sta^e whether 
Government intend making a redistribution of the Legislative Council 
constituencies? . 

(h) Have the Government come to any final decision in the matter? 

(c) What is that final decision, if any? 

(d) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
l)e pleased^ to lay on the table the name of each constituency and all 
papers connected with its division, showing the proix)sal and views 
of the Govemrhent and the public and official opinions of the different 
constituencies and persons? 

Tfl0 Hon'blo Mr. L. BIRLEY: (a) to (c) Government have issued 
orders splitting up seven plural-member constituencies into fourteen 
single-memWr constituencies. 

^(d) Does not#riee. 


Exoiso tiMiw in Tippon. 

8. 8HAH 8YED EMDADCfL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble Member 
fto charge’-of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay off the table a statement showing — 

• « 

(i)mme number of excise shops where alcoholic liquor and intoxi- 
catiffg drugs are sold, in the district of TippiT% and the 
nlaces where tbev are situated: 



(m) tii 9 of alcoholic liquor aud intoxioatii/|; drugs that 

hayo been sold at the yariods flops in •the said district 
dwng the last^fivd years endii^ on the 31st of December, 
1^4 and their value ; \ 

(Hi) the amount ttiat has been received as excise revenue from 
all sources in the said district in the year 19^; and 
(iv) the amotjjt thatehas been spent on the superintendence and 
maintenance of *exe<%tive establijhmenf f<fr excise in the 
^said district in the year 1923!^ 

Tha Hw’bl* Nawab Bahadift 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI. 
Khill BtfyMhlff'S (i) The numjicr of excise shops in the district of 
Tippera is as follows: — 

Country spirit 
Oanja 

Opium ^ 

Bhang 

Foreign liquor 

A statement showing the places where the shops are situated is 
laid on the Library table. 

• (?t)*rhe labour involved in supplying Hie information will be 
hardly commensurate with the value of the answer. 

(Hi) Rupees 2,67,962 during the year 1923-24. ^ 

(ly) Rupees 22,309 on account of excise executive establishment in 
1923-24. 


• 

16 

43 

17 

3 

4 


AntHwalariit Co-oponitiv» SooiotiM. 

7a SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Ilon'ble Member 
in diarge of the Department of Agriculture aud Industries^be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing, district by district, for the 
last financial year — ^ 

.(j) the number of the existing anti-malarial co-operative swieties; 
(n) the number of anti-malarial co-operative societiS^ ilhjjfh diave 
bee^i registered ; • 

(Hi) the Duml^er of anti-malarial co-operative societies •for th# 
V registration %f which applications were submitted ; • 

(it») the number of anti-malarial co-operative societies, % ap|>U- 
• <miions of which are still pending; and ^ * 

(v) the number of applications, if any, which have been rejsctedP 



E)UE£r{'^irs. 


.[Ifirtf Au 6 . 


TIM Hon'feto Nawm Miaditr 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOMURI, 
Kkan.^alMdWS ii> A gtatemest it laid on the table. 

• • 1 * • 

• Statement referred to itt ari^cer to unstarred question No. 7. 



The number 
of exlfting 
antboiAlgrU 
eo*opei!Atlve 
^ aorietlee. 

The numbbr of 
antl'iDAtAriAl 
coKipenilve 
gooietiet which 
have been 
reglitered. 

y 

e 

The number of 
aati*malarlal 
oo<^>peratlve 
aoctetiwthe 
apptiS'S’tteaw oi 
whloha»atiU 
pending. 

The niunbflr of 
andleatloaa, 
if any, wUoh 
have bean 
rejected, 
r % 

r 

Calcutta 

' 1 

1 

1 

4 


24*P«i'gaiia0 . . 

243 

41 

* fi 


r 

JeBBora 

25 

10 

10 



Khulna 

22 

10 

4 10 



Murahidabad . . 

4 





Nadia < • . 

15 

15 

15 



Howrali c 

83 

23 

23 

•4 

r 

Hooghly 

Burdwan 

94 

86 

41 

49 

41 

49 



Midnaporc 

33 

18 

' t 18 



Birbhum 

50 . 

21 

21 ^ 


1 

Bankura 

11 





Barital 

3 





Faridpur 

14 

io 

ie 

6 


Myroengingh 

5 





Dacca 

5 





Ir. 

2 

14 

i 

7 

i 

7 

.i 


Malda 

24 

6 

6 



Rajahahi 


4 

4 


• . 

Rangpur 

Koakhali 

5 

29 

2 

9 

2 

14 

6 


Chittagong 

11 

3 

6 

3 


Tippera 

\ 

3 

1 

5 

4 



Motimt in^^Uie posts of Shoristadar or Naiir in Civil Courts of 
Bakarganj. 

8 . Kmvaja NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Will the Han’ble Member 
in charjre of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that there is no Moslem Sheristadar, Naair or Accountant in 
any Courts under the District Judge of Bakarganj ? 

*(b) Is it a^fact that the Anjuman of Patuakhali in July last 
requested the DislHict Judge to appoint Moslems in these posts? 

(r) Is it^ fact that the District Judges gave hopes of considering 
the wa^er in future vacancies? ^ 

{d) Is it a fact that the posl of Naxir of Patuakhali, Civil Court, 
fell vacanV recently on the death of the Naxir, Rashik Chandra Das? 

(e) Ik it a fact that the Anjuman had requested the District ^udge 
to fiU ry^he vacancy with a Moslem? 

* </) Is it 1^ fact that a Hindu has been appointed as in that 

vacancy? II so, why? 
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M 0lMii«» 0f JUDICIAL OVAIITMptlT (MM If^mk 

Im (a) to (f)^ Th# appointment retired to afe made \ff 

District -Jndjre under section .31^of Ae Civil Courts i^ct, 1887. 
Dovernment doJbot consider it to be in the public interest to discuss 
the merits of* individual appointmepis. Government have not fiven 
any undertaking to give any preference to Muhammadans for pro- 
motion. 


Moslems tn liigtier posts in BaksrginJ Civil Courts. * 

• * 

0. KlN^t NAZIMUDDil^S (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in chai’ge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state when Babu 
Nepa^ Chandra Sen, Sheristadar, Third MunsiCs Court. Vajuakhuli, 
entered the service and, wieii he waiS made a Sheristadar P 

(b) Is it a fact that he wgs made to supersede many senior officers 

for the Sheristadarship -iw he ista graduated • 

. 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member lie pleased to state the number of 
Moslem graduates, as — 

(/) clerks, jyid 
{it) probationers 

ii^ the Courts under that District Judge? 

(d) Will the Hon’hle Member lx* please<l to state what action, if 

any, the Government are proposing to take to appoint Moslems, into 
some higher grade posts and into the ministerial posts in general fn 
Government offices a<‘ct)rdiug to the latest cin ular issuyl by the Gov- 
ernment on the subject? • 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
District Judge of Bakarganj to appoint a Moslem as Nasir for Patua- 
khali Civil Court? 

9 

Th« HOfl’Mu Mr. L. BIRtEY: {a) to (c) The member’s attention is 
invited to the answer given to question# No. i8 asked <d)y him. 


Wtiting roomi for femolo pmongors tttaoNci to tlio rallpMr lUtlofii 
on tilt Bengal Dopprs Railway. ^ 

1C. BMki NAGENDRA NARAYAN rays (a) With reference to 
tbe re^ply given to my unstarred question No. 15 of the 3rd I^ember, 
1825, will the Hon’bie Member in charge of the DepartmentSt Public 
Works (Railways) he pleased to state whether the Gover^ynent are novf 
aware that there are no waiting rooms for female passengers attached 
to the railway stations on the Bengal Dooaiy Railway line? * 
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(6) If tike answer io if in the afiirmtiTe, are the 6ov«ril]ikent 
taking *8tep8 to move the proper authorili^ for the early conetnzctifai 
of waiting roome for lemal# paBapngers in t£re stations situated on {he 
eaid railway lineP * * ^ 

(oj With reference to the repjy to clause (6) of the*' said question 
of 3rd December, 1926, will the Hon’bla Member be pleased to state 
whether the attention of the railway autjjofities hg^^been drawn to 
the subject matter of the <jue8tion? ® ^ ^ 

the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Member be pleased — ^ 

(i) to state whether the Government have received any reply from 
the said Railway Company;' and * 

(it) lay on the table a copy of the said reply? 

* r 

(e) If the attention of the railway ai^thorities has not been drawn, 
will the Hon ’hie Member.be pleased to state tl^g reason? , 

MEMBER m charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
[RAILWAYS] (the Hon*ble Mr. J, Donald); (a) Qovernment have 
no information. c 

(h) Tbe (|uestioii does not arise. 

(r) Yes. ‘ 

(d) (i) and (//) No reply has been received. 

(c) Thf (luestion doe.s not arise. 

Female waiting rooms at certain stations on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 


11. Babu NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of tbe Department of Public Works (Railways) be 
pleased to ^^tate whether the Government are aware — 

(0 that the outer doors of the female w’aiting rooms in many stations, 
c.//./Rangpuf on \ he ^Eastern Bengal Railway, have been 
nailed Up; 

(if) that owing to su<h closure of the outer doors of the female 

# ^^^Jhiting rooms the female passengers in those stations have 
to make their way to and from the platforms through the 
i common platform gates (in the thick of the tnales): and 
(til) fhat there is the danger of violence upon the i>erHon*s <,of the 
^ female passengers at the platform gates when the rush of 
jmssengers is heavy? 

(6), If the answer to (a) (t) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government are prepared to 
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« 

Mke steps to move tne proper aothoritisfiL foa the sreopening of the 
Mer doors of the female wai^ng rooms in *he stations on the fiastem 
Bwigal Eailway? * * • 

' 4 

The Mr. DONALD: (a) (i) to (m) No. 

(b) No. There is an Advisory 'Committee to whom the member 
can refer. 


Stonmr far*, from Huiargliaf to K|Hilna. 

12. lyii SATYENDRA 4IATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bohmhiri 

(o) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Marine Department aware 
that the steamer fares from Hufarghat to Khulna in the Barisal-Khulna 
line have been increased? • 

• # mo ^ 

(h) If the answer to is in tlw affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of inquiring into the matter and stating 
whether^there is any ground for it? ^ 

(c) Is it a fact that this increase has been made to make up for the 
reduction t)f fares from Barisal to Hularghat on account of the shortness 
of route via Ghahkhan Bharani Khal? 

MEMBER in ohifige of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tilt Hon^blt 
Mr. Donald): (a) Yes. 

(h) No. “ 

(c) Government have no information. 

Bidyadhari rivor. 

13. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (a) Will the Hoirble 
Member in charge of the Department of Imgation be pleased to state 
what steps have l>een taken by Government to improve the condition 
of the river Bidyadhari in the district of the 24-Parganas^^ 

(6) WTiat steps are proposed to be taken by the department in 
connection with the above mutter during the c'urrei^t year? ^ 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Member aware of the abnormally excessive pre- 

valence of mosquitoes and flies in the places Imrdering the said river 
owing to the silting up of the river? 4 « 

(d) Whaf measures do the Government propose to take t^mitigate 
the abovementioned nuisance? 

MEMBER in ohtfgt of DEPARTMENT of IRRiCAWON (tN 
Hfn’blo Mihiraia KthmuiM Ohandn Ray Bahadur ^ Nadia) t 

(a) Som^ dredging has been done in the upper reaches of me Bidjg- 
dhari river near Ban tala, ^ 

(b) None. 
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« • 

(c) The number of nosauitoes in this traot is large. It is surmised 

that tEly breed in the rivef bed during the d^y season. 

• * • 

(d) None at present. 


Raoord-kaapan of oflloei of Distriet Jiidgoi. 

14. BibU NAqINOR^ NARAYaVi RAY: (a).Wai ihft Hon’ble 
Member in charge sf the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the scale of salary of the posts of the Record- 
keepers in the offices of the District Ju(fges in Bengal is snihller than 
the scale of salaries of the other posts ia those offices? • 

ih) Are t^e Government considering the desirability of improving the 
conditioiit of that post either in the shape of increasing the salan^ or 
granting some sort of allowance to the officers holding those posts? 

' t 

The Hon’bid Mr. L. BIRLEY: (a), The pa^ of the Record-keeper 
in the office of a District Judge is less than that of the Sheristadar, 
Nazir and Translator. 

(h) No. 


Raorginization of Jail Dapartmont. 

lai. MaulYi ZANNOOR AHMED: (n) Will the Hon1>le Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue <JailN) be pleased to lay on 
the table a stat^ient showing — 

(?) names of Deputy Jailors, Assistant Jailors, head clerks and 
clerks of the Jail Department; 

(ii) their pay l)efore the recent reorganisation of the Jail service; 

(Hi) thei;r pay after the reorganisation; and 

(?r) the date of their appointment ? 

f # * 

(b) Is it a fact that selection was primarily made by the Personal 
Assistant to the Inspector-General of Prisons? 

(c) ^ Is k. k fact that some of the Assistant Jailors were recently 
selected % the grade of Deputy aJailors, although they irere declared 
unfit for sijch posts by the Selection Committee? 

o ' * 

Tbi l^*blf Mr. L. BIRLEY: (a) (i) to (tt?) Government do not 
think thca^^the publication of such a statement would be in the public 
interest. 

(h) and (c) No. 
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• 

It. llaulYi JCANNOOR AHMED Hag the attention of the 
Hoa’ble Member* in ohafrfjfc of the Department of Revenue (Jailg) beeo 
drawn to — 

• 

(i) the Hon'bjg Sir HE^rh Stephenson ’g reply to unstarred question 
No. 98 (c^ (ii) an?I (itf) of the 19t^ Aughstf 1925; 

07) the Hon’ble Sir Huffh Stephenson’s speeah in the Bengal 
I^egislative Council on the 14th August, 1925, at the time 
if moving a supplementary grant under the head Jaili 
a 4 id Convict Settleme<itg 

(Hi) paragraj)h 7 of rules for prol>utionary Assistant Jf^lors sano- 
• tio«ed in Government of India, Home Department, letter 
No. 14(), dated tile l»3th June, 1908: and 
(iv) Government order Nb. 12040 J., dated the 30th November^ 
•l925? 


(b) Have the ^irinciples underlying the alnive speeches and orders 
been acted upon fb the present selection of Deputy Jailors)' If not„ 
why not ? 

t * • 

(c) What steps have been taken by the Government in ])urHuance 

[)f the assurance given by the Hon’ble vSir Hugh Stephenson on the 
17th March, 1920, at the time of moving the Jail budget in tlj^ Bengal 
Legislative Council {rule last paragraph of the Hon’ble Sir Hugh 
Stephenson’s speech))' ^ 

(f/) Is it a fact that the (Government have sanctioned recently a 
further increment of pay of Deputy Jailors and head clerks without 
considering the cases of Assistant Jailors, whose memorials were pending 
before the Government? 

TIM L. BIRLEY: (a) (i)^nd (di) Yes. » 

(Hi) The rules are contained in rules 281—288 of the Jail Code. 

(ir) Yes, 

(b) and (r)*The cases of (he officer who have been promoted or 
paaaed over have been examined. In two cases officers who had beeir 
passed over have suTbseqyently been promoted by the Inspector<i^eneraI 
>f Prisons. In all other eases the orders passed by the Iiispecto|;^eneral 
have been approved by Government. ^ 

• • m ^ 

(d) No : only the manner in which the scale of pay is to be applied 
has been indicated by a subsequent order. 
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Angl^liMtiin amt Domtoi^ I iiia^tan 4wmikB in Alipora CanCrttl Ml. 

* 17. Ml^ H. BARTOm (a)|Will tLe Hon’ble Member in ch^ge 
of the Department of Revenue^ (Jails) be pleased to Estate how many 
Anglo-Indian and Domiciled European juveniles, boys and girls, have 
been in the Alipore Jail for juveniles during the past two years? 

(h) What provision, if any, is there at thtft jail for their accommoda- 
tion P • ^ ^ ^ 

(c) Is it a fact* that in the absence of suitable arrangements for 
their* accommodation and food, etc., they are received into a jail for 
adults P * • 

{d) If the reply to (r) is in the affirmative, what measures are 
adopted to^eep them separated from adult prisoners? 

WHofi’ble Mr. L. BIRLEY: (a) tind^(h) Such prisoners are not 
confined in the Alipore Juvenile J^il, where there is no special 
accommodation. 

• 0 • 

(c) and (d) Anglo-Indian and Eui*opean Ixiys are kept in a special 
yard in the Alipore Central Jail, separate from adults. They work in 
the Press under the direct supervision of paid officers. No Anglo- 
Indian or European girl has been admitted. • 

Or. MORENO; With reference to the answ’er to (r) anf) (d), will 
the Hon'ble Member lie pleased to state whether Anglo-Indian dnd 
European boys are provided w’ith separate housing and sleeping 

accpminodation from the adults? 

% 

Thd Hon’bM Mr. L. BIRLEY. Yes, (luite separate from the 
adults. 


Legislative Business. 

Government Bills. 

The Bengal Motor Vehioles Tax Bill, IMS. 

MEMBER in charge of OEPARTMENT of LOCAL 8ELF-COV- 
1RNME|I1| (the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur 
'Of Nadia)* I present the Repor^ of the Select Committee on the Bengal 

Motor Vehicles Tax Bill, 1926. 

« 

' TIm Cidoutta Port (AmoMlmMt No. ’ll) ■ill, im. ‘ 

The Hon^Ri Mr. <1. DONALD* I present the report *oi the Select 
Committee on the Calcutta Port (Amendment No. II) Bill, 1926. There 
have Wn only some verbal alterations and a slight change in clause 3. 
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Dr. PBAkAJHAHATH fANERJBAl I mote tlmt inchtm 2, in 
the pftopoeed eectlon 6, lifie 1, for the w6rd ** nineteen ” the wor^ 
V twenty be substitntedf that in claus^ 2, in the proposed Sec- 
tion 5(vu)^ the word “and “ bfe omitted, and ^fter the proposed sec- 
tion 5 (vii) the following’ be inserted, namely, — c 


“ (viia) the Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation of Calcutta 
es-officio^ and " and 

f f 

% . ^ ♦ 
that in clause 3, the proposed sub-section {1) of section 6, line 2, 

for the word “ six “ the word “ four ” be substituted. 

I congratulate the hon’ble mover of the motion on the^jf^ood sense 
which has prompted him to bring f:)rward the preseni Bill. He 
evidently realises that the provisions of the Act of 1890 are antiquated 
and re(n;ire amendment. During the last 30 years the trade of Calcutta 
has develojied by leaps and bounds, and the^^hare of Indian merchants 
in that trade has vastly increased. The. sijse of the ]x)rt is now many 
times more than what it w^as in 1890. The citizens of Calcutta and 
the people of the province now take a keener and more intelligent 
interest in the affairs of the port of (.’alcutta. It is fit A'nd proper, 
therefore, that the existing Act should be substantially modified. 

The first amendment whic'h stands in my name i.s a .‘miall one. It 
seeks to increase the number of Port Commissioners by one. There 
is, I believe, no charm 'in the number 19, and 1 hope it will not Hie 
contended that a body consisting of 20 per.sons is too unwieldly for 
practical work. On the other hand, I maintain that this slight increase 
in numbef will secure the representation of institutions deeply interested 
in the welfare of the Calcutta port. 

Secondly, the Bill before the House ]>rovi»les for a constitution in 
which there are to be seven ej-ojjivio members. It is quite right that 
the executive heads of the various bodies concerned with the port of 
Calcutta, us well as the agents of railways which connect the port 
with the distant j)arts of the country, should be eJt~officio members of 
the Port Trust. But there is an omission. The Chief Executive Officer 
of^the Cah'utta^^Coi’iKiratjon m^)io is resjamsible for !he maintenance of 
the communications of the city with the port and for the preservation 
of the health of the population of the city is not included in this list. 
Whether thjs is an intentional or unintentional omission I do not know. 
But I (in nope the Council will agree to insist on the coi:rection of thb 
mistake. 

Thirdly, 1 propose that the number allotted to the Bengal Chamber 
of Comiherce be reduced by two. I desire to make it clear at the outset 
that I b^.ve no feeling against the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. It 
*i8, so far as J know, a body of intelligent and respectable ^merchanta 
engrossed in their own particular avocations — money-making being of 
course^ their main object\ye. I am not philosopher enough to regard 
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Bliere as filtlty. Nor have I any doubt that mv copeagi^ in the Connell 
admit that the pursuit of •wealth by propel means il quite legifitnate. 
Bfap Bengal Chamber of CommeVcey however^ seem to be over-represente€ 
<m the Port I'rqst. They are entitle^to adequate representation, but 
aKoessive repre^ntation* and adequate representation are not quite the 
same. Now, when an institution whiidi returns nearly one-third of the 
total number^>f members |)f a body, such an institution may surely be 
regarded as ovea-^presenteth I| it fair, I ask, that gne Iwdy should 
be over-repi*esented*and others under-represAted or go without any 
representation at all?^ The answer will of coui*se l>e*“ No.’* Thei^fore, 
what I pivpose is that the nuqjber of this body l>e slightly reduced so 
that anothA body, namely, the Calcutta Corporation, may have a some- 
what larger* representation. It *18 proposed in this Bill to give the 
Calcutta Corporation one seat out of 19. This rpj)resentatk>n appears 
to meito be ridiculously small and hopelessly inadinjuate. In^various 
ways, the Calcutta CorporBtion’s activities are related to those of the 
Port Trust. The Corporation* maintains the roads which lead to the 
port, andithe sanitary condition of this <‘ity for which the Corjmration 
is responsible has also a bearing on the activities of the Port Trust. 
Not unofteft, the Port Trust impinges on the functions of the Corpora- 
tion. Besides, ib is very strange that the Calcutta Coriwration should 
be placed on pA with the Trades Asso<*iation — that a body which is 
responsible for the health and comfort of a million of men and women 
shtuld given the same representation as institution consisting 
of a small number of European shop-keepers. Let us hope that the 
failure to notice this difference was due to absent-mindedness. P'airpess 
and justice demand that the Calcutta Cor|K)ration should ^)e given 
adequate representation. I do hope my proposals will be regarded as 
modest, and I condemn them to the acceptam'e of the ifpuse. 

B«bu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move that in clause 2, in the 
proposed section 5 (viti), for the word “ twelve ” the word “ thirteen ” 
be substituted, and that in clause 3, in the proposed sub-sectjon (7) of 
section 6, last two lines, for the words and one by the ( ’orporation 
of Calcutta ” the following w'ords be substituteij, namely, — ^ 

one by the Corjioration of ('alcutta, and one jointly by the 
Aldermen and Councillors of the Corporation of Calcutta and the Com- 
missioners of the Howrah, South Suburban and Tollygunge^Miuiici- 
palities.” ^ 

We all know that Indian trade, commerce and industry are*^not well 
represented in the *Calc 4 itta Port Trust and, therefore, 1 thunk the 
hon’hle mover of this Bill, Mr. Donald, as well as the Select Com- 
mittee on this Bill for having rec ommended an increase in the number 
of represebtatives of Indian trade, commerce and industry. But 

notwithstanding this 1 do not think that even an increase in the nfmber 

‘ «) 
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of Indian rtpre^antayTes by four will make for adequate* lepiesenta- 
tion in the Trust,* becauselit appears from the note of Mr. W. C. Bauer- 
fee, who ^ae a member ok the Calcutta Port Trust, which appearm-fb 
have been circulated among tife members of the Coimcil, that in 
Bombay the number of Indian memb^s is eqtial to *tjie number of 
£uif>pean members and in Kanmbi the number of Indian members is 
more than that of the European members, ^owever, i Beg to sulmut 
a very moderatj suggestion, namely, ^ inarease in 1l(i« number by only 
one which may be acceptable to the Council as well as to Ae OoTem- 
men^, I am not ibclined to reduce the numbe; of representatives of 
the Bengal Chaml>er of Commerce; th^y have the greatest interest in 
the Calcutta Port Trust, but at the same time I must saf that the 
Calcutta Corporation has also a great'interest in the administration of 
the Calcutta Port Trust. It appears that several public bodies interested 
in tra^ have made representations to us to increase the number of 
their representatives. The Marwari Associiftion, the Marwari Chamber 
of Commerce, Babu Tarit Bhusan KoJ o* behalf of the Bengal Mahajan 
Sahba they have all asked for more* seats, and the Corpdt-ation of 
Calcutta as well as the Commissioners of Howrah Municipality also 
have asked for more seats. I do not think it is possible to please 
every public body, but there is not the slightest doubf that the number 
should be increased. It has been 8Uggeste<l that the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Calcutta Corporation should l)e an e.r-o§icto member of the 
Trust. 1 beg to subniit that it would be a cruelty to that offiter 
if these additional duties were entrusted to him. He is already over- 
worked. ^ A very large area has recently been added to the t^n of 
Calcutta, and the Corporation has thought it fit— instead of increasing 
his salary— t<j reduce it from Rs. 3,tH)0 to Rs. 1,6()0 a month. Sir, it may 
he said that«he is an ej^^ficio member of the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust, but this is a different matter, because the duties of the. Improve- 
ment Ti-ust are similar to those of the Corporation of Calcutta, but the 
duties of the Calcutta Port Trust are different from those of the 
Calcutta Porporation. Sir, what I suggest is that one seat should be 
allotted to the representatives of the Corporation of Calcutta, and the 
Cpmmissioners^of the Municipality of Howrah, Behala and Tollygunge. 
What is the special reason for this suggestion? It will appear from 
clause 8 of the Howrah Bridge Act that the Corporation of Calcutta 
shall hajre fo contribute Rs. 4 lakhs to the Calcutta Port Trust for the 
conatr«:tion of the Howrah Bridge. Similarly, the ratp-payers of the 
Howrah Municipality, South Suburban Municipality and the Tollygunge 
Municipality shall have to <»ntribute Es. 26,000 per annum towards 
the 00 *. of the bridge. It is, therefore, right and proper that they 
ehoul^ve some voice in the administration of the Calcutta Port Trust, 
•specially in connection with the construction of the Ho|raih Bridge’ 
WHh regard to Howrah, I think, Sir, they have a special claim. 
Hnddir the existing Act generally, a nominee of the TTewe.!. 
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ll^^oiiimate^ the Government. Hie District Magistrate geiierally». 
41^ the Chairman of the Howi;^^ Hunieipalfty^wa^nomihated a m^ber 
<it4he Calcutta Port Tru8t.« Bat it appears^m the Bill that there i| 
1)6 no nomination whatever except % the case of the Chairman and 
the Deputy Chairman, for the agents of the railways are going to be 
members of the Trust. Sir, ajew years ago when the Commis^ 
sioners of the^Howrah Municipality repiesented to Government to have 
at least one seatsen the Trust, they were assured that Govern- 
ment woul(l be pleased to take*tbat matter ttnio consideration when 
the Bill would be amended, and, therefore, they have a certain claim 
to have some voice in tlie administration of the Trust. * 

Then, i?ir, as regaHs the Bengal National Chnml»er of Commerce,. 
I strongly support the provisions of the Bill. It would have been better, 
had all the additional seats been allotted to the National Gbamber of 
Commerce. However, I have no objection to the recoinmendAion of 
the Select Committee for reducing the seals allotted to the Bengal 
National Chamber of ('onimer(% by one ainl allotting it to the Indian 
Chamber of Commerce, but I sfrungly object to a further reduction of 
the number^of members to he elected by the Bengal National Chaml)er 
of Commerce. It has been alleged that the Bengal National (-humljer 
of Commerce is noj a very representative body, hut I, Sir, as a represen- 
tative of that body may be allowed to say that it is a very representa- 
tive on(%— it consists not only of banks and ^bankers, but also of 
merchants, millers, traders, insuraiure companies, steamer com{>anies, 
^and other leading persons interested in trade, commerce and industry. 


A voice : No. 


BMni AMULYA DHONE ADDY: It consists of BeJ^galees, Mar- 
waris, Bombay merchants, etc., it consists of Hindus us well aa 
Muhammadans. 

A Muhammad-an member : No. 


Babli AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Yes. I iiave got a list with me 
and 1 say that there are Muhammadan mem hers,* and I mey add that ife 
shall be very glad to increase the number of Muhammadan members if 
they would come forwanl. Then again, Sir, it consists not only of 
merchants and traders of Calcutta, but also merchants, millirffpetc., of 
the mufassal, A)r we have merchants ef Kushtin, ChittagongrRuui- 
gunge, and Mymensingh, as members of this body. So it woo]^ appear 
that the Bengal National ^Chamber of Commerce is really a true rvjpresen- 
tative body of the Indian traders, merchants, millers and othm* persons 
interested in commerce and industry. It has also been allejlM that 
the dod^ ol this Chamber are closed and that it is not sKpansive. 1 
question that statement, Sir, because the Chamber has been inenipsiiig 
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the number* of its members from year to yeair, but I admit that it is 
elos^4 to those Vadefs wj^o hre not respejjtable ; as regards respectable 
Iraders and merchants, the^^door is always open. ^ 

Then as regards the Benga? Mahajan Sablm, I nmy be allowed to 
say that the President and Secretaiy^ of the Sabha are members of this 
Chamber. There are several other Associations, viz., the Indian 
Mining Federation, the Marwari Association, the Marwari Chamber 
of Commerce, €^e.*-which are certainly' rei/l-esentativ?<Sf certain sections 
of traders and merchants — but all the leading meidbers of those bodies 
are members of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. Sir, I 
may draw your attention to the opinion recorded by th^ Franchise 
Committee of the Government in connection with the respectability of 
the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. They have "stated : — 

‘I The Bengal National Chamber of Commerce is undoubtedly 
the foremost Indian cdmmercial body in the Presidency of 
Bengal • 

r . ® . 

Sir, mark the word foremost ” — the foremost Indian commercial 
body in the Presidency of Bengal 

“ The list of its members includes all the more -prominent Indian 

business-men and they have interests thnmghout Bengal.’’ 

Then, Sir, I may draw your attention to the following obs^^rvations 
made by His Excellency Lord Hardinge, ex-Viceroy and Governor- 
General of India. His Excellency said 

Yoh are constantly consulted by Government on questions aftWt- 
iug not only the commercial community, but also the general welfare 
of the people, You have given useful and valuable advice ” 

Therefore, I beg to submit that the number of seats allotted by the 
Selei't Committee to the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce 
should not be reduced. On the contrar>', one additional seat may be 
allotted to please the citizens of Calcutta and Howrah and the adjoin- 
ing municipalities owing to their contribution of Rs. 4,25,000 pci 
a^num towarc^g the costt of the maintenance of the Howrah Bridge. 
I may again lie ojlowed to draw your attention to the opinion of the 
Bengal (^hamlier of Commerce on this point; they were in agreement 
with the proposal that the object of the Bill would be effected by 
raisingftbe number of representatives of the Bengal National Chamber 
of Commeife from one to four. Then, Sir, even the Calcutta Poi*t 
Trust bifVe expressed this opinion: — 

“ Tl^e Commissioners are very strongly in favour of providing foi* 
mcreaaJl tepresentation of the Indian mercantile community by 
* giving the &ngal National Chamber of Commie the right to appoint 
more Ctommisaioners. The Commissioners consider that it would be of 
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^ifmiderabl« value to them iu their work if the rejprewntatibn of Indiaa 
ic^merce were to remain en the hands of one bonlj', and ‘ thesy are 
that this would • nof on!^' ensuv^ that the besh and mo|t 
iniuential m*en,m the Indian commeAual community found places on 
the Board, but ‘also thSit the advice and. views of the various branches 
of Indian commen'e would ala^ays be*available to the Commissioners.'^ 


There is So reason wh|’ the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, 
which, in the djUnion of t4e Calcutta Port Trust* h^lds the leading 
position in Indian* commerce should not be Allowed to elect Commis- 
sioners with a specyil knowledge of the various* interests. S(|, Sir, 
if we allot additional seat% to the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce, I think that Ixaly shall be able to give entire satisfac- 
tion • 


PRC8IDENT: Order, order. That is not your flm|ndment, 
Mr. Addy. You must sp^ak on youi amendment. 

fialNi AMULYA DHONEsAOOY: Now, Sir, I Wg t(» submit that 
I am gf^ng to support the BiU, as amended by the Selei’t Committee, 
with this exception that I want to increase the number by one only, 
so that tlAt additional seat may be allotted to the representatives of 
the citizens of Calcutta, Howrah, and the adjoining municipalities, 
on the grouivl that it is only the other day that they were forced, 
under the Howrah Bridge Bill, to make a contribution of Us. 4,25,(100 
p#r an^um towards the cost of the maintenjfnce of the bridge. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That is all right, Mr. Addy. You are making 
a l(tng reference to the Bengal National Chamber of Comtjerce.sthnt 
i.s what I object to. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Sir, it i.s my d^ty, my sufued 
duty, as a representative of the Bengal National f’haml)er of Com> 
merce 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Addy, I must ask you to shorten your remarks. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Sir, as [ have already stated, 
it is very difficult to please every'lx)dy,^e8pe(^ally whtj^i several bojJieH 
have asked for two or three seats each when the tfi|Jal number of seats 
is limited. But I l)eg to make this moderate suggestion in accepting 
the recommendations of the Select Committee, which bave^b^n framed 
after mature , deliberation, that the total iiumher may l)e incpasfd by 
one, so as to allow of a seat being allofted to the representatives of the 
citizens of CalcuUa and the adjoining municipalities. I ufiderstiind, 
Sir, — I distinctly rememl)ei — that when the Howrah BridgeaBill was 
under consideration, and when some of the representatives of the 
Corporatipi^ suggested that there should he a separate Board Jn charge 
the Howrah Bridge, and that the Corporation of Calcutta should 
have a very large number of representatives on that Board, they were 
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an^ed by Govenmient that that fact would be taken into (^sideration 
wheacthe Bill for the aitenSment of the^ Calcutta Port Trust would 
^ome np. ■! think this is! the best opjjJorttnity to give ettect to tiiut 
suggestion. With these remaikl, Sir, 1 beg to move these amendments. 

QalNl SURENORA NATH RAY: I beg to move tliat in clause 2 , 
in the proposed section 5 (viti) for the word twelves” the word 
“ thiiteen ” be substituted and that in d^ule 3, imrtjie proposed sub- 
section (1) of s^ti&n 6, penultimate ifiie, the word/* and *\hfi omitted 
and at the end of the said sub-section, the following words be added, 
namely, — 

“ and one by the South Suburban and Tollygunge Municipalities/’* 

Sir, you are probably, aware that it is only the other day that the 
Howrah Bvidge Bill was passed as a result of which the South Subur- 
ban and Tollygunge Municipalities will h^e to pay some portion of 
their rates and taxes for the maintenance of the Howrah Bridge, and 
as the ]*ort Conimissioneis are now going to administer the Howrah 
Bridge, I think it is only meet and prc,per that these two municipalities 
should have some voice in the affairs of the Port Commi8sionei>. 
Moreover, I find from a notification published only about a fortnight 
ago that a very large tract of land within the South Suburban Muni- 
cipality is going to be n^^juired by the Port Commissioneis, and a> 
such I think there must be some representative of that muiaicipality 
on the Port Trust for the Port ('ommissioners will can-y on their work 
within that municipality; and it would l>e an anomalous state of things 
if the municipality cannot have any voice in the affairs of the Port 
Commissioners. So what I want is that only one member be added 
to the Port T 4 ust. That is all that T have to .‘iay. 

Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: I move that in clause 3, for the 
proposed sub-section (7) of section 6, the following sub-section be 
substituted, namely, — 

“ (7) Of the elected Commissioners — 
six shall be elected by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 
one by the Calcutta Trades Association, 
two by the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, 
one^hyvthe Indian Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, 
one by the Bengal Mahnjan" Sabha, and 
one by the Corporation of Calcutta.” 

Sir, I shall be as brief as possible in putting my amendnient before 
the Hoffse, It is a well-known fact that the European comij^tercial and 
trading interMts have all along been represented by the Bengal Cbambdr 
of Commerce and the Calcutta Trades Association, and mi long the 
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representing the interests of the Indian meloaniile com* 
^nity has been confined k) the Bengal National <^amber of. Com* 
Sirce only. As a matter*of fact, the protision which wm iaid doivi 
in the Act of 1890 was to the effect that there should be a representa* 
tiTe elected by ‘such iJody or bodies as the Local Governnent might 
consider as best representing the interests of the Indian mercantile 
community the Trusty It must be admitted on all hands that the 
Bengal NationtB Chambei'% of jCommerce came iyto existeiice long 
before the Mahajaif Sabha or the Marwari Chamber of ( ■ommei'ce were 
established. The Lo(:al Government at this time, •for obvious reasons, 
did not amend this provision,^ as they knew that the inte^^osts of the 
Indian mercantile community were expanding and extending. It is 
true that the Bengal National Ciiamber of Commerce at the time when 
the Calcutta Port (Amendment) Bill was considered in tl^» year 1919 
pressed for a statutory right being^ given to them with afview to 
representing the Indian biercantile “interests on the Tnist, but the 
Local Government did not wnc^de to their demand. 


I really do not understand why at the present moment in the Bill as 
* framed hyk the Local Government all the four seats recommended in 
favour of the Indian mercantile community should have beet reserved 
exclusively for \he Bengal National Chamber of Commer^^e. I am 
sorry I canndt persuade myself to believe for one single nunnent that 
the Bengal Natit»nal Chamber of Commerce is a thoroughiv represen- 
tftive body. As a matter of fact, it is well known tl at the Calcutta 
Tiades Assmdation has been representing ever since its ^oiindHtion the 
Turopean trading interests of ('alciitta. The Bengal Milm jan Sabha. 
which I have the honour to represent in this Council repiest nts and 
rightly represents the inland trading interests of Ben«|^l. The Sabha 
IS in close touch with the Port Thist at Calcutta and coi^trJnaes large 
ly towards the revenues of the Trust. It is, therefore, desirable that 
tV? Mahajan vSabha should be represented on the Calcutta Port Trust. 
The Indian Chamber of Commerce has been allotted one seat by the 
Select Committee, but there has been absolutely no provispn whatsm 
ever for the representation of the Indian trading irterestj on the 
Trust. I, therefore, sumbit to the H<yise that the Ber«^al Mahajan 
Sabha should be allowed the right of represepjing their trading 
interests. 


•ir ABO-UR-RAHIM: I move tb«f in clause 3 for the1)rf>P«*®^ 
sub-section (/) of section G the following shall he suhstit a ted, ^namely,— 

“ (1) Of the elects Commissioners— 
six shall be elected by the Bengal Chamber of Commetc,, 
one Sy the Calcutta Trades Association, 
one by the Corporation of Calcutta, and 
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four by sugb bo^y or bodies as the Local 0overmnen1; fhall, fror 
» time to* time, sdect as best reptesentingr the interests of ^ 
lAdian mercantile community 


Sir, I do not think it is necessary for me to say much in suppor 
of fhis amendment. It relates *to the question of prope^ procedure t( 
be foll(twed in giving increased representation to the Indian niercantih 
interests of Calcutta. The object ofnthisTBill has tM hearty epprecia 
tion of every Indian member, in fact of every member of this House, 
and d think the rfon^ble Member-in-charge of "the Bill deserves con^ 
gratulations for having brought it foiward. If any justj6c.\tion wai 
needed for the procedure I have suggested rather than the procedure 
suggested by the majority on the Select Committee, I think that 
justificatiftfi has been amply furnished by the different amendments 
that hkv(* been moved before /his House^ Mr. Addy has produced 
many a chit in favour of his BengaJ National Chamber of Ci mmerce. 
I do not know how far the Government, which has forbidden chits 
now-a-days, will appreciate the importance of these c^j^tificates. 
Mr. Addy claims that his is the most representative biMly,— that it is* 
the body that represents the entire Indian interests. Then, what 
about the other bodies here? There is the Marwarj. Chamber of Com- 
merce, there is the Indian Chamber of Commerce, there is tlie Maba- 
jan Sabha. Sir, I do not think it can be rightly claime(| by any 
single commercial body, however respectable it is, that it represents 
the entire Indian commercial interests of Calcutta. I do lu t want t() 
say^ one word in disparagement of any of these bodies, but what I 
mean to say is this — that even all these put together do not represent 
the entire Iijidian commercial interests. I know as a matter of fact 
that there is a large number of melcantile men outside these associa- 
tions whose trading interests are not at all ^‘presented ; and I also 
know that in fact another such association is in prex^ess ot formation 
which will represent very considerable commercial interests. Surely, 
Sir, it a very unusual thing to put in a statute a uon-statutory 
body. These are private associations, and it is possible to conceive 
t^iat an association which is representative to-day may cease to be 
representative a year hence. It is equally possible that another as- 
sociation may spring up which is more representative, more influential 
than any existing body. If you decide that these bodies should be 
include!^ in the statute itself, you will make it very diflicult for any 
modification to be made that alteied circumstances may demand, from 
time to time, supposing any of the associations named in the statute 
ceases Co be representative or any other association springe up which 
deserves greater consideration. Take, for instance, the Government of 
* India Act. The principle upon which the Government ,pt India Act 
proceeds is this : It does not lay down details of the franchise. It leaves 
that io he decided by tjie rules which are elastic and which can be 
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i^nged from time to time in order to wiit^the^circymstancw an<i aa 
Oi^sioD arises and withou^ having to use ^ cumbrous n^chinery of 
tbe Legislature.^ The Government of ^India Act lays down the main 
principles on wlSch fnmchisc is to be bnseil, and these it leaves to a 
Rule Committdfe in order to lay down the details, and I eubmi)i to 
this House tbpt this is the proper procedure to be followed in matters 
of this sort. Tl^re are^so many asswiations which claim to be 
represented that it ^o^id be fnr^nore judicious to the matter to 

the discretion of some responsible authority to select from, from time 
to time, as the best* fitted to represent the comniereial interests. 
There are anembers who are c^minion to more than one nssiKdation; 
it has to be seen how you are to j^void giving plural votes, and whether 
there would be any means of differentiating the interests of one a»- 
sociatipn from anotht‘r. I submit that the best proceduf^ gnd the 
simplest procedure would i>e to leav# it to the rules framed by the 
Government or by a Comniittee-f-a responsible t'ominittee — to select 
those conjineroial associations which onght to .send their lepresenta- 
tives to the Port Trust. • 


Mauivi 8AYXED SULTAN ALI: I move that in clause in the 
proposed sut)-secti#n (/) of section 6, lines 4-7, for the words “ thri*e 
by the Benga*l National Chamher of Commerce, one by the Indian 
Clyvmliep of Commerce, ('alcutta,” the followi^ winds be substituted, 
namely, — 

“ four by such body or bodies as the Local (iovernment shall, 
from time to time, select as best representing the interests of 
the Indian mercantile community.” 

As, Sir Ahd-ui-Rahim has already said all that ( uii be said on this 
subject, I do not think I should say anything more on the subject. 


Rai BADRIDA8 COENKA Bahadur: I move that in clause 3, in 
the proposed suli-section (/) of section 6, line 4, for the word*” three ” 
the word ” two ” be substituted and that in clause 3, in the proposed 
sub-section (7) of seetion 6, penultimate line* the wi^d ” and ” %e 
omitted, and at the end of the said sub-section (/), tfie following words 
l)e added, namely: — 

” and one.bv the Marwari Association, Calcutta.” 

Sir, in moving the amendment standing in my name I, want to 
assure the House af the outset that the claims of the Marwari Associa- 
tion to separate representation on the Port Trust are in no way ba^ed 
on sectional consideration. The main consideration in constituting u 
body like Ad Port Trust is to ensure the appointment of men who have * 
intimate knowledge about the various classes of business ^ssing 
througli the port and who truly represent the interests of the business 
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cominvnity. Purely seetiQnal representatives hare no place thei-e, anc 
4 is obviouB also that oncej^the principle of,j sectional representation, ii 
accepted, there will be no end o( the demand. 

c 

I, base the claim of the Marwari Association on niore«solid grounds. 
The present Bill has lieen introduced to grant greater Representation 
to Indian interests, because of the undeniabfe fact that there has been 
an increase in tphe •proportion of business handled by ‘ Indian firms to 
the total amount of j)U8ines8 which passes through ihe Port. The Act, 
as it *flOw stands, provides that one Commissioner shall be elected by 
such lM)dy or bodies, or firms, as the ‘Ijocal Government shall, from 
time to time, select as best representing the interests of the native 
mercantile community, and I understand that the same principle is 
going t(^ be followed in the present case also. It is, I think, also the 
intention of the Government to «ee that the advice and views of the 
various branches of Indian commerce should always be available to 
the Commissioners. Now, Sir, it has to be admitted that the activities 
and enterprise of Marw'ari firms mainly account for increased paiti- 
ripation of Indians in the sea-borne trade of Calcutta. I do not like 
to trouble the House with statistics, but it is too well known that the 
share of the Marwari firms in the direct import tra^e of Calcutta is 
not inconsiderable, while the percentage of the expert irade handled 
by them is steadily increasing. It will be no exaggeration to state 
that the Marwaris constitute by far the most important business com- 
munity among the Indians in Calcutta and the representation of Indian 
commerce to any institution will be incomplete and inadequate if the> 
are not truly represented there. Again, if there be any Iwdy which i.s 
competent to ^nve advice and opinion on the various branches and 
aspects of Indian commerce in Calcutta, I believe it is the Marwai i 
Association, which alone can undeHake that responsibility. To keep 
this most influential body out of the Trust will l>e unjust, inequitable, 
if not jKisitively injurious to the interests of Indian commerce, and 
yet the provisions of the Bill virtually propose that. I do not grudge 
the increased representation granted to the Bengal National Chamber: 
on^ the other hand, I welcome it. I would have been certainly glad 
if it were possible ^to grant us an additional seat retaining the pre-sent 
allotment to the llengiil National Chamber, but as considerations of 
efficiency restrict the size of the Trust, I am under the necessitj^ of 
moving, the amendment to reduce the Chamber’s share to two seats and 
claiming one for the Maiwari Association. It may be argued that the 
Marwari I'epresentative can come through the Bengal National Chamber ; 
it may stated even that a verbal assurance has already been given 
by the representatives of that Chamber to reserve one of its seats for a 
.Marwari member, but practical difiiculties are bound to arise in the 
way of the |)it>per representation of the Marwaris under {his arrange- 
ment. ^ The Marwari Association which represents the interests of the 
eqmmunity is not nflSliati^ to the Bengal National CThamber and the 
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ipimber ol Marwari firms, jvrho are memben of t]i<i)t*€hamber^ ia in* 
in proportion the number of mon-Marwari fi^s. tJndjr 
tbe existing -provisions, the Marwari ^emW is to come, if he comes 
at all, through *the Bengal National Chamber, and it is ([uite possible 
that the right* man, who enjoys the confidence of the community* will 
not be elected at all. 

I should likeift quote a faw liges fi-om a note by Jfr^ W. C. Banerjee 
of the Bengal Natmnal Chamber in this coiftieetioh, to show how the 
responsible members, of (hat institution regard ohr claim to separate 
lepresentation. Mr. Banerjee ^ays : — 

“ We cannot afford to forge^ that it is the Marwari men*hunts who 
have been vehemently protesting against the present constitution ol 
the ^Jort Trust, and it is on their representation through fbe^arwari 
Association that the question of amendment has l)een niooted. To 
throw them overboard on the incorject belief that the Marwari Association 
IS a political body and on the ground that some members are common 
to the National Chamber of Ctimmerce is doing them an act of injustii-e 
to which I cannot allow myself to Ih‘ made a party.’* 

Sir, I hope,# I have Wn able to make my standpoint clear. 1 
may repeat tjiat*I do not want separate representation on sectional 
basis. If inci-eased representation is to lie given to Indian commerce, 
ours is 'a just claim, and the purpose of the*BiIl will be defeatwl if 
the Marwari community be not effectively represented on the Trust. 


Babu BORODA PROSAD DEYS It goes without saying that the 
proposed amendment of the (^»lcutta Port Act is a mote in tbe right 
direction, inasmuch as it introduces more of election nnd more of 
non-official meml)er8. But then the question arises wheth»‘r the pro- 
posed amendment has gone far enough, and the various amendments 
that have been moved in this Council this afternoon will go to show 
that there are other interests which have not been reprt'sented on 
the Port Trust, and their claims should be considered in the light of 
the interests that they represent. Sir, ft waif only th* other day Ibat 
we passed in this House the Howrah Bridge Act b^f which we entirely 
placed the maintenance and the management of that bridge in the 
hands of the Port Commissioners, and also by the same A<*Wwe legis- 
lated that taxes should be imposed in, Calcutta as well as in •Howrah 
and other suburban municipalities. It is a common nxiojpi of law 
that there ought -not to be any taxation without representation. If 
that has got to be respected, it goes without saying that tb«« bodies 
from whom these taxes are to be realised in connection with one of the 
most important functions of the Port Trust should h^ve propar ra> 
iwesentation in that body. It is also a truism that the Port Trust 
which was so long to a great extept an evlusiv# body by raason of 
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the .d^velopm«nf /)f itfl fifnctions needs ipore popnlar representation. 
If that isr «o» it only follows as •a corollary that the pnlJit 
should he well represented i$ that body. It used to be to a 
great extent an official institution, and the people were nerei 
givee an opportunity of having their interests represented 
in that body. Now that the Government have thought fit, an4 
thought very wisely, that on this bo^y^' popular ^ representatives 
should bo admitted, it fedlows that the interests c which clamour foi 
representation and jvhose claims cannot be ov(?rlooked by any means 
should bo allow’ed to have their representation in that body. We 
have again, by the Howrah Bridge Act, provided a very btg sum out 
of the provincial revemios to be spent by the Port Trust. If that is 
so, Sir, w'hy should not the public or the people of the province have a 
right t(^ be represented on that body. All the.se matters should be 
properly considered, and represerftation shorld be given to the various 
interests w’hose claims to representi^tiop are really undeniable, and 
are, perhap.s, similar to those of the Bt^ngal Chamber of Coivinerce or 
the Bengal National f’hamber of Confmeree to whom a very adequate 
representation has been given. With these words T suppc.rt most of 
the amejulments that have been moved in this House 

Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: I can see 

no objection to the amendment moved by Sir Abd-ur-Rabim and 
which also stands in ray name, inasmuch as it merely leaves it to the 
Goveinment to select such bodies as will best iepr(‘sent the interests 
of the entire mercantile community — Hindu, Moslem, Anglo-Indian, 
Jaiiis or Parsees — when ele<*ting four Commissioneis. As far os I am 
aware, neitherihe Bengal National Chamber of Commerce nor the Indian 
Chamber of Commerce, nor any other association of a like nature has 
within its fold a single representative wdo can be called a representative 
Moslem merchant, although it cannot l>e doubted that alone in Calcutta 
there are u large numlier of representative Moslems who can he culled 
merchant princes. Somehow or other, all these seats are mysteriously 
(dosed to representative Moslem merchants who, I understand, are 
shtrtly going to form a Chaiaber of their own. I am qiote sure it 
cannot be the intention of this House that Moslem representation 
should be entirely excluded from amongst the Calcutta Port Commis- 
sioners. ^ Unless this amendment be carried, there cannot be any real 
represerftation at all. On these grounds, I heartily support the amend- 
ment tha^ has been moved. 

Mr. Ir. B. WILtON: The main object of this Bill is to increase 
from one to four the number of elected representatives from the Indian 
mercantile immunity to the Calcutta Port Commission, and the only 
question that would seem to arise is, as regards the method to be adopted 
of appointing these four elected representatives. 
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^ The present Act says th>t one of tW eljscteS Codlmissioneri^sliaU 
disappointed “ by sucb body or bodies orffirms as the Ic^al Goveri|* 
lient shall, £ 1*0111 time to time, select as best representing the interests 
of the native mercantile community 

In practiqp, in the past, this has amounted to the privilege having 
been granted to tjje Bengll National Chamber of Commerce to appoint 
the one Commissioner but i^ representation fiym th^ Indian mercantile 
community to the i^ort Trust is going to be increased to four, then it 
is necessary to look ft little more closely at the qualifications ef the 
Bengal N^ional Chamber to iiWiom it is proposed to give no less than 
three out of the four seats. ^ 

I think I am right in saying that this Chamber is oldest or 
one df the oldest Indian Chambers m* mercantile bodies. Tli»y have 
done good work in the pTist. Their niemWrship includes many old 
exporting and im}K)rting firm!#, utid .so hmg us only one representative 
was re<iuTred on the Port Trust,* so long— iij) to now'— have they perhaps 
been entitled to that seat, but the reason of the proposed increa.se fnuii 
one to four i.s that variou.s Indian interests are entitled to be heard and 
tliese interests calinot be adetpiately .served by less than four represent a* 
tives. It is very necessary that these four should be elected from the 
most infiuential Indian inercantile Imdies. n<»w’ fur can the Bengal 
Nfltiona! Chamber be con^idp^ed to be representative of the Indian 
mercantile community at the present momenta Things are changing. 
The Indian Mining Federation is no longer affiliated to the Bejigal 
National Chamber, w'hde a new body lias sjirung up, the Indiaif Chamber 
of Commerce, which niimberH among its members many influential 
Indian merchants and firms, , 

In iioint of numbers, influence, wealth, and work in the jHirt, is 
the Bengal National Chaml>er entitled to thiee seats f Is it a fail 
and proportional? representation from the Indian mercantile community 
The Indian Chamber of Commerce claim one seat. • 

In spite of Mr. Khuitan’s ilisclaime^ I atn going Jio take it that 
they are content with one seat, liecau.se I never jieard him express 
himself to the contrary in Select Committee. 

Let us look at their claim— their membership is about* lOO^against 
250 in the Befigal Chamber, and acTor^fing to the figures which I have 
been given, the eajiital employed by members is Its. 35 cror«« against 
the Bengal National Chamber’s Rs. 6 erore.s. Undoubtedly, ^wbethet 
these figures are strictly accurate or not, they ara a wealthy and 
inHuential body of traders, doing a considerable tra<1e through the port 
as compart with the smaller trade of the Bengal National Chamber. 
On figures alone, they actually entitled to a much bigger repigsenta- 
tion than the ^Bengal National Chamber. Why are they cont^i with 
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^ne.seat out of feur? I* conclude that their modesty, a modestji 
inseparable ^ from the personality of my .friend Mr. Khaitan, is due^tc 
tie fact that they are a very young body having been- formed only 
« few months ago, and perhaps they are satisfied to Rave their name 
«ven, mentioned in the Bill. ” 

Sir, I hold no brief for the Indian Chamber of Commerce in the 
presence of Mr.^Eliaitan, nor do I kofd a ^rief for fnl* Indian Mining 
Federation in Mr. Banerjee\s presence, nor do I hblll a brief for any 
Indiap Chamber or%ody in this matter. I have .signed a note of 
dissent with my friend Sir Abd-ur-RaLim, holding no brief for the 
Muhammadan mercantile (*ommunity. But I do hold a brief from 
the mercantile community generally, dhd it is to see that we get only 
the best men on the Port Trust, the first and most important considera- 
tion befiig that these men have^an intimate knowledge of busihesses 

which depend on the successful work of the l^ort Commissioners. 

« 

It is neither necessary nor desirable ,.that the Port Trust should be 
<*ompoHed of representatives or section's of the Indian mercantile com- 
munity, each working for their own benefit. If it is a question of 
granting communal or sectional representation, then there would be 
no limit to the number of demands which might aHse. It has been 
nuggested in Select Committee that as the Bengal Chamber’s name is 
mentioned in the Port Act, so the Indian Chambers should be men- 
tioned, by name, in the amending Bill. I did not think any reasonable 
person would put forward such a contention. The Bengal Chamber 
is in almost the hundredth year of its existence, and in point of numbers, 
in prestige and in representation of commerce in Bengal it standi^ 
higher to-day \han it ever did, but T would like to make it quite clear 
that in the note of dissent which I have signed I have only said that 
the intere(»t« of the Indian mercantile community will be best served, 
under present conditions, if the names of the Bengal National Chamber 
:»iid the Indian Chamber are left out and the old wording is allowed 
to remain.^ This does not mean that the Indian Chambers* names will 
not ultimately come on the Port Act, it only means that until the 
tiriie comes when they h&ve a strong and representative Chamber, I am 
of opinion that tb#ir names should not appear in the Bill. The Indian 
Chamber of Commerce, wealthy and influential as it may be, has only 
been in cxi.<?teiice for a few months; what guarantee have we that a 
few months hence they may not be out of existence!^ The Indian 
Mining Ifederation, lately affiliated to the Bengal National Chamber, 
has recently changed its allegiance, like the Vichr of Bray it may 
•change again, and again, while the Bengal National Chamber has 
within the past six months, that is, 8>nc.e the formation of the Indian 
'Chamber of Commerce, added the names of 50 persons to*ito member* 
«hip roll. I think if we look below the surface we may find that this 
as not altogether to its commercial credit. 
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There are many reasons |or thinking that th% ia not I'jt yipe 
Hl^.the inclusion of the Indian Chambers* |names in the oi this 
Bin, It must not be inferred that the^llotment will not ultimately l>e 
t£r^ to the Bengal National Chamber and one to the Indian Chamber 
of Commerce. * I do not know what tl^e allotment of seats will b«^ bui 
with rapidlsfc changing conditions and new bodies springing up, 
I consider it to^he very inadvisable, from the point of view of com- 
mercial interests geperally, to d(^art from tli|> old fouling of the Bill. 
I, therefore, strongly sup|)ort Sir Abd-ur-ltahinrs atpendment. 

Babu BEBI PR08AD K»rttlTAN: At first 1 hud no intention of 
taking part in the debate raised^ over this question, but after what my 
fiiend Mr. Wilson has said, I think I would he failing in my duty if 
I do got thank him for the good word that he has said abouf tl^ Indian 
Chamber of Commerce, ^tr. Wilson ?ieems to think that I was satisfied 
wdth the one seat allowed to the^lndkui ('hamher of ('ommerce. That 
was not^t all so. On the otjier hand, 1 have taken tare to ttpi>end 
a minute of dissent, saying that the seat allowe<l to the Indian 
Chamber (if Commerce is not adequate. The reason that my vote 
went in a particular way at the Select Committee meeting is quite 
different, and I nm not at lilierty to disclose the reasons which led 
me to do so. The figures which my friend Mr. Wilson has given al)out 
1|^e Indian ChamWr of Commerce are not onlyc*cn*ect but they are to a 
certain extent modest, because he has not stated the influence, the 
prominence and the very good work that the Indian Chuml)er of 
Commerce has been doing in spite of its young age. I thinks Sir, •that 
intelligence and strength are not the monopoly of old age. If simply 
age is the consideration, I think there are many person! in the world 
who are older than all of us here in this House, but still they do not 
find a place here. Therefore, age is not the only consideration for 
which the intelligence, the prominence and the utility of any person 
or a body of persons can be gauged. Mr. Wilson remarked that he is 
not aware w’hen a certain Imdy would cease to ‘exist. In oi^er to find 
out whether there is any likeIih(K)d of a certain In^dy ceasing to exist or 
not, I think one has got to analyse the%treii^?th of that IkkIv and #he 
members comfiosing it, and when that is seen there is%u> doubt whatever. 
The Indian Chamber has on it.s roll not only the big, but almost all the 
influential and wealthy, firms which carr>' on the larges# amount of 
^rade and coAmerce, and the induetries of Bengal, Conaidenng the 
great progress that the Indian Chamber of Commenje is makjpg, there 
can be no limitation on the part of anybody in thinking that the 
Indian Chamber of Commerce has come into being to fill a great gap 
in Bengal and is going to stay. I hope, Sir, that whatever provision 
is made ih The Calcutta Port Act, the claims of the Indian Chamber 
of Commerce will be fully considered not only by the Xieg^lativ# 
Council in future, hut also by the Gnvemmea#. 
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91M AllNAiH GtmNDilA BANEftilE^ BilUMEirt As Mr. Wilson 
was ^ease4 make a re^rence to the Ipdian Mining Federation 
T a.H Chairman of that Federation will fail in my duty if I did not say 
as a sort of explanation that it is not a new body. *lt has been in 
existence for the last 16 or J 7 y^ars, and if it severed its connection 
with the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, it wa.srfor reasons 
w’hich I am not at liberty to disclose. It iad no j)ther atlernative 
than to do it. It has noav connected itself with the* Indian Chamber 
of Commerce, and av the poH of Calcutta deals verj’ heavily with the 
export of coal trade not only the Indian Mining Federation, but also 
the Indian Mining Association have a c^aim for a separate seat each 
on the Calcutta Port Trust. When we waited on deputation on tie 
Hoii’hle Member in charge, we were told that no sectional representation 
would considered by the Government, and for that reason the 
Indian Mining Federation did uof press claims. They also thought 
that the Indian Chamber of Conmurce with which they had now 
been associated w'ould have a fair amount of lepresentation to*^ include 
the Imliaii Mining Federation as well. As a repre*<entative of that body 
I W(juld like to support the amendment which has been put fbrward by 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim. 


The Hon’Me Mr. J. DONALD: Sir, I seem to have to dei|J wiUi 
uinendments covering nearly all the lettei> of the alphabet — dealing 
with the claims of various local bodies and ('hainbers of Commerce. 
The*first ^iineiidment is to increase the numbei of Commissioners from 
19 to 20; there are three proposals to tliis effect. I do not see any 
reason why w,p should increase the numbei ; the nnml)er nineteen is 
(juite enough. 

There are three different demands foi the proposed extra seat. 
There is first Dr. Pramathanath Bauer jea who wants a seat for the 
Chief Executive Officer of the Calcutta (W|Kiration. As Mr. Addy 
lias said, we should not impo.se duties which will overwork that office] . 

'Then there i.s Babu Amulyjl Dhone Addy who waat.H this extra seat 
for a representutiv^T of a combined constituency — the Calcutta Cor|>ora- 
tion and some sviburbun municipalities. And Balm Surendra Nath 
Ray would \ike to have the twentieth .seat for the South Suburban 
and Toflygunge Municipnlitie.s. The.se last two amendments are based 
on considerations arising out of the c()nstru(‘tion of the new Howi-ah 
bridge. I explained, when discussing the Howrah Bridge Bill, that 
practically everything in connection with the new bridge had already 
Wn settled by the Bill itself, and all that remained for the future was 
*the adminiaittition of the bridge — a matter for expert#, not ifb^asitating 
any particular administration by the Commissioners themselvea a# a 
body. Babu Surendra Nath Kay does not, I may observe, eeem to have 
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vHaderfttood'ihat the admini^tratiom of the Howiah batdge haa hcteti in 
^e hands of the Port Coinjhi^sioners and its experts even since* U was 
mult fifty y^rs ago. * • * • 

Babu Ehagendra Nath Ganguly wants two seats for the Howrah 
Municipality.* He makes the statemgit that Howrah representation on 
the Port Twist ceased when the Magistrate of Howrah ceased to b« 
the Chairman o4the Minij^^pality. This is not correct. The Magis- 
trate of Howrah vjas the representative of Howrah*oif the Port Trust, 
but he ceased to be a representative, even hefoirthe (‘easeil to be the 
Chairman of the Municipality.^ * 

There^are no more cogent giounds for giving Howrah repi'esenta 
tion — urged because of the Hdwrah bridge — than in the case of the 
municipalities I have just referred to. 

further, there are several umendmenls for giving more representa- 
tion to the Calcutta Corporation. , Dr. Pramathaunth Batierjea has given 
various arguments, but I thinf the Insit should really he on the other leg. 
He Imses his claim on the fact* that the Corporation have to hmk, 
among other thing.s, after the roads leading to the Docks. The correct 
argument .surely is that the Port rommi.ssioners should have larger 
representation oi|the Corporation to see that the roads are kept in order. 
There i.s one*repi‘esentative from the Cah utta Corporation, and that 
is quit# sufficient; there is no iie<*essity for ai^ additional member from 
tliat body. 

I, therefore, object to all the amendments which suggest increased 
representation— even of the Calcutta (\)rporation or of other local 
bodies. I also object to the amendment for decreasing the represeutH- 
tion of the Bengal Chamber of (^mimerce. We are deicing here with 
the trade and commerce of Calcutta, in Imth of which the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce has the paramount interest. Six is a fair rejire- 
Hcntation and cannot he diminished on any account. In comi>nrison 
with that, four for the Indian trade is a reasonable projwrtitui. The 
amendments which would reduce the numlier of representatives of the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce and make it ejjuivalent to the ('alci^tta 
(Wiioration or the Indian trade in the ifiatter of represintatiun are out 
of the question. I cannot possibly agree to them. 

I now come to the amendment of Sir Abd-ur-Rahin% i'Vom the 
di.scussion in. this House this afternoon, I think it is quite cliar that 
that amendment seems to be the most desirable way of securing repre- 
sentation for all parties. What the Government would have liked was 
one real iwlid body representing Indian commerce — a body sfhiilar to 
the Bengal Chamlier. This seems, however, incapable of fulfilment. 
We have^leMird from Mr. Wilson something about tli|g eonstituticn* 
and the relative value of the various associations, and this all points 
to the advisability of leaving particular aasoyations out of the mtute. 
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It ixnpos«tbk t« get aa efficient and soRd body of trade to which 
we can give adequate repreaentation. ^Ahd it is urged that some of 
the Chambers and Associations that exist are not on a reajly permanRiit 
basis; in the present circumstances, it is difficult to say that they are 
truly representative or will continue to he truly reprefientative. For 
that reason I am prepaied to accept the amendment of Sir Abd-ur- 

Buhim. • 

I* 

[The Councfi \^as theii adjourned fbr ten minutes lor prater.] 


[After adjournment.] 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question that in clause 2, in the proposed 
secHon 5, line 1, for the word “ nineteen the word “ tweiry-three ** 
he Hubijtituted. ^ 

The motion was then put and a divisio!! taken with the following 
result : — * 


AYEl 


AMy, latov Amulys Otiofw. 

Alifiictf, Msiilvl Zannecr. 

•Sfehi, asbii RomM Chantfra. 
•aiMrjta, Or. rramathanatii. 

•aacrjM, Mr. A. C. 

■a«i, aaSa tarat OfunKlra. 
(Hialiravartl, Mr. tytmaM. * 
Chakravarty, tabu tiHtartan. 
Ohaudhurii Mautvi taiyad Abdur Rob. 
Obaifdbttri, Rai Narondranatb. 
Ctiufidor, Mr. Nirmal diandra. 

Oai, Dr. Mobini Moban. 

Oat Qupta, Dr. J. M. 

Oty, laba larola Frbtad. 

Oafar, Maalvl Apodal. 

Oangaly, Raba Kbafondra Natb. 
Naqat, Maalvl tayodai. 

Hottain, Maaivi Wabtd. 

Naq, Mr. Mabbubui. 
daardar, Maaivi Aftab Hottain. 


Kban, Maaivi Abdur Pattkid.^ 

Mahammad, Maaivi bfsar. 

Mukorjoa, Baba Tarynatb. 

Natktr, Baba Horn Cbandra. 

Raikat, Mr. Pratanna Oob. 

Ray, Baba Abanitb Chandra. 

Ray, Baba turondra Natb. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud tankar. 

Roy, Baba Manmatka Nath. 

Roy, Baba tatoowripati. 

Roy, Dr. Bidkan Ckandra. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Roy Ckoudhuri, Rai Bakadur tatyondra 
Natk. 

tarkar, Baba Homanta Kumar. 

•aomal, Mr. B. N. 
ton Qupta, Mr. J. M. 
tuhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Tarafdar, Maaivi Rajib Uddin. 


NOES. 


Ahmod, torior MBhafttuddln. 

Abmod, Maaivi Tayobaddin. 

Aboanatlab, Moiiab. 

All, Maaivi tayyod taltaa. 

Babadar Abinaob Cbandra. 

Dartofi,,lTr. H. 

Baaa, Baba datindra Natb. 

Blrtoy, tbo Han*blo Mr. L. 

Obaadbarlf tbo Hob'bio Navrab Babadar 
ialyld Navmb Ali, Kban Babadar. 

Child, m. R. N 

Cbowdbary, Ma^vi Paiiai KaHm. 

Dabon, Hr. D. d. 

OatBor, Mr. «, A 
Orawfwd, Mr. 

Baba Ohara Obaadra. 

Mat, Rai Babadar Aaiar Nat|. 


Oaad, Mr. M. 

Oavio, Mr. d. Coapor. 

Do, Mr. K. C. 

Danald, tbo Hon'bio Mr. d. 

Draaimo n d, Mr. d. B. 

Oatt, Mr. B. i. 

Paroqai, Kban Babadar W. Q. M. 
Parrootor, Mr. d. Oaat p b oil. 

Obamavi, Madji Mr. A. K. Aba Ahnwtf 
Kban. 

•aanha, Rai Babadar BaBrMao. 

Baba, Mr. p. N. 

Naq, Kbaa Babadar Kati labiral. 

Hoard, Malor Ooaoral mobaqi.. 

M a dno a , Mr. R. 0. 


NoBbyao, Mr. W. B. 
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u Mr. i. H. 


Haji. 
Mr. i. M. 


pPMiyi 
Ml^ Mr. M. 

Mr. M. C.* 
Mfiiilt, Mr. M. f. 

MHlar, fir yrovuh ChviMtor. 
MaNrly, Mr. A. N. 

MortM, Or. H. W. B. 
MorfBiii Mr. B. .% 
MHliarJi, Mr. S. C. 
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PattartMi, Mr. o. C. 
nilHp, Mr. 4. Y. 
Rahim, BIr AMmr*. 


Rrt ChatifliiiH, Mr. K. B. 

Ray OAatmiiirl, Raja Maaii&«ia 
taaM. 

Ray, Mr. t. N. 

Ray, Mr. Tarit Bliwaii. 

Raib Raja Manitoii tinih at OhaliBItlih 
iatam, Khan Bahaivr Maalvi AhBat. 
timpaaa, Mr. 4. W. A. 

BtaaMiafi, Mr. H. E 
ttthrawaiity, Mr. • 

Travart, Mr.*W. U. 

Villiart, Mr. B. • 

Wlltan, Mr. R. B. 


The Ayes being 89 and Noes 6J, the motion was lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that in clause 2, 4ii the pro- 
posed section 5, line 1, for^the word ‘i nineteen ” the word “ twenty 
be substituted. ^ 

The ipt^ion was then put ^nd a division taken with the following: 
result : — * 


AYES. 

Khan, Mauivi Ahdar RaMhM. 

Khan, Mauivi Amanat. 

Wahammatf, Mauivi Baaar 
Mittar, Air Rravaah OhunBar. 

Muharjaa, Bahli Taraiinath. 

Naikir, Bahu Ham Ohandra. 

Raikat, Mr. eraaanna Dab. 

Ray, Bahu Abaniah Chandra. 

Ray, Baba turandra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Canfcar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Babu tataawrlpati. * 

Ray, Dr. Bidhan (Riandra. * 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Canhar. 

Ray, Raja Mantiafl Sbi^ af Chakdlchl. 

Ray Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur latyandr* 
Nath. 

tarkar, Babu Namanta Kumar.. 

•aamal, Mr. b. n. 

•an Bupta, Mr. 4. M, 

•ubraamrdy, Mr. A. 

TUraldir, MauHrf Rajib vkdin. 

NOEI. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Mans. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Zannaor. 

BaBahi, Babu Ramaa Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

BauarJaa, lir. A. C. 

Baau, Babu 4at«ndra Nath. 

Baau, Babu tarat Chandra. 

Biawaa, Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Chakravarti, Mr. Byamkat. 
Chakravarty, Babu ludarMn. 
Chaudhuri, Mauivi taiyad Abdur Rab. 
Cbaudburi, Rai Narandranatb. 
Cbundar, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Oat, Or. Mahinl Mahan. 

Daa Bupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Day, Babu Barada Praaad. 

Bafur, Mauivi Abdul. 

Banfuty, Babu Kbagondra Nath. 
Baanha, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. 

Ha«ua, Mauivi iayadul. 

HaaMin, Mauivi Wahad. 

Hup, Mr. Mahbubul. 

4aardar, Mauivi Aftab Havtain, 


Ahma d , Sardar idahafaxuddlm 
Abmad, Mauivi Tayahuddfn. 

AhaanuHah, MaBalC 
All, MauNi Bayyad Buttau. 

■an a rj a a , Rai Bahadur, Abinash Cbandra. 
MMian, Mr. N. 

Binay, tba Nau’bla Mr. L. 

Cbaudhuri, tba NaWMa Naamb Bahadur 
•aiytd Naiaab All, Khan Bahidur. 
Child, Mr, R.^N« 

Ch dw d h u ry, Mauivi PaMai Karim. 

CahMi, Mr. O. 4. 

C aapa r, BMr. C. B. 


Craarfard. Mr. T. C. « 

Has, Bahu Charv Chandra. 

Oat/ Rai Bahadur Amur Nath. 

Oaud, Mr. M. 

Davl% Mr. 4. C aapar. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

OanaM, tha Mau'Ma Mr. 4. 

Or umwt awd, Mr. 4. B« 

Duct, Mr. B. C. 

Partbui, Khaa Bahadur B. M. 

Parraatar, Mr. 4. CBipBill. 

Bhamavi, Nad|l Mr. A, K, Aiu^ hwH# 
Rhan. 
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mmmh ww, r, wu 

HMi, I^Mii taliMli# •Kui *X«llir«l. * 

Mm|N; Ma|«r Ot m r m i llletortf. 

HttffMii, lir.«ll. 6. 

HtpkyiMy Mr. W. t. 

NMMiiii Hawaii Muafiarruf, KImui Sar^Air. 
Niia» Maulvi IkramvI. 

4taai;wayy Mr. 4. H. 

Khai tally ■abii Otbi Fratai. 

U1 MahamfiiMly Haji. 

LiiNltay, Mr. 4. H. 

Matih, Mr. tyad M. < 

MtAlyIn, Mr. M. C. 

MoKwnlt, Mr. 0. a. 

Mtbfr/y, Mr. A. N. 

MartiM, Dr. H. W. ■. 

Morgaa, Mr. 0. 

Miiktrji, Mr. t. 0. 


PaMmMii, Mamvi M«. AMul 4iiM«r. 
Fattman, Mr. D. 6. 
muifk rtr. 4. Y, 

Haiiim, fir AbAmis 

Ray, Vabu NaRHiAra Narayaii. 

Ray, tlM Man’Wt •Maliaraja laliatfw* 

KtliaiMiili CiiaaAra 4t Nadia. 

Ray CliatidtMifi, Mr. K. & 

Ray Chaiidliiiii, Raja Manmatha Natli a( 
tantoth./* ( 

Ray, Mr. t. N. ^ 

RRy, Mr.^ Tarit HlmaaA. 

taiam, Kluui Rahadiir Maiilvl AMat. 

Simptan, Mr. 4. W. A. 

•tiplrtan, Mr. H. E. 
iuhf;iwardy, Mr. N. A. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Wilaan, Mr. R. R. 


The Ayen beinpf 45 and the Noes 5S, the motion was lost. 

c 

0 

The foRowing amendments tailed: — 


Or. PRAMATHANATH RANERJfA to move “ That in clause 
2, in the proposed section 5 (rn), ‘the word ‘ and ' he oihirted and 
after the proposed section 5 (vii) the followinp be inserted, namely. — 

'(viia) the Chief Executive Officer of the Coipyration ol Calcutta 
ex-officio^ and • 

Biliu KHACENORA NATH GANGULY to move That in 
clause 2, in the proposed section 5 (viii), for the word ‘ twelve ' ths 
wofd ‘ sixteen ’ be substituted.” 

Babu AliULYA DHOME ADDY and Babu 8URENDRA NATF 

RAY to move “ That in clause 2, in the proposed sec'tioii 5 {viii), for 
the word ‘ twelve ’ the word ‘ thirteen ’ be substituted.” 

The motion standinjr in the name of Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy ” That 
in clause 3, for the proposed sub-section (7) of section 6, the following 
sub-section be substituted; namely, — 

‘ (7) Of the elec ted Conlinissioners — 

« 

six shall lie elected by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 

one by the Calcutta Trades Association, 

two by the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, 

one by the Indian Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, 

one by the Bengal Mahajan Sabha, and 

0 ^ by the Corporation of Calcutta,” 


was <then nut and lost. 
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[fhe motion standing in the names pf Sir Abd-iy>*EhKiin, 

^ A. K. Abu Ahmed Ehtn GhumaTi, Mr. H. S/ Suhrawardl^ Und 
E|)gn Bahadur Maulvi Abdus ^Inm “ Thit in clause 3 the pit^ 
pdsed sub-section (I) of section 6 the following shall be substituted, 
namely, — • * 


' (1) Of the elected Commissioners— 

six shSll be elected the Bengal Chanib^r of Oommerce, 
one by tBe Calcutta Trades Associdtioii, 
one by the Corporation of Calcutta, and • 

^four by such bodji or bodies as the Local Government 
shall from time to time select as best representing the 
interests of the Indian mercantile community,* ’* 


was fkien put and a division taken u^th the following result ;&» 


AhmeS, tartfir MahafexuMfn, 

ASniMi, Msiil|i TaytbttMin. 

Ali, Mastvi MyyaS Sultan. 

Banarjaa, Rai aaSa^ur AMnatli OlianSra. 
•artan, Mr. N. 

•Irlay, ttia Han'bM Mr. L. 

CtiauShuri, ttia Han'bla Nawab Sabadur 
Satyld Mawab All, Khan Sabadur. 
CMM, Mr? R. H. 

Cbawdbury, Maulvi Paxial Karim. 

Caban, Mr. 0. J. 

Coapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Crawfard, Mr. T. C. 

Oma, Babu Cbaru Chandra. 

Oaa, Rai Bahadur Amur Nath. 

Baud, Mr. M. 

Oavl^ Mr. 4. Coupar. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Oanald, tba Han'bla Mr. 4 . 

Orumroand, Mr. 4 . B. 

Outt, Mr. Q. B. 

faraaui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Parraatar, Mr. 4 . Oampball. 

Qafur, Maulvi Abdul. 

Qbaxnavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Kban. 

Boanba, Rai Bahadur BadHdaa. 

Buba, Mr. P. H. 

Has, Kban Bahadur Kati Zabirul. 

Naai^ Majar Otnaral Rtabard. 

Madsaan, Mr. R. C. 

Haphyna, Mr. w. B. 

Naatain, Navrab duabarruf, Kban Bahadur. 


Xyes. 

Hue, Maulvi Bkramul. 

Jannaaray, Mr. 4, H. 

Kbaitan, Babu Dtbi Pratad. 

Lai Mabammad, Haji. 

Lindsay, Mr. 4. H. 

Maaib, Mr. tyad M. 

MvAlptn, Mr. M. 0. 

MaKanxIa, Mr. 0. P. 

Mabtrly, Mr.*A. N. 

Marana, Or. H. W. B. 

Morgan, Mr. fi. 

Mubarji, Mr. S. 0. 

PaMaaran, Maulvi Md. Abdul dRbbar. * 
Pattaraan, Mr. D. 0. 

Philip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Quadar, Maulvi Abdul, a 
RaMm, Sir Abd^ * • 

Ray, Babu Hafondra Nari^yan. 

Ray, tbt Han'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kabaunltb Chandra af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Chaudbun, Raja Manmatba Nath af 
Santaab. 

Ray, Mr. B. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Sbuian. 

Ray, Raja Msnflall Slntb af ObalidltliL 
ttiamf Kban Bahadur Mdufvl Abdua. 
ilmpaan, Mr. 4; W. A. ' 

•taplctan, Mr. N. C. 

•ubraarardy, Or. A. 

•ubrawardy, Mr. H. B, 

Travtra, Mr. W. L. 

WHaba, Mr. R. B. 


Addy, Babu Amulya OBaua. 
Ah ma d, Maufal lanaaor. 
mitah. 

BaoaM, Babu Raama Cbandra. 
Banarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 
Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 


NOES. 

Baaa, Baba datJndra NatB 
Baaa, Babu Barat C han d ra. 

Bitama, Mr. Abdul utif. 

Chabravartl, Mr. B ytm ban* 
Cbahravarty, Babu BBd n rMiW . 
CbaudbuH, Maulvi Baiyad Ridnp Bib, 
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Oiliimtrt, ftanntfrmiMtli. 

MHiiirtBr. Mr. NirMM j Dluui i rt . 

Om, *Orf MMilttf Mtliwk 
11^ Oih 4. M. 

^Oty, ••TM rrMML 

Mfifiily, telM Ifliniiiiri Natli. 

Maiilvi tey«dMl. 

MomU, Maulvi w«iMd. 

Nim« Mr* Malibiitoui. 

4mr4mrt Maulvi Aftato HoMain. 

Khan, Mavhri AbAnr RaMhiA. 

Khan, Maiilvi AmaiyK. r 
MahammaA, Mauivi Kaiar, r 
MitUr, Air Provaah Chuntftr. 

MvktrJ|a, lahu Tarafcnalh. 

NaiMly, Maharaja Kumar trii Chandra. 


Naahtr, Balm Hmu Chandra. 

Bdihat, Mr. nrammaa M. 
nay, Bain Ahaniah Chandra. 

Ray, MabihC«randra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kinaad Caahah. • 

Ray, Bahn Mamtha Nath. 

Ray, Bahu iaihawripatfi 
Ray, Dr. Bidhan Chandra: 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. KfrBit Saahar. ^ 

Ray Charakuri, Rai , Bahadur Catyandra 

Noth. « 

tarhar, Bahu Hamanu Kumar. 

Aaamal, Mr. B. N. 
tan Oupu, Mr. J. M. 

Taraf^ar, Mauivi Rajih Uddin. 


The Ayes being 62 and the Noes 43 ibe motion was carried. 


ClaiiseH.l and 2, i-laiise 3 as amended, clauses 4 to 10, and the 
Preamble were then put and agreed to. 


The Hovi’bli Mr. «!. DONALD: I mpve that the Bill, as settled in 
Council, be passed. 

1 he motion of the Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald was then put end a divi- 
sion taken with the following result; — 


AYES. 


iddy, Bahu Amulya Dhana. 

Ahmafi, •M'lar Mahafasuddin, 

Ahmad, Madivi Tayahuddin. 

AhMnullah, Mallah. 

All, Mauivi tayyra tulUn. 

tenarjaa, Rai Bal^ur AhinaMi Chandra. 

Barton, Mr. H. 

Binay, tha Han*hla Mr. L. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han’hia Nawah Bahadur 
talyid Naarah All, Khan Bahadur. 
Child, Mr. R. H. 

Ohawdhury, Mauivi raMal Karim. 

Oahan, Mr. 0; 4. 

Oaatar, Mr. 0. B. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C, 

Oa% Bahu Charu ghandra. 

Daa, Ral Bahadua Amur Nath. 

Baud, Mr. M. ^ 

Oavla, Mr. 4. OauMr. 

Da, Mr. K. 0. 

Donald, tha Haii*hla Mr. 4. 

Ornmmadla, Mr. 4. B. 

Diitt, Mr. B. t. 

rarthul. Khfia Bahadur K. a M. 

Rarraatar, Mr. 4. OamphaH. 

Bhaifiavi,, Hadji Mr. A. K. Ahu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Oranha, Bai Bi hai w BadrMaa. 

,Buha, Mr. R. H. : ^ 

^ Khan Bahidar lUii taMral. 

Naard, Majw Oaiiarat BMiara. 

W> <B i i a» Mr. B. C. 


Hapkynt, Mr. W. t. 

HatMin, Nawah Mvoharruf, Khan Bnhndur. 
Nun, Mauivi Ekramur. 

4tnnaway, Mr, 4. H, 

K Hal tan, Bahu Dahl Rroaad. 

Lai Mahammad, Haji. 

Linduiy, Mr. 4. N. 

Maaih, Mr. tyad M. 

MaKansla, Mr. D. R. 

Minor, tlr Rravaoh Chundar. 

Moharty, Mr. A. N. 

Marano, Dr. H. W. B. 

Morgan, Mr. B. 

Mukarji, Mr. A. C. 

Rahlawnn, Mnuivi Md. Abdul 4uhhar. 
Rattaraon, Mr. D. C. 

Rhlllp, Mr. 4. Y. 

Rahim, Air Ahdmr*. 

Hhy» orau NaBondra Narayan. 

Bay, tha Hani>la Maharaja Bahadm 
Kohaunioh Chandra af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhiiri, Raja Maiimalfia Nath af 
Aantaah. 

Ray, Mr. A. N. 

Ray, iraja MaiUtaii Crngh af Chakdlghl. 
Aalam, Khan Bahndiir MmUvl Ahdua. 
Almhoan, Mr. 4. W. A, 

Atapittan, Mr. H. B. 

Auhrawardy, Br. A. 

Auhrawardy, Mr. N. B. 

Travara, Mr. W. il 





GOVEftNMEifT BILLS. 





divwltr, Mr. NfhMal OlMUiirm.] 
DM, Or. M«liliii M«i^ii. 

Dm Diwta, Or. 4, M. 

Dcy, i«%ii Mroia f r t trt. 
tefitr, MMivI AMul. 

Oaiigiiiyi tabu KhMiMtfra NatA. 
HoQUtf MaiUvi Sayaittl. 

HaMiiN, MaMvi WaiMi. 

Hm$ Mr. MalibMbttl. 
ilaartfar, Maulvi AfUb Hataaia. 
Klian, Maulvi Abdur RaMbid. 


• a a 

Kbau, MauM AnuMiii 
MabaaNa#!, Maulvi Raair. < 
Muharjaa, Oabu Tarabaatb. 


Raibat, Mr. Rraaaaaa Oab. 

Ray, tabu Abaniab Obaadra. 

Ra|, tabu iuraadra Natb, 

Ray, Or. Kuaiud taabar. 

Ray, Rabu Maaaiaiba Natb. 

Ray, labtt SataavfryMtL 
Ray, Or. RMban Cbaaara. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Riran tiabar. 

Ray Cbaudburi, Rai Rabadur tatjaadra 
Natb. 

•arhar, Rabu Naaianta Kuaiar. 

Satmal, Mr. R. N. 

•an OuRta, Mr. J. M. 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajib Uddl#. 

The Ayes being 60 anj the Noesabeing 36 the motion was carrieif.. 


T]^ Batigil CruRfty to^Animtli (AmtiidiiMfil) Billi IISM. 


The Hen’Me Mr« Li BIRLEY: I beg leave to introduce a Bill fa 
amend the Benj^al Cruelty to Animals Act, 1920. 

(The Secr^tarjt then read the litle of the Bill.) 


• Tf)e*Hon’bl6 Mr. L. BIRLEY: I move Uiat the Bengal Cnielfy 
to Animals (Amendment) Bill, 1926, be taken into consideration. For 
the convenience of members who are unacquainted with the somewhat 
complicated history of Bengal legislation for the prevention t>f crhelty 
to animals, I will explain what the present position is; The Act 
which is now in fcin^e is Bengal Act I of 1869 — a short^Act of 10 sec- 
tions, which was amended in 1900 by on Act which introduced clauses 
penalising the practice of phooka and providing that the Magistrate 
might cause to be sent to an infirmary an animal in respect of which 
an offence was proved. 

In 1920 a new Act was passed, but it has not yet been brought 



(/) provision was made for search warrants — an essential provi- 
sion for deoling with the practice of phooka; ^ ^ 

(2) provi^on was made legalising «the removal of loads to weigh- 

bridges for the purpose of ascertaining whether go animal 
was overloaded ; and ^ 

(3) numercus duties were assigned to Veterinary Inspectors with 

the result that the employment of qualified Veterinary^ 
*dfficers became an essential feature of the vfnrMng of the 
Act. 
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. The reaeen why the Act of 1980 was not brought into force was 
that it would HWe jftored iheffective fo« the lack of three require- 
]|^«iit 0 , namely,— 

(i) an organisation wnicn was prepared to worfc;tlie Act, 

Jiii) tHe provision of weigh-bridges, and 

(in) qualified Veterinary Officers. f 

It was thought .at one time that tlje CoAcutta Corfaration would be 
able to provide weigh-brlfiges and Veterinary Offi<^ and would then 
be in a position to %ork the Act. They were, however, unable to do 
so. About two years ago the Calcutta# Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals undertook a thorough reorganisation of its staff 
and methods, and they have now j/rovided the weigh-bridges, the 
Veterinary , Inspectors and an infirmary, which are essential for the 
working! of the Act. ^ 

It was found, however, when the ^ictual procedure was considered, 
that there weie defect in the Act of 1920. These have been explained 
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons and they are briefly that the * 
excess load can only be removed to a police-station, whereps Calcutta 
police-stations have no godowns for the storage of go^s. It was also 
found that there might be considerable expenditure^, in the handling 
of goods and in conveying them to the two central ghdowns which 
have now been provided by the Society for the storage of exc^s loads 
which are not speedily removed by the owners, and it has been thought 
proper to provide under the law that such expenditure shall be recover- 
ed from the owners. 

• 

The object of the present Bill, therefore, is to make this new 
provision for dealing with excess loads, and at the same time opportun- 
ity has been tuffen to provide for the prohibition of the use of buffaloes 
for draught purposes in the middle of the day in the hot season. This 
latter is a proposal which was made in 1925 by the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion, and a great deal of attention has been drawn to the sufferings of 
buffaloes during the intense hot weather of this year. . 

In the last st>ssioii of this <\)uncil, we liad under consideration the 
Brttgttl Phookif Bill inlrodu(\;d by Dr. Moreno. In opposing that 
Bill I explained tlfet Government hoped to pass an Act in the August 
session which would make Dr. Moreno's Bill unnecessary. I also 
undertook that we would carefully consider the specific proposals 
which ftr. Moreno had introduced in his Bill. Dr. Mo^no had pro- 
posed thqt powers should be given to search without warrant. No 
doubt, such powers if properly exercised would facilitate the dis- 
covery of offences of practising phooka^ but there were many people 
'trho felt that jmeh powers would be open to abuse. I think that we 
'ahull all be unwilling to adopt that proposal on the ground that the 
Society itself doea not desire that such powers .should be given. 
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iav6 inspected the t^o central gddowns •whitjf have boyi jjtp- 
iip&d*j)y the Society for tjie storage of exfess loads. I h|ve seen the 
infemary which the Society has provided for the detention of animals 
which required few days* rest or treatment and do not need to be 
sent so far away as to the Veterinary Hospital at Belgachia, fnd I 
have seen the procedur^ at a weigh-bridge. There are 9 of these 
weigh-bridges ^ as far |s I can judge the procedure is likely to 
worft satisfactorily^ What wilt generally iappeif ifill be that the 
excess load will be removed from the cart at the •weigh-bridge, noti(^ 
will be given through the cartyian to the owner, who will send afiother 
cart or cdHs to remove the excess without any additional cost being 
incurred. If, however, there is delay in removing the excess Im^d, 
the owner will have to bear the cost of taking it to the (‘cntral godown. 
I understand that a large proportion of the overloading ^ses are 
found in the Strand Itoiui, and as fine of the central godowns is in 
the Strand Road very near tp weigh-hridge the cost of removal in 
such cajses will not be large. . 

• 

It is qJ)vious, however, that systematic checking of excess loads 
will have the effect of making it not worth w'hile to overload the 
animals. 


As regards restricting the use of buffaloes in the hot season, Oov- 
ejnment recognise that this very necessary nwasure may have serious 
effects on the owners of buffahi-carts. They are prepared, therefore, 
to introduce restrictions somew^hat gradually, but I think that any- 
one who has witnessed the sufferings of these animals, wdiich Vera 
never intended by nature for the work to which they are subjected, 
will agree that even at the cost of some dislocation Bf the owners* 
business it is quite essential that restrictions should l>e 'imposed. 

While anxious to remove from this city the disgrace which is in- 
curred by the sights of cruelty which can be daily witnesaed. the 
Calcutta public are rightly very anxious that this Act ^should be 
honestly worked. I have been fully convinced that there has been 
in the past year a complete revolution in ^he organisation of ^he 
Society for the Prevention of Creulty fo Animals ^nd *in the methods 
of its work. The Society has been fortunate in securing in Mrs. 
Stanley a Secretary who is not only determined to put down dishonesty 
but who also, has experience which helps her in her tasl, and I am 
satisfied that the control over the staff is marked not only hy that 
Strictness which is essential, but also by an intelligent aftticipatioo 
of such causes as tend to lead to dishonesty, and above all by a 
sympathetic consideration of the needs of the staff. 

I think/ therefore, that the Council in passing this •Bill may feeP 
Confident that it will materially strengthen the lumd^ of Goveniiimt 
in removing an evil which we all deplore, and that the outy of 
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adminiftering tke Ac| may l>e entniated to tiia Society for tlie Pre- 
▼eatieii of Cruelty to Antals with ejefy confidence that the wwk 
#ill be done efficiently. * 

!The motion was put and agreed to. 

'Xhe following motions were not moved ; — 

Rai MTYENDRA NATH ROY CHO^I^HURi PalNMlur to move, 
by way of amendment, t^at the Bill ^ circulrfted^ for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thejeon by the 15th October, 1926. 

r 

Babu AMULYA RHONE ADOY to' move, by way of amendment, 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
within one month from the 16th August, 1926. 

r 

Mr. f*REniDENT: The question is that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. ^ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

Mft PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 3 ^tand part of the 
Bill. 

lalHl AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 move that clause 3 be omitted. 

Under this clause if any person employs a buftalo for draught 
purpisses Jietweeu such hours and during such period as may be pres* 
'Cribed, he shall be punished for every such offence with a line of Rs. 50. 
It will also appear that under clause 6 the Bill pro])oses to authorise 
the IxK^al Government to prescribe the period during which and the 
hours during which buffaloes shall not be used for draught purposes. 
1 agree with the mover of the Bill that in the hot season these buffaloes 
euffer very much. My contention is this, that the remedy suggested 
in the Bill is not the right one. We have stands for motor-cars, we 
have also stands for hackney-caniages, but not a single stand has been 
provided either^ by the G8lcutt;a Corporation or by the Society for the 
Prevention of Orti^lty to Aniihals for bullocks and buffaloes. So it 
appears that there is one law for the rich and another for the poor, 
because ^e ^carters are generally poor. If out of sympathy for these 
buffaloes it is desirable to have some provision in the daw, then we 
must make some provision for their stands and sheds along publio 
streets as* in the case of hackney-carriages and motor-ears. I move 
-this amendment because I am strongly of opinion that it will inter- 
fere with trade. Our business is generally carried on between 9 a.m. 
»«nd 5 TM. T}^refore, if we specify periods within which ih^ buffalo- 
hearts cannot be driven and if we accept suggestion of the Calcutta 
Corpoibiion that in the lyonths of March to July» f.e., for 5 months. 
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4/0 buffalo-carts cannot be driren contijjnously.for ^ h6nn a day, 
l||Bely, from 11 a.m. to 4 #. 1 ^., the result will be diaastrous trftAide, 
most the cartfi employed by ihe trade are Ruffalo*ciirli, 
Therefote, if this clause is enacted into law, the number of carts will 
dwindle down* and they will be replaced by motordorries. Even the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty ^to Animals is under some d^pre- 
hension on thisjjoint. tliey say that their Committee fully realise 
that the provision made uifder the projKised section wjll require to be 
carefully examined*, in order to avoid any dislocation of trade condi- 
tions in the city. I l)e#r to submit that if this cTause is not oipiited, 
it will, ipitead of avoiding, dfeloc-ate the trade conditions of this city. 
I was invited by the Executive Committee of the Indian Chamber of 
Commerce to discuss this (luestion. They were unanimously of opinion 
that this clause should lie omitted. VVe have just heard a lead 

ing member of the Bengal Chamber Commerce that that is a^hambei 
which consists of the leading Ii^ian merchants of Calcutta. Am I to 
understand that there will be no rainfall even during the hot season 
of the dve months referred t(f?. Will it not lie a source* of hardship 
if these bijflfalo-carts are not allowed to be driven during that periods 
We all know that the Kidderpore Dfarks are closed at 5 r.M. Some are 
of opinion that ‘jhese carts may be employed at night, but for what 
purpose)^ If 'it lie for the carriage of goods from godowii to godown 
or fron^giHlown to the dtjcks or railway stations, then these buffalo-carts 
be of no use at night, bei’uuse who is to* look after the goods at 
that time? Then what is the projier remedy? The remedy is this, 
reduction of the maximum load. Before 1917 there was no distii^tion 
between a bullock-cart and a buhulo-i'art. But since then the maximum 
load has been reduced in the case of bullock-carts but i||creased in the 
case of buffulo-cnrts. In the case of bulloi'k-carts it han been reduced 
from 20 to 15 muunds, but in the case of buffalo-carts it has been 
increased from 20 to 25 mauiid.s. That is the reason why the number 
of bullock-carts has been rejdai^ by the large number of buffalo-carts. 
If this clause be retained in the Bill, these buffalo-carts will jie replaced 
by motor-lorries. Therefore, 1 understand that the pro])OMal is to enrich 
the proprietors of motor-lorries at the cost of Uie poor carters, and ^at 
is the reason why 1 strongly insi.it on tlfis amend mept. * As regards the 
Calcutta Port Trust Railway, the period of free delivery is only 6 hours, 
«a compared with 24 hours in the case of other railways. Thereforei if 
during the hq^ season the goods cannot be booked or taken delivery of 
in time, then the merchants will have to pay heavy demurrage. Under 
these circumstances, 1 beg to move that this clause be omitted. 

ilr.€« O.OOO^illS I am very surprised at the action of Mr. Addy 
in endeavouring to wreck the Bill when, within my personal knowledge, 
he said ha had every sympathy with the objects of the Bt^ and prorotse<i 
to support it, and I am afraid his explanation of bis action in moving 
the amendment is not convincing. 
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As with *all /chem^ of reform there are practical diBiculties to be 
factHi/ but there* could never be any reforms if difficulties were not 
larked. I Appreciate that ^ny restriction in the use of buJSaloes fbi 
draught purposes may lead to dislocation of traffic, more especially as 
the attitude of the carters is likely to be obstructive to the smooth 
worlfiug of any new rules, but eomething has got to be done towards 
checking the horrible cruelty that exists the employment of the 
buffalo, and this Qill is a step in the yght*dire<^tion. 

Any effort directed fcwards checking the cruelty seen every day 
in tl^ streets of Calcutta by the employment of buffaloes ns draught 
animals must be warmly supported everyone in the IJouse, irre- 
spective of party. The bullock is a natural draught animal, but the 
water buffalo is not, and was never intended by nature to be used in 
this capacity. Size is not a criterion of strength, yet by having 
increasM the load on buffaloes the use of the buffalo has increased. 
To see these poor unfortunate beasts drawing a heavy load during the 
heat of the day is a revolting sight that is most discreditable to the 
city of Calcutta. ^ « * 

If only two hours^ restriction say, from 1 p.m. to H p.M.,,i8 enforced, 
it will greatly assist the position. A certain amount of elasticity must 
be allowed in working the rules during the first pe^yod of restriction, 
and if an honest endeavour is made by all parties concerned in co- 
operating tow’ards making the imles a success, a great man^v of the 
apparent difficulties wifi he overcome. • 

So far as the criticisms levelled against the Society for the Preven- 
tion«of CJruelty to Animals are concerned, I agree that the rriticisms 
were justified as, in the past, there is no question that serious irregu- 
larities were jK*actised and were allowed to pass unchecked. The rates 
of pay offered* by the Society were insufficient to attract a good class 
of men, which lead to corrupt practices. A very drastic change has 
been made, and under the present energetic and able administration, 
the ScM’iety is making an honest endeavour to overcome the irregular- 
ities of tlv? past. 

The initial pay of the Agents has been almost doubled, whilst the 
raik of Inspecjtor is now fflle(| only by j^oung men who are graduates 
of the Bengal \eterinary College, which changes have been made with 
a view to encouraging to the service of the Society men of the right 
type w’iyi ^ greater sense of their responsibilities. The number of 
Inspectors has bf*en increased, ^and in addition four Chief Inspectors, 
have been appointed, so that’ the supervision is stricter. I mention 
these facts as I know there are those who doubt the wisdom of giving 
the Sochrty further powers under the 1920 Act, but with the reoigan- 
isation of the Society and its existing efficient administration 1 feel 
•sure that the^ irregularities of the past will not occur in* the future, 
and therefore, that the Soc iety may be safely entruated to carry out the 
working of the Bill. 
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;||r^er 80 iially. I lor one would wish to s%e the ^^e of the water buftelo^ 
draught animal absolufhl^ prohibited, but I appreciate thift it ia 
1 ^ within the^ bounds of pfaetical politico to effect such a iffuch necileil 
refimn all at once. The change must be introduced gradually, and 
I would ask this House to show their practical sympathy with any 
effort directed towards the prevention df cruelty that occurs in thiSf city 
by opposing ^he amendmint now before the House, 

The Hofl’ble Mf. L« BIRLEYS Governi&ent cannot agree to thia 
amendment. The protection of buffaloes is one of*the objects to jichich 
the Society for the Prevention ad Cruelty to Animals and, the Govern- 
ment, and, I believe, the general public attach the greatest importance. 
I understood from Babu Amulya Dhone Addy that he wanted stand^i 
for the buffaloes, hut that would not protect them from the suu. 
Bullffcks do not suffer as much as buffaloes from the heat. I, Hlerefore* 
oppose this amendment. * ^ 

The motion of Bahu Ainul.Va Dhone Addy was then put and lost. 

• *• 

Mr. PI^ESIDENT: The question is that clauses 3 to 7 stand pait 
of the Bill. 

The motion was then put and agrei*d to. 

Mr. •PRESIDENT: The (|uestion is that tjie Preamble stand pari 
of the Bill. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The (piestion is that clause I stand part of tho 
Bill. • 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. L. BIRLEY: I heg to move that (he Bill ust 
settled in Council he passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Report of tho Committoe on Public Aooounti, 1924-28, and 
Exeoit Qrontc. 

MEMBER in eharsi of FINANCE* DEPARTMENT (tbf HofPblft 
Mr. 4« DontilO: I* beg to present the Report of the Bengal I.>egislativo 
Committee on Public Accounts on the Appropriation and AudiPReports* 
lor the year 1924-25. 

• • 

Tbo Mo n* bl i Mr. J, DONALDS 1 beg to move that an exce«w grant 
of Rs. 17,650 be voted by (be Council to ^igularise the expendituro 
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chargeable lo Bevenme actually incurred in excess of the voted grant 
in ihe ye^ 1924-25 in of Irrjgdtion expenditure, including 

'g^orking expenses. The Public Accounts Odbimittee have, recommen^d 
After examination of the question that this sum may* be provided by 
the Legislative Council by an excess vote. 

Ae motion was then put and*agreed to. 

The HOfl*blA Mr. da DpNALDs I^beg to move tha*t an excess grant 
of Rs. 4,914 be votq^ by the Council to regularise the expenditure not 
charged to revenue actually incun*ed in^ excess of the voted grant in 
the year 1924-25 in respect of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment 
and Drainage Works not charged to Revenue In this case also the 
Public Accounts Committee recommended that the sum be provided by 
the Le^slartive Council by an excess vote. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. # 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 17lh 
August, 1926, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



QUESTIONS. 
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The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town ^all» 
Calcutta, on tTuesday, th^ 17th August, 1926, at 3 p.m. 


Prtstnts 


The H<^’ble the President (ClI Mau Shib Sukkhahkswab Ray) in the 
Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive Council, and 103 
nominated and elected members.* 


Starry Quastion 

(to which or/U answer was given). 

o 

Assistant Jailors. 

*4. Mauivi kANNOOR AHMED: (») Will the Hon’ble M«inb«r 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (rlails) be pleased to slate the 
result ot the memorials submitted by the Assistant Jailors? 

(b) Is it a fact that there has been a feeling of discontent over the 
recent reorganization among jail officials? 

(c) Is it a fact that several Assistant Jailors have tendAvd their 
resignations? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE*[ JAILS] (thi 
Hon’tilo Mr. L. Birley): (a) The member is referred to the answer given 
to his unstarred question No. 16. 

(b) Yes, among officers who have not been promoted. 

(c) One Assistant Jailor has tendered his resignation. 


Unstarrod Quoationi 

(amwort to which wore laid on the table). • 

* • 

ABotmont of money to Khidna for puMio worica. 

• 

IS. Mauivi BATTED SULTAN ALII (a) WRl the Hon’l^ Mem- 
her in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to lay 
a statement Ron the table showing separately the amourt^s allotted to * 
the Khulna, Jessore^ Faridpur and Bakarjpanj jUatfmts, in each of the 
Twn 1024, 1025 uid 1026f * 
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* 


(6) Wiirthtopon^fele Member be pleased to state whether any new 
eeheme has been abandonee} in the Khulna distriet Ibr want of fnii^f 
(c) If the answer to (h) be in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason of allotting less money to the 
Khujna district P 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 

Hon’ble Mr. Dtnald)/ (a) The mAnber is referred to the financial 
statements for the jjears in question. 

(/f) No. 

(c) The question does not arise. 


Sub. Inspectors and Assistant ^8ub*lfi3peotors of Poiioe. 

19. Mauivi KADER BAK8H: (a)^Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what is \he standard 
qualification lor the jK>st of Assistant Sul>-In8j>ector and Sub- 
ln8i)ect(ir of Police? ^ 

(b) Is it a fact that both Sul>-In8i>ertorM and Assistant Sub- 
Inspectors of Polic^e Ri;e recruited from amongst jwrsons of the sapie 
social standing? 

(r) How many B, As. and M. As. are there in the rank of Assistant 
SulAlnsi)iclor (;f Police? 

{(i) Are the (Government considering the desirability of revising the 
scale of pay of tb^ members of the cadre of Assistant Sub-Inspector of 
Poiioe ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in the case of temimrary vacancies in the post 
of Sub-lnNf)ector in a thaua, Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Poli(tJ are not 
allowed tv officiate? 

(/) Is the Assistant Siib-Insjfeclor of Police allowed any allowance, 
either in the shnis* of a b'orse cycle? If not, why not? 

». 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tfio Hon’blo 

Mr. Le 6lrll>]f)t (<tT The minimum educational qualification of a candi- 
date is the Matriculation Standard or the Islamic Matriculation of an 
Indian yni varsity or the Final B or C Class Examination of a Zilla 
or High School. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Govermnent have no record and are not aware that there are 
any. 
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Assistant Sub-Inspectors are not appointed t^ •officiate in the 
pulp of Sub-Inspectors becait^^the necessaijir leave leserve is protided 
fl|*lhe rank of Sub-Inspecfbrs, but the^r are appointed to temporarj^ 
posts of Sub-Inspectors. 

if) They are entitled to free housing but are not given hor^ or 
cycle allowances, because^they are not investigating officers. 


Rooming* wotos of purdanashin ’’ fonulo votan. 

M. M«htt4 Kurntf SR^ CHANDRA HANDY: (a) Hat the 

attention of the Hon’ble Member jn charge of the Ap{>oiuiment Depart- 
ment been drawn to the desirability of having separate polling booths 
for fefiale voters with female presiding officers at the time of tpie next 
election to the Bengal Cou^jcil? • 

(b) If not, what arrangement are the Government going to make 
for pvrdcmashin ladies? 

MEMBU in oliarge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tN 
Hon’blo Mr. L. BirMy): {a) and (b) Regulation XXVIII of the revised 
Bengal Electoral Regulations provides that as far as possible separate 
compartments and separate eutrauc^es and exits should be provided for 
women electors and re(iuire8 that suitable arrangements should also be 
made for recording the votes of purdana$hin female voters os far ns 
practicable. District Officers have l>een asked to consider what suitable 
arrangements are practicable if the member has any ideas on the subbed, 
the District Magistrate of Murshidahad will doubtless he glad to have 
them. 


Football matchos on Calcutta Maidans. 

21. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (o) Is the rioii’kle Mem- 
ber in charge of the Police Department aware of the inordinate rush of 
visitors in the Calcutta Maiduu to witn^s the *fcK)thall ^patches? * 

(b) Is it not a fact that a fur larger number of tifkets for entrance 
into the enclosures are generally issued than there is accommodation 
provided ? 

(c) Is it a Tact that the visitors in fretting admission meet with 
accidents in various ways? 

(d> If the answera to <6) and <c) are in the affirmative, «re the 
Government considering the desirability of taking steiw to put a stop 
to this abuM]^ 

(e) Will* the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state tbe princigle of 
leasing out these stallsf 





n 
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(/) Are tk 0 Pover^ment ^neidering the ^esirahiiity (4 leming out 
these* ItaUe at an* auction sale every ye^/ instead of giving the mono* 
jJoly to one* company onlyf^ ® • 

. Tlw Hnn’ble Mr. L. BIRLEY. (a) Government afe aware that a 
largf^ number of spectators watch important matches. 

(b) No, but at least on one occasion thi( year forged tickets were 
issued on the doy of the match resulting ih legitimate purchasers hnd* 
ing it difficult to obtain accommodation. * 

((t) and (d) Minor accidents sometimes occur but this cannot he 
altogether avoided when people swarm iound the ticket hoxe% and pu^h 
their way in. 

(e) l'*or some years past an annual contract has been entered into 
with kbsHT^. Headwards & Co. They are the only people in (Calcutta 
who possess the necessary stands which they- themselves took over from 
the previous contractors Messrs. B. H. Smith A Co. 

(/) Not at present; there are no othes* firms to ihe knowledge of the 
Comiui.^Hioner of Police, Calcutta, who can supply stands to the speci- 
fication reqnire<l, but the Commissioner of Police will l)C prepared to 
consider such firms if there are any. 

Or. H. W« B. MORENO. Have the Government before them any 
proposal for the erection of a stadium on the Calcutta Maidafi for the 
accommodation of those w’ho go to see football matches and other sports? 

Tilt Moil’bto Mfi L. BIRLEY: I have heard of such a proposal, but 
I shall require notice to state exactly whether it is before Government 
now. 


Lino oporatort of Bengal Covarnmant Praai. 

22. Mr. K. 0. RAY OHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in* charge of tjie Finance Department aware that the Lino operators in 
the Bengal Government Press are employed on piece-rate system, while 
the Lino operators in the India Government Press are employed on 
salaries!^, ^ 

(b) If the answer to (a) is imthe afi^rmative, will the Eon’ble Member 
be pleasqd to state the reasons for the differential treatment? 

MiriBER in obargo of FINANOi DEPARTMENT (tba HoiPblo 
Mr. 4. D0iiMil)i (a) and (b) The Lino operators in the Bengal Govern* 
ment Press fire employed on piece-work. This Govemni^ent have no 
definite information concerning the terms of service of lino operators 
in this Government of India Press or the reasons therefc^. 
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- ^ W« MORENO: Have the fiovern^^ent Jiefore them a 
from the Lino opefatprs complaining against the diffewmlial 
trl^jbnient meted out to theril? * • • 


The Hoil’blg Mr. il. DONALD: I have no retHjllection of having^ieen 
any memorial^ from the Lino operators* ii\ respecjt of differential treat- 
ment. 


Alleged unsatisfeotory errangeenent for female paesengere on Barf8al<^ 
Khulna and Barisal-Patuakhali lines. 

23. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURN Bahadurs 

(a) H^s the attention of the Hon’ble ^ember in charge of the*!Mariiii> 
Department been drawn to the cq^plaints that have been expressed as; 
to the nnsatisfactory nature of tlie accommodation provided in the Set^ond 
and InteAiediate Classes on th^ Qarisal-Khulua line? 

(6) Is it.a fact that there is no separate latrine for the Third Clasa 
female passengers? 

(c) Have similar complaints been received in regard to all higher 
classes on the daiisal-Patuakhali line? 

#(<?) AVe the Government considering the desitability of drawing tbo 
attention of the Steamer Companies to the matter? 

MEMBER in ohirgo of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tho*HonW 
Mr. J. Donald): (a) No. ^ 

{h) Government are informed that separate latrines are* provided for 
the use of Third Class female passengers on the Khulna^Barisal Express. 
Service. 

(c) No. 

{d) A copy of the question has l)een forwarded to the Agents. 


PMina rioti. 

24. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY tIHOUDHURI BMiidur: Wilt: 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to. 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the number of houses looted in Pabna with dates ; 

(ti) the Wtimated total damage; 

(fit) the number of persona arrested in connection with them ; 
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(iv) the number ol caees started; 

* . “ * • 

(t?) tha number of femtfle molestatioh caries ; 

(vi) the number of temple desecration cases ; 

(rii) the number of reliefs done by the Government to the persons 
looted ; • f, ^ 

(viii) the nwnber of persons actually ^Waten and^ injured by the 
hooligan^; and 

(i^) the number of hooligans actuaH'^ wounded by police fire P 

o 

Tha Hon’ble Mr^ L« BIRLEY: (i) A statement is laid on the table. 

(i?) has been roughly estimated that properties worth Rs. I,2f5,000 
were taken away by looters, but no estimate of the total damage has 
been prepared. 

(m) 635. 

(iv) 62. 

(v) Nil. 

(vi) One temple was desecrated. 

(vii) The question is not understood. 

<r?/i)^and (ir) Government have no information that any of the 
persons who assaulted others during these disturbance.s or of the per- 
sons who we-e wounded by the fire of the police were of the hooligan 
class. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (t) of unstarred question No. 24, 
, shounng the number of houses and shops looted in Pabna. 


Date. 

Number of houses. 

Number ol shops. 

3rH July 1»86 

2 

2 

4th July 1926 

9 

8 

J$th July 1926 

45 

, 2 

6th July 1926 

46 

14 

July 1926 

O 

38 

3 

«th J^y 1926 

,a . 17 

•• 

Total 

156 

T" 

29 


20 
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Denmidt for gronts. 

Land Revenue. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMEN1* of REVENUE 
REVENUE] (tho Hon'blo Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur 
of Nadia)^ On the recomineiKfetiou of His Exfellenry the Governor, 
I beg to move that a sum of Its. 18,750 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 5 — Land Kevenue *’ (page 7, Supplementary Demands 
for Grants). 

T^e following motions ij’ere called J)ut not moved: — 

Rei HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI, BiIni UMES CHANDRA 
CHATTiRJEE, and Mr. DL N. ROY:*' That the demand of 
Rs. 18,750 under the head * 5 — Land Revenue — Survey and Settlement* 
for an Aer(ft)lane Survey of the Khas Forests in the Chittagong District 
(page 7, Supplementary Demands for Grants) be refused.*’ 

The original motion was then put and agreed to. 


e— Exolta. 

MEMBER in otiarga of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [EXOItE] 
(the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhiiri« Khan 
Bahadur): On the rec^ommendation of His Excellency the Governor, 

I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 25,289 be granted fdr expenditure 
under the head " G— Excise ” (page 11, Supplementary* Demands for 
Grants). 

SARDAR MAHAFEZUDDIN AHMED: I move that the demand 
for Bs, 9,750 under the head “ G — Excise ” included in gri^nt No. 2) 
tor extending the benefits of travelling allowunc'e rules to Excise 
peons (page 9, Supplementary Demands for Grants) be refused. , 

I have no grudge against the Excise!^ peons, but J cannot help say- 
ing a' few words about their travelling allowances. The Government 
have got various departments under it. But the servic^ under its 
Excise Department have got double Idessings. In no other depart- 
ment its servants are blessed with the benefits of double remunera- 
tion. The officers- of the Excise Department get decent * salaries. 
Over and above, they^ get something mmw in addition to thein>pay as 
rewards, after conviction in the Excise cases, which soniattmee exceed 
the amouat ef ^eir pay. It is, therefore, to their own iaterest that » 
the peons travel to detect the crimes, having a lien on the conviction 
tinder the ino»t demoralising influence in their minds to reaiisd’ soins 
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amojinjf under tk^ gai6 of tbe name reward They are paid tke 
actual cost of travelling; 9% I do not find reason why they akoiild 
be thrice blessed for the work of a department which appears M 
most unpopular to the public. Besides, no case was m{tde out to grant 
them travelling allowances so long, and the work did Hot suffer a bit 
for it. On the other hand, they have very little wor)c ^o do, unlike 
the constable and the Court peons. No such grant should, therefore, 
be allowed to thenr. , 

Mr. 0. N. ROY: I move that the demand of Its. 25,289 under the 
head 6 — Excise ** (page 11, Supplementary Demands for Cmnts) be 
refused. 

Tha Niwab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 

DHURIf Khan Bahadur: Sir, as regards t.He demand for Bs. 9,750 
for extending the benefits of travelHng allowance rules to Excise 
peons, I would point out that under the reorganisation schepie sanc- 
\ tinned in 1914, the rates of pay of the peons of the Excise and Salt 
Department were fixed so as to compensate them for the cost of 
ordinary journeys. Accordingly, they were not entitled to draw any 
travelling allowances for journeys on tour, except railway or steamer 
fare and actual expenses for bmit-hire. In the n’vision of 1921, how- 
ever, time-scales of pay have been sanctioned for them which are 
almost the same as those fixed for peons of other departments. It 
is, therefore, proposed to allow the Excise peons to draw the same 
daily allowances for ordinary jounieys on tour within their jurisdic- 
tion as are at present drawn by peons of other departments, except 
when travelling within the- limits of the police-station where their 
headquarters are situated. 

Accordingly, I opose the motion. 

The demand of Rs. 25,289 is made up of two items, vie., — 

Rs. 

(1) Daily allowance of the peons of the Excise and Salt 9,760 

D^^rtjpent for ordinary jounieys on tour. 

(2) Supply of uniforais and kits to the subordinate Excise 16,639 

staff. 

«. * 

As regards the first, I have dealt with the necessity of the demand 
in connection with the motion by Sardar Hahafeeuddm Ahmed. 

As ngards the second, it is essential that the Excise petty officers 
and peons whose duties approximate to those of the police head- 
constables aii^ constables, respectively, should be clothed adequately 
for the sake of efficient administration of the department Owing to 
financihl difficulties in the^past, the necessary funds were not available 
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ike interests of the admiiustration were sacrificed in the inieteel 
1 economj. Throughout the^ proTiuce ^stanf com^eixits hafeJbeen 
^s3e of the inadequacy hf funds under this head, and in many 
^t^Ots kit has keen far below any decent standard. It is* therefore, 
^posed to supply on an adequate scale uniforms and kits to the 
subordinate Excise staff. ^ 

It will thub J[>e seen 4hat the grant is absolutely necessary, and I 
would, therefort, oppese tie nuitions for refusal. , ^ 

The motion of Mr. D. N, Roy That the demand of Rs. 25,21^ 
under the head ‘ b — Excise ' j(page 11, Supplementary Demands for 
Grants) refused,” was put and lost. 


The motion of Sardar Mahafer.uddin Ahmed ” That the demand for 
Rs. 9,750 under the head * () — Excise * tincluded iit Grant No. 2) for 
extcfiding the benefits of travelling allowance rules to fixf^e peons 
(page 9, Supplementary ^lemands fbr Grants) be refuse<l,” was put 
and lost. ^ 

The original <lemand was thep put and agreed to. 


fiA—Foratt Capital Outlay ohargatf to Rtvanua and 52A— Foraat Outlay 
not ohargod to Ravonuti 

MEMBER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of*REVENUE [FORESTS] 
(tho Hon’Mo Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali ChmidlNiri, Khan Baha- 
dur)! On the recommendation of His Excellency the Govenvr, I*move 
that a sum of Rs, 5(5,250 he granted for expenditure under the head 
“ Forests ” (page 13, Supj)lcmentary Demands for jGmiits). 

The following motions w*ere called but not moved : — 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI and Mr. D. N. ROYi 

” That the demand of Rs. 50,250 under the head ‘ 8 A — Forests ’ (page 
13, Supplementary Demands for Grants) be refused.” 

The original demand was then put and agreed to. 


S— Ragfatati^n- 

• 

MEMOIR in ohMga of RiCItTRATION DEFARTMINT (thi 
HofFMa Namb* Bahadur Baiyid NaMb Ali Ohaudhuri, Khan 
Bahadur) S On the recommendation of Hie Excellency the Governor, 
1 move that the grant of Rs. 9,200 be made in the Regietration Depart- 
ment for file purchaee of iron record racks for xm in* certain distriifi 
Begistration offices (page 15, Supplementary Demands for 0|;antii)* 
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As memUrs fre th^re ars many records of the Registration 

Department that have to ^ permanently preserved and complete 
r^l^sters are* sent every year to the Sadar offices of the districts for 
custody. To keep these in good order it is essential that racks should 
be constructed. Last year the full number of racks could not be usady 
in tiihe, so we are asking for prdvisioii to construct the remainder this 
year. ' 

Tlie following nA>t ion iiot move^: — 

c 

Mik Da Na ROY a ** That the demand of Rs. 9,200 under the head 
‘ 9 — Registration ’ (page 15, Supplementary Demands for rants) be 
refused.” 

The orighial demand was then put and agreed to. 


SS— Constniotion of Irrigation Worlis (not ohargad to Revomia). 

* <* 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon'ble Maharoia Kahauniah Chandra Ray Bahadur of Sadia); On 

th« reioramendation of Hi» Excellency the Governor^' I move that a 

sum of Uh. 25, (MM) be granted for expenditure under the' head “ 55 

Construction of Irrigation Works ” (page 17, Supplementary Demands 
for Grantvs). ‘ ‘ * t 

The details have been circulated in a memorandum and the mem- 
bers ftf th^ Council know the reason wliy this motion has been brought 
forward. I shall deal with the other points that might be raised in 
the discussion at a later stage. 


Or. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Sir, I move that the 
demand of Rs. 25,000 under the head “ 55 — Irrigation ” (page 17, 
Supplementary Demand for Grants) be refused. 

Sir, I desire at the outset to protest against the manner in which 
an important qt-estion like thev,Orand Trunk Canal scheme ie sought 
to be disposed df By Government. The pre.sent Council will cease to 
•xist in two days’ time. Is it fair, I ask, to rush a measure like. this 
through a dying Council? If the Government really intend to as- 
certain the views of the people,- would it not be better to wait till a 
new Conuqil caim into existence. A few months’ delay is sot likely 
to make much difference in the situation. * 

^Sir, tffe demand of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigatioo 
Department loAa very modest on the face of it; it is only for a anm of 
Ea. 36,000. Bht in reality the demand is (or a very large sum, ftw it 
oommitt ns to an expenditure of Bs. 2.79,00.000, which I have no 
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will ultimately be far exceeded.* In % ine^mrrfndum wbicb 

t \ been circnlated to ns. main reason advanced in fevour* of tbi 
erne is that the Doa ^ra Channel is silting up and that the con» 
dikion of the 'Suptermukhi and a few other channels is serious* 
Admitting that this is so, it does not seem to me to cause much 
apprehension^ In a deltaic area, it alVays happens that some chihnels 
get silted, but^^ithers ojUn up in the natural course of things. It 
never happens <b be the cale that all channels di> up at one and the 
same time. * 

The scheme has been advocated on the ground that expertsi want 
it. I ha^ carefully read the lecture which was delivered by Mr. 
Addams-Williams a few years back, and I must confess that I remain 
unconvinced as to the utility of the scheme, I have also consulted 
8om% other experts who are of opinion that the scheme is hot only not 
necessary, but is likely t# prove disastrous to Bengal. 

Sir, my view is that there^is no necessity for the scheme, but 
there ai%, in my opinicni, very strong objections to the proposal. My 
first objection is that it will interfere with the natural draimige of the 
province. The flow of Bengal rivers is from north to south, but the 
canal will run ffoiu west to east. It will thus interrupt the drainage, 
and this interruption is hound to prejudicially affect the health of the 
entire neighbourhood. We all know how unhealthy the greater part 
(4 Bengal is at present. It will be a disaster if a new and serious 
factor is now introduced into the insanitary condition of the province. 
The interference with the drainage system is also likely to l)c a s^mrcc 
of floods during the rains and thus cause damage if) crops. * 

Sir, another disadvantage of the proposed (anal will he that it 
will impede country-boat traffic. At present the innev nuite which 
the canal will traverse is avaihul of by c<mntry-l)(mts. But when 
steamers will run along the canal, it will be too risky and hazardous 
for the small boats to ply. 

Thirdly, the scheme contemplates the construction of i/canal of a 
length of 221 miles, from Baranagore to Mulpncha. But beyond this, 
the steamers will have to use the riveir route. Now, t^ese rivers are, 
in many places, very shallow and will require conUtant dredging. It 
is admitted by Government that the rivers comprising this route are 
deteriorating. In course of time, therefore, it will be •found neces- 
sary to canalise the whole length of the route, comprising about 200 
miles. When this^ happens, it will mean an unbearable burden on the 
finances of the province. 

This brings me to the financial aspect of the question. The original 
estimate * 0 ! the scheme, as sanctioned by the S«cri;^Hry of States 
amounted to Bs. 309 lakhs, but the present estimate is foi Rs. 279 
lakhs. This reduction in the estimates appears to have befft made 
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with »n object, find thfiit object ie to make^the scebine more acceptable 

the reprfeentatives of the people, k hafj;e not the slighteet doubt 
in my mind that the co»t has been greatly underestimated. We all 
know that estimates have a habit of mounting up; they always exceed 
the original figures. I will take the Madaripur Bhil* Route as an 
instance in point. The estimate orifijinally sanctioned was 
Rs. 38,96,352 but the amount spent up to Jhe end of^+he year 192‘i-24 
was Bs. 68,39,100. ‘ In other words, the ultimate cost'has been nearly 
double the original «e8timate. It is quite possible that the ultimate 
expenditure of the Grand Trunk Canal will far exceed the present 
estimates. If the project is accepted by the Council and the Govern- 
ment, they should be prepared to spend Rs. 5 or Rs. 6 crores. And 
if, and when, the rivers comprising the outer route silt up, the ulti- 
mate cc^gt of the lengthened canal may be Rs. 10, or even R^. 15, 
erores. As for the return of 13»6 per cent, on the outlay, expected 
by Government, I am sorry I am lAable to share their optimism. 
Experts are always enthusiastu* about^ their own pet scheipes, but 
Government should be cautious. They should not allow their 
enthusiasm to outrun their discretion. Now I wish to putt a question 
to the supporters of the scheme. Is there a single irrigation scheme 
in any part of India which yields so high a return as 13*6 per cent.? 
As a matter of fact, none of the imgation schemes in Bengal has 
proved prinluctive. The Bhil Route of which we heard so mifch at 
the time of its construction has now been found to’ be unproductive, 
os it yields u return of 3*29 per cent. 

I*^ su binit, Sir, that this is a serious matter and should not be 
lightly dealt with. In any case, the duty of the elected members of 
this Council is quite clear. There should be no hesitation, no vacilla- 
tion, on their part, and they should reject this demand. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I rise to support the 
motion which has been moved by my friend Dr. Pramathanath 
Banerjea. “ On more than one occasion in the past we criticised the 
Grand Trunk (/unal Sc heme, and all the arguments that were advanced 
before have bien i*eiterated wjth much force by Dr. Banerjea. Sii, 
we maintain, eved after all that has been said by the experts, who 
father the Grand Trunk Canal Scheme, that no case has been made 
out at aU fo# the st'heme. The only argument that has been advanced 
in support of the scheme is this — that the Doa Agra, the gateway of 
the Sund^rbans Steamer Route, is silting up, that the 50 miles of river 
route between the Channel Creek and the Matla System is dying up 
and, therefore, a new channel, a new steamer route, has to found 
out. That is , the sum and substance of the whole argument underlying 
*the Govemm^t policy. But, Sir, the very first question that arises 
is this ; If you mean to solve this difficulty by opening up a new canal 
between Baranagore and JS[ulti, a distance of 30 miles, why can you 
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lupt undertake a similar scheme^ if at aU it is |iac^Mt^ry,* and canalise 
lAe existing river route ^tw^n the Channel Ciaek tmd the'Matla? 
That point has not bc^n OTtisfactorily answered. AU the Experts haae 
admitted that -the rivers eastward of the Matla are very good open 
rivets, that they are not aftn^ed at all by the proc*e«s of reclamation' 
which is gomg on in the Sunderbai]!l area, yet they will not Answer 
the question whv the aVstern portion of the steamer route between 
the Channel #ieek and the ^atla System shonjd ^not be canalised. 
Then, coming to Ae projwsed scheme itself^ well, even if you under- 
take and execute the Grand IVuiik Canal Schem?, then you will have 
to depend on other rivers #hich are us dying as the rivers *in the 
Western Sunderbans and are as full of tidal meeting gmunds. You 
cannot by simply executing the Grand Trunk Canal Scheme, as it 
stands at the present moment, namely, by canalising H5 miles 

from Uaranagore to Kulti, avoid the future risk that you art running 
in depending on the system of ^vers lying to the east of Kulti, between 
Kulti and Passar. Experts may now say that they are very gtwid 
rivers, but who knows and where is the guarantee that the successors 
of the present experts will not say: The rivers to the east of Kulti 
are dying up—what can be doneK The whole steamer route between 
Kulti and Parf^r will have to be canalised. That will mean an 
expenditure ‘of crores and crores. How many tinjes three crores no 
one can say at the present moment. Certainly it will be a much bigger 
Scheme than the present (rrand Trunk Cannf project. This doubt is 
not only shared by the memWi-s of the Opposition here, hut is also 
shared by even “ responsible publicists, lict me quote from a leader 
of the Enf/Hshnian published some time in February, 195?^!, trhi<‘R very 
forcibly sums up the whole issue: — 

Feasible as this may sound, however, there are certain obvious guarantees 
w'hich must be given before it is decided to construct a canal, and not a rail* 
waif. The process of siltation is proceeding so rapidly, for example, that even 
if titore are good open rivers available to^iay, who is able to say whetlier the 
same waterways may not share the fate that is non' overtaking the Doa Agra 
River— 2,760 feet wide in 1897, hut dwindled down to a mere streagi of 200 feet 
across at the present day and this after repeated dredgings P In capital works 
of this type, it is necessary to look far ahead into^the future. Will the Pumur 
River and the other '' good open rivers ’’ remain immune foreaoother twenty or 
thirty ycArs and longer, or will they also be strangled 1^’ silt deposits P That 
is a question which the Irrigation IXepartment has to answer satisfactorily. It 
would not be wisdom to construct a canal otherwise. The canal may be dug and 
utilised for, s^y, ten years, when it may be found that the ** goSd ofMn rivers '* 
are showing signs of weakness with sinUter sandbanks appearing where the 
waters now run deep. Then it would be neoeasary to dig the canal further to. 
wards the east and finally in this way the still water channel millet have to 
be cut all the distance to Khulna itself. Were thb to happen, wottl^ it etUl be 
found that the canal had cost only half ae much sa the duplioatioii ii the raib 
way line to Khulna? Clearly, more iafonnation is wanted on thk point as iko 
upon the* mnaequences of canal embankments stretching directly aoroee ihl 
natural ebpe of the laud which is from north to south and cutting off the head- 
waters of the Matla River— the only outlet of the Bidyadheri RiveiP carrying 




SEMAIf]^ FQB 6&AKTS. * ' [iriH Atw.’ 

BW»y the dreihege of ,C*jrutta »^|d *nbarb«. If the Matle River ia kiiledi the 
Bid 7 « 4 h»ri too wilt Upoe^ily oeue to exist, and« all the eviU which have lately 
n^enaced a giyat and growing city will be let iSose.^ 

These are the obnenafions not of a non-ro-operator nor of a Swaraj- 
i«t, neither of any meml)er on^this side of the House*^ but are* the 
remarks of a responsible pnblicist. The^ are the observations of 
a paper w’hi(‘h is supposed to be in the copfidence ofrthe Government 
and which in j^asoft and gut of 8eaHon*i8 found ^o ^pport Government 
policy and measure^g After this I hope members on the right will 
think land pause before they hasten to support the Grand Trunk Canal 
Project. ** 

BibU AMULYA DHONE ADOY: Sii, I thank the Hon^de 
Meml)er-in-(^narge for having given us tlie opportunity of expressing 
our final opinion on the subject.* It is not*a question as to whether 
an estimate of Rs. 25,000 should be Sanctioned, but it is a question 
as to whether we should sanction a schenje at a cost of Rs. 2,7H*()0.000. 
Kir, if this scheme aj)pears to be necesrfary, then by all means have the 
scheme and the sooner it is done, the better. But we find‘*that some 
of the most important public bodies of Calcutta have, expressed their 
opinion quite against it. The Corporation (d Calcutta is of opinion 
that it is not necessary. Then, Sir, the Bengal National ^haml)er 
of Commerce is also of that opinion. It will appear from theit letta»* 
which was forwarded to the Government that the existing steamer 
route in the Sunderbaiis lias been .surveyed by Cajitains Bews and 
Bfgbte anvl it is (juite clear from their rep(;rt that they find’ no fault 
with the rivers from Subterimikhi to the Biddah. But with a view 
to obviate the diftii ulty in the Doa Agra a new channel — known as the 
Gheaputty Cuf — has been opened. If this proves successful, the 
difficulties encountered in the Doa Agra would be obviated. 
this does not happen and if the Doa Agra shows a persistent tenwlfecy 
of silting up, locks can be placed at its two ends aft<fr properly dredg- 
ing it. In* the Subtermukbi the only difficulty is a crossing. This, 
again, shows the necessity of keeping a navigable channel open. In 
case* the SubteiVnukhi crossing ipersists in giving trouble, a channel 
can easily be maintained by dredging at a small cost. The Sunder- 
bans rivers often change their course, but seldom die out altogether. 
This opinion Hhey have expres.sed after making local enquiries and 
after consultation with experts o'h this question. It has b^n alleged 
that this ^sctieme would be a productive one. But th^ Bengal National 
Chamber says that this scheme is hardly likely to prove remunerative. 

If the steamer companies are sanguine about its success, why should 
they not be ashM to guarantee a subsidy on the outlay? Otherwise, it 
would be allowing them to compete with railways at the expense of 
the tax-payers who would have to make good any loss the Government 
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]g|^ inctir on this account. Further, it, is propoyd ^to liave a new 
iliind harbour in Calcutta. have on the banL of the Hoi^ly 
a place of busine^ laboriously buitt up during the last huuv 

dred y^rs. A very large amount of money has been sunk in docks, 
jetties, railway# and godowns. The amount of . money that would be 
required to build a new centre of trade with godown offices, wharves, 
etc., may be moij usefull^ utilised in other reproductive works which 
would yield the* public* a ^ood^ income. In the jxijting centre on 
the river bank we have the buying marts cl8se by and goods cun be 
easily put into carts or on board inland vessels. * 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, 
the members? 


Is the document available to 


bAm AMULYA DHONE ADOY^It must have been ci^ulated 
some years ago. This docunient.Vjated the 25th August, 1923, has l»eeu 
addressed^ to the Secrciarv to the Government of Bengal, Public Works 
Department (Irrigation). I haVe, got this copy from tl»e Secretary of 
the NationuJI Chamber of Commerce. Now it a])pears that the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce is strongly opposed to this scheme. 
It has been alleged that some of the rivers in the Sunderbans have 
already silted ‘up, Witli reference to this point, I would draw your 
attentior^ the note of Mr. Hutingford, the then Secretary in 
charge of the Irrigation Department of the Government of Bengal. 
This note is dated the 5th -Tuly, 1923. He says these rivers are actually 
being used at the present time and, with the ex(‘eption of ^je |«ece 
from Channel Creek to the Hahilla River, the Sunderbans Route i» 
likely to remain a perfe<tly sati>fuctory route for nuvig»tion for the 
next many years. • 

MR|||||||pt you will not deny me the pleasure of drawing your attention 
tciSHppinion of another gentleman — Babu Jadu Nalh Roy — who is 
the Managing Agent of the East Bengal River Steam Service, lie is 
a public man and is one wlio is interested in tlvis scheme. * Now' let 
us yee what opinion he expressed in the Conference held at Goveniment 
Rouse in January, 1925, in the very augyst presence of Mis Excellency 
the Governor. Mr. Roy siiys: “ It is not a fact fhift 59 miles of the 
Sunderbans Route from Channel Creek to Matla are bad— only a portion 
>f the route from Channel Creek to Hahilla, about 7 mil<^ in* length, 
is shallow' in places, and the total length retjuiriug dredging will not 
"xceed 2 or 2^ miles. As regards Suhtermiikbi, I found abqiat 1,000 
eet shallow during my inspection of those channels recently 

Now, Sir, on the suggestion of some of the membara of my Chanther, 
i have mad^ ^ personal inspection of some of these rivers in the Huttder* 
mns in the month of January^ last, and I am also of that opinion,. 
Sir, it has been alleged that it is impossible to maintain tha existing 
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liveiB in tbe •Simdtrbans. • With regard to that point, I beg to 
•dia^ .>ur^ attention to tl^ note of Mu*. *^dam8-William», dated the 
UCth December, 1924. In the year 1912-13, only Rs. 53,505 spent 
■for the dredging of these rivers, and for four yeara/continnously not 
•a single farthing was spent for this purpose. Then, f ask seriously — 
who is responsible for the present state of Jhings? It the Govern- 
ment who is solely responsible for bringii^ about this state of things. 
For six years IroiU 191^^-24 only R8.*^3,ll,000nva^ s^nt, and the Doa 
Agra has been imjgoved very lately. My contention is this: Had the 
Government taken necessary steps for the proper maintenance of these 
rivers in the Sunderbans, there would have been no nicessity for 
launching intc a costly scheme of about Rs. 3 crores. 

Then, ^ir, it has been stated that the object of this scheme is to 
give additional facilities to trade between Calcutta and Eastern Bengal. 
Well, Sir, as a merchant I shalf be vj»ry glfid to support it. But I am 
afraid the question at issue seems td me to be quite beside the point. 
We have got a railway system connecting Calcutta with EasteiVi Bengal. 

I asked the Agent of the Eastern Bengal Railway as to whether this 
scheme seemed to be necessarj’ or whether further extension^ were likely 
to be made between Calcutta and Eastern Bengal. 'The reply which 
I have got from him seems to me that material extensions have already 
l>een made, c./;., connection of tlie Dacca district to Santabar by rail- 
way extensions and b\*' wagon ferry over the Brahmaputra. This rail- 
way is quite prepared to double the lines from Dum-Dum to Khulna 
aD4 handle any traffic that is likely to go through that dV>es not go 
now. He further states that they were ready to build a railway from 
Earidpur to^Charmaguria to haudle Madaripur traffic, this will also 
make the provision of tJie Grand Trunk Canal less ne<‘es8ary than ever. 
8o it appears that a good many extensions have already been made and 
further extensions are likely to be made. These are the facta X^ace 
before the House, and I ask the members in all seriousness ^betlier 
there is apy ne<*eS8ity for incurring such an enormous cost. 

As r^ards the estimate, I am strongly of opinion that it is surely 
t« be exceedejj. We have had sad exj)erience of the past. In the case 
of the Kidderpon? bridge, the original estimate was Rs. 8 lakhs, but 
it came up to Rs. 12 lakhs; in the case of Government buildings at 
Delhi, Jbe ©riginal estimate was Rs. 6 crores and it came up to Rs. 14 
crores. Sir, one word more and I have do 4 e. 

Hr. f^RltlDENTl Your time is up, Mr. Addy.' 

I 

iifell ^LYA DHONE AODYl Then, Sir, I wiU draw attention 
to the revisi^ estimate that has been circulated, from (which it will 
appear that material alterations have been made. With regard to the 
exca^tion, the excess Rs. 7^ lakhs and with regard to railway 
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i^|||rftticA8 th«re i« an excess of Rs* 32,^,000. *Efen^ ini the revised 
eidl^ate is much higher, *S(^ far as thesj estimates are concinftNi, 
tiaa thf original estimate It will appear from that •note that 
2,79,00,000 is the net estimate and not gross estimate, because it 
appears from that note that the gross estimate of expenditure to he 
incurred by Goveinment in connfction with this schem# is 
Rs. 3,81,00,0<K). am ciJrious about the preparation of the estimate. 
The cost of acqdlsitjon #01 land has been omitted altogether from the 
revised estimate. In the original estimate it^is Rs. 53,57,0(M), but in 
the revised estimate instead of entering that amount, it has been stated 
that there •'ill be a profit of R1 9,72,0(M1 and, therefore, this sum has 
been deducted from the estimate. Mr. Addams>Williams appears to 
be under the impression that all the business in other parts of Calcutta 
will ^e removed to the new harbour at Maniktolla; therefore, the 
market value of lands wiH go up and thereby Goveniment expects to 
get a good profit by the dispos^H of the surplus lands. But circum- 
stances lyjve materially altered now. During the last land boom there 
was scarcity of land, when the w»nts of houses went up by leaps and 
bounds. Biit at the present moment, owing to depression of trade, 
several godown.s Jiave been lying vacant for months and rents have 
materially come down. In Chetla alone one-third of the godowns are 
lying vacant. * The scheme is not likely to be a prwhictive one, l)e(’ause 
tljl* existing freight on rice from Goulundo to fabuttn is 3 annas and 
11 pies by the steamer route and 2 annus 4 pi?s per mound by rail- 
way. ^^ot withstanding the fact that no toll is levied on the steamer 
the railway by t>8 fier cent. Therefore, it cannot be a product ive%>ne. 
route, still the rate of freight by steamer is higher than that by 
railway by 08 per cent. Therefore, it cannot he a productive one. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou must now resume your seat Mr. Addy. 

BMlU N ALIN IRANIAN EARNER: 1 move that the demand of 
Rs. 25,000 under the head 55 — Irrigation '' (page 17, Supplemen- 
tary Demands for Grants) be refused. 

My first objection against this motion is that there is not the li^ist 
necessity for bringing forward ibis itenf along with jbhe^supplementary 
budget. There is no urgency or emergency about the measure; neither 
is it a fact that any fund is nw'essary for works already begun. Ho 
1 cannot but /diaracterise this demand for Rs. 25,000 in fuftherance 
of a scheme which will cost about Rs. 3 crores ultimately as most 
unfair. • 

1 need not go into the previous history of the scheme or that of the 
several Committees and Conferences which never considered it as a 
whede, but idid so only piecemeal, and whose deducti<|ps, there! ire, • 
were not logically sound. The lost Conference at the Government 
House in January, 1925, ended in nothing, ^ost of tiie aspect/ of the 
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scheme wer^ ruledtcu* of diiteussion, specially the AEancial one by His 
Excellency Lord Lytton jrho presided. *Mr. Addams-Williams who, 
according to Lord Lytton, was probably the greatest living iuthority 
upon engineeiing connected with deltaic rivers and the like of whom 
it w^ould be impossible to find anywhere in the world, explained that 
the outer steamer route was doomed and thijjt he had reduced the esti- 
mate and found a solution of the only kijptty problem concerning the 
passage of the •Btftistola ^^Khal by th^ substitittioii of the cut near 
Assasuni. * 

r admit in all humility that my Lnowledge of the engineering 
world or its problems is just as much limited as that of any other lay- 
man, but I might be pardoned by the greatest authority, the acting 
Chief Engineer and the Hon’ble Member himself in charge of the 
Irrigation Department, for asking a few questions which only common- 
sense suggests. f 

Firxtly^ why is it that at a time when the scheme was act^ially put 
into operation with all the energy at'the command of this very potent 
department, the work u'as suddenly stopped by the Mah'.rajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan!^ Was there any doubt in his giind that all the 
claims of the scheme, then put forward were not as sound as they 
apjieured on paper, or else w’hat were the facts? 

SecoiKlly, assuming that the I)oa Agra, Siibtermukhi and otK^r 
channels down to the Matin aie dying, is the present scheme the only 
soli^ion, taking into consideratioii the almost similar condition of tlie 
open ri\%M‘K and khals between Malanclia and Khulna? The whole 
scheme is bailed on the assumption that in the Kith year after fom- 
niencenieiit, Uie project will not only pay its way but pay a dividend 
as well in all up to 18 -‘2 per cent,, but what guarantee is there beyond 
that of Mr. Addains-Williains’ opinion that the open waterways will 
be productive in the maimer they are expected to do? The question, of 
course, clqes not arise if. Sir, we can persuade ourselves to believe that 
we are in the reign of King Canute and we are his courtiers. If not, I 
wquid respectfully request the acting Chief Engineer to cast off his 
official mask for t\ while and tM! the Hou.se what he thinks of the pro- 
bable behaviour of these waterways 18 years hence. Besides, would he 
kindly compare the conduct of the Attarabanka and Kumar Rivers in 
connei'tibn with the Madaripur Bhil Route with that of these water- 
ways in connwtion with the Gi'and Trunk Canal pi-oper? Again, what 
do the theories of Mr.’* Adc^ams-Williams himself, as propounded in 
his official book on the deltaic rivers, prove when applied to the prob- 
lems of these rivers? Even in respect of the solution found in the 
Assasuni bui^ is it too much for a layman to inquire what effect it 
will have on the Boyera Bhil and we verso? I mention only a few 
engineering problems, Sir, lest 1 take more time than I may; 
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{i^kirdly, can the Hon'ble Member a$8^re the H|U»e tlat tbe e«ti- 
is as sound and tfs clo^a| it should be and whether it ha<^b#en 
etmnined by any indei^uAut authority ii? every detail* althouirb 
Mr, Addanis**WiUiams may have revised it several times over and made 
convenient redu*'tions If not, is not there n reasonable apprehension 
that the estimate is not what it should 4)e, in spite of the threat aliflitv 
and honesty of purpose ofMts fatlier? Is it the experience of the 
Hon'ble Member Jhat tlie attual n*ork done by a drndger umi* the cost 
of doing such work by it per unit has in any instance t)een in lU’cord- 
ance w’ith the estimate!^ Cannot sand, clay, dead aiTimal and vegetable 
matter, or ^ven crabs, and hilsjf fish, found in tlie wav of the cutters 
of the dredgers make a dift'eren<‘e in the nitesy* Assuming it to be so, 
what provision, in the liglit of his experience, has the Hon’hle Mem- 
ber made as regards additional cost of dredging!^ And a dredger in 
India is a treaclierous monster. If f^rtljer experience of its ftemen- 
dous treachery is needWl, I can %n\ly refer the House to the Hombay 
Back Ba^ Reclamation Scheme. I maintain that the estimate, of 
expenditure is much under the*pj*ohable figure, while that of income 
is abnormaH>' exaggerated. The latter imint has been ably made out 
by the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, and I need not re|)eat 
it here. But one*^hiug is certain: It the ui-tuul income falls short 
of the expe< ted’ one, then goo<l-hye to the IM *2 i>er cent, return in the 
Idth yeu 4 ‘ from comniemeinent and the project l>eing classified as a 
pr^&uctive one under the Public Works Department Code, and, unfor- 
tunately, number 13 is a significant one. 

Fourthly, what is the opinion of the Piihlif* Health I)( )iartnfl>nt 
with regard to the schemed Is the HoiCble Meml)er satisfied that a 
solution has been found to avoid all interference with djUiiiage, agri- 
culture and healthy I am aware of the parallel drain al(»itg the (fraud 
Trunk Canal proper, its intake and outfall, its syphons and Im-ks, but 
what is l>eyoud these y Neither the Bid^’adhari River nor the Habra 
Gong will drain away a country so vast and pra< tically uniformly level. 
What is the acting Chief Engineer’s experience, even with the Bhan- 
gor Canal and the Magrahat Drainage Embankment f Does he iiot 
receive many urgent requests for opening, out sfuices to ]ireserve crojfs 
and lives? • 

There are various other questions, but I have mentioned only a few. 
Even these will prove that the scheme is not yet ripe foi* being put 
through. At the Government House <3ofiferenre, Lord Lytton said 
that a series of Conferences would be called by Government to«go into 
various details. Unlortunately, not a single Conference was called. 

If ii bad been, it would not be n^essary for me to take the time of 
the Council to-day by asking these questions that remain unanswered. 
Probably, are unansw^able. And without going into details it 
is impofifible to express an opinion on the scheme. 
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,8ir, a Aw othlr joints, Equally important, need coneiderin;: The 
Grand Tr^tik Canal k foithe benefit of*ty inland steamer companies 
^)nly. What contribution, if any, do they propose to piake either in 
the shape of capital expenditure or contract for tolls'? What has the 
Eai^ern Bengal Raitway which, at the present moment, in oammon 
with all other. State Railways lias embarke^ upon a scheme of expan- 
sion and greater facility with a view to^attract tr^^c, got to say in 
this matter? Wbuld t^,eir rates and those of the Iteamer companies 
saddled with a tolj neutralise each other in connection with what the 
traffic will bear, and would not then tli^e railway draw more traffic than 
the steamer companies if only on the basis of speed? Thane are prob- 
lems which have not been solved and yet the Government is rushing 
with the H(!heme. 

A «avigation canal. Sir, is not an unmixed blessing. Tim Man- 
chester Ship Canal, which is ndt a (^)vernfuent concern but a commer- 
cial undertaking, with its innumerable facilities, failed to declare a 
dividend for nearly 20 years. During the next five years* it paid a 
dividend of only 1 to 2i per cenl. ' During the last five years it has 
been paying 4 to 5 per cent. It should he mentionetl in® this connec- 
tion that the cost of this scheme ex<'ceded the original estimate by 
40 per cent. The most nuMlcrn and newest inlanfi wjateiwuy of any 
length in America, the New York Barge Canal, is a huge failure. It 
costs mu(‘h less to traifsport hy rail than by this canal. The Missi^;si])])i 
Canals ai*e not i)aying, hut are maintained more for draining the 
de^Ja and saving the (‘otton 4 rops. The Danube Canals are in a similar 
position*. Any cross-canal or navigation channel in the Ganges delta, 
dissected as^ it is with north and south or north-west and south-east 
waterways, ^ven on Mr. Addams-Williams' own river-course theory, 
is bound to fail, ajid nobody knows what will happen in, say, 40 years' 
time, the i>eriod wliich may be assured to be the term of currency of 
the loan or even in 18 years when the proje<*t is advertised to pay 
13, *2 j:)er^ceiit. return on an infinted estimate of income. 

Sir, both I»rd Lytton and the Hon’hle Mr. Donald assured the 
CTonference at the Goverunieiit House in January, 1925, that the scheme 
was an investment and would pay. Such an assurance, again, reminds 
me of the Bombay Back Bay Scheme. The Majority Report of the 
Special C<|pmittee of Enquiry appointed last year to investigate the 
affairs of the Bombay sc*heme placed the main responsibility of the 
failure on Sir George Buchanan, the Advisory Engineer, and the 
Minorify Report blamed the Bombay Gk>vemment, and suggested that 
Counsel be consulted to fix the liability of Sir George. Sir Chinura* 
lal Setalvad^ the then Executive Councillor in charge of the portfolio, 
said that thf reclamation would yield a profit of Rs. 30 tp 50 crores 
to tlie city of Bombay. Sir, the assertions of the Bengal Government, 
its eVpert and advisors ^in eonnectioii with this scheme appear to me 
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t|(| %e at a par with those of the Bombay €k>ve|n]rait nl re^;>eot of 
titi Back Bay Scheme.* Tim difference jg that^hile Bemeeik hea 
oieeHaken the. Bombay scheme much sooner than wag existed, w# 
might have to wUit 13 years to realise our fate. And what is at the 
root ol the Bontbay failure}^ I am almost afraid to mention it — it i» 
the dredger ! ^In Bombay^ we find the* same undue liaste in its t>ur- 
chase, the same qj’erestimating its working capacity, the same under- 
estimating its coiff jjer unit of w#rk. the same idleness and. the same 
result as in the case of our dmlger. And last but not least, do we 
find in this Goveniment the same attitude of secr^y and reliance on 
a mngle parson, howsoever higli his reputation might be as it was 
found in the Bombay Government. I beg to warn the House, Sir, 
that the Grand Trunk (^aiial as a paying and even as an engineering 
M’henig is bound to fail. It would interfere with sauitatiom and agri- 
<;ultural pi*osi>e< ts of the ((^itry and ultimately land the province with 
a tremendous burden of repayineJ^ of an enormous loan with interest. 
All that could |heii exi)ect in return would be a Committee of 
Etiquii*y and a possibly nicely f>o«tid volume of Report. The authors 
of the bubble would have vanished by that time beyond reach, their 
reputation findiiig.a cool grave in the putrid waters of a stagnant canal. 

I again beg to warn the House and reciuest it to reje<^t this demand 
for grant. 

• ' 

Bibu 8 URENDRA NATH RAY: 1 am sorry I huv3 to < ppose this 
expenditure of Rs. 25,000 on the Grand Trunk Canal, not bccauao. B 
am opposed to the proje<‘t altogether hut l»ecuuse the way ia wffich 
the expenditure is sought to he passed. At the fag end of the life of 
the Council, w^e are asked to commit ourselves to an exptndiiuiHi of Oi 
sum of at least Rs. 3 i rores or which may go up to Rs.Ti crores, foi 
the estimate of an hmgiiieer is always liable to excised like the Billl 
of a Solicitor. 

So far back as the year 1901 or 1902 when Mr. Stevcnso«-J|ooi'e wa** 
the Collector of the 24-Parganas, the project was, I think, first mooted 
and |he scheme was to have the canal from Gnrden Reach south-eaiil^-. 
wards to join the Tolly's Nullah. Mr. liOes who ]ra8*mibge<]uent]y' 
brought as an expert from Burma to advise on the scheme supported* 
that alignment, but for some reason or other it was abandoned, and the 
present alignment is through Baranagore where large tmete *of land' 
have already been acquired and many people bav# bean rendered^ 
houseless. We sbowld like to know if it is a fact that tlUMre are 
people who think that the scheme is not likely to bO' ftttqpcially' 
remunerative, and unless and until we are certain that financially it 
would be a«aiiccees, 1 think Government ought not to come before |be 
Council and commit it to such a large expenditura. We ehcmld Mke 
to know if H is a fact that so far back as 1018, thop^|eot»cii| # 



‘ es <®EMANDS BOB OB ANTS. ' " [17th Aw 

Ti-vnll^ Canal linking ^ast Bfcngal and Assam with Calcutta by a- shor 
navigable joute wag subsetted to tke •Qo^rnnrent of India in whicl 
{he capital expenditure was shown to be HC. 2,80,00,000. and the Gov- 
ernment of India, after considering the Bcheme, pointed ont that the 
capital expenditure would far exceed the estimates and consequently 
tuapded the scheme as unproductive. We should like to know if it 
is a fact that discussion as to the utility of the canjjJ has been going 
on between the& Bengal Jfational (,’hainl)er of h)omme^ce and the Gov- 
ernment for the la^t few years and that the former have submitted 
in their letter to the latter that since the submission of the estimated 
cost at Hh. 27,36,100, the rates have increased and the work was likely 
to cost 75 per cent, more than the estimated cost. We should like to 
have the opinions of Captain Bews and Begbie on the project placed 
before ^s. We should like to know if it is a fact that the route haj 
recently l)een surveyed by them caud that tlj^y have reported that in a 
considerable number of the Sunde^bans rivers no deterioration has 
apparently taken place. 

We are informed that at a Conference held under the presidency 
of the Hon^ble the Maharajadhiiiija Bahadur of Burdwan it was 
deciiled that steps should be taken to keep open the Doa Agra Channel 
and await the result. We should like to know if the decision has 
been acted upon. The note of Mr. Huntingford, tSecretary to the Gov- 
ernment, Irrigation Department, dated the 5th July. 1923.* <*ji t^e 
Sunderbans Route is one which is deserving of careful consideration. 
We^learn from it that at least 14 of the Sunderbans rivers are actually 
l)eing used at the present tiipe and that the Sunderbans Route is 
likely to remain a perfectly satisfactory route for navigation for the 
next many years; that the Sunderbans Route from Channel Creek to 
the Matla appeared generally to be in n very healthy state. He, 
moreover, stated that he understood from the steamer companies’ 
officers during his inspection of the route that they hod nothing to 
complain about and expected the channel to keep open ns it now is 
for many years to come. 

. This is the present ftate of things. We cannot off hand give oui 
seal of approval and commit ourselves to an expenditure without know- 
ing further on the subject. We know that the project has been before 
us for a number of years, but Government have not satisfied the public 
either regards the absolute and immediate necessity of the canal 
or as to what the minimum expenditure would be. ft is only day 
before yesterday that we received a note on the subject, but I need 
hardly say that we have had no time to carefully consider it and we 
cannot off h^d give our support to the passing of the project. 

Mr. 0. N; ROYl I move that the demand of Re. 2,500^ 

Yij^u cannot move, you can sumM^rt* 
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Mn ll« H. ROY: I do not wish to syend the Ume of|the OcmneO 
m speaking on a su^ect ^ich has already bleif rather abljik dealt 
with by several of my fl|llow*.members» have also moved thev 
motions for refi\sal of the demand. I only a'ish to ask some finestions 
of the Hon *ble ^Member, who, I hope, will answer them in his reply. 

In the first place, how has the present moment been (Mmsilered 
m<Mit opportune for launching such a colossal scheme 

Secondly, if ^he Dea Agra i>e silting uj why. ngt canalise that 
portion only of the existing steamer route which is in a moribund 

condition ? * 

• 

Thirdly, what is the guarantiee that you will not have to e.xtond 
the Ginnd Trunk Canal Project beyond Kulti and that the livers between 
Kulti and Pussar will not have to be canalised in future P 

nnrthly, why not duplicate the railway line between (Calcutta and 
Khulna and avoid the risPand ^uge T*o8t cif a new steamer route P 

Fifthly, how many schemes involving the expeudituie ol Rs. 1 
crore or more have been execuPecJ within the original estimate of their 
cost, I'.p., jn how many cases have not the original estimates l)een 
exceeded P 

. 

Si,rthly, how is it expected that the Grand Trunk ( anal will yield 
more profit than the Madaripur Rhil Route? 

^ Serefithly, whether it is a fact that Wtwc'eujvulti uiul Pussar there 

will be one river route for steamers us well as country-boat traffic? 

• 

Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA BASU: Mr. Prexid.nt. Siit 
extremely grateful to the Government for bringing this srheme of I lie 
canal system. If the British Government in India half endeared it- 
self to the people, it is on account of the iinprovemenii? in the condi- 
tion of their country which have been productive of benefit to the 
country at large. It is the railways, the canals, the telegmph system 
and the other means of communication — the roads, the hospitals and 
other things — w’hich are valuable w'orks of the British (/ovemwent 
by which the country has benefited. It has bettered the siinitury con- 
dition of the country, facilitated locomotion, brought up the pr^uces 
of the country to the market and thereby enrichefl the country and 
its people, and I do not think anyone would disagree with me that 
these works of utility have been the sources of considerable benefit 
to the counti^. But although there may be no two questions that 
this canal system and systems like this are productive or gc^ to the 
country and enrich the country in various ways, two questions arise: 
first of all, what would be the cost and, secondly, whether ^he ciist 
that is to be incurred would be commensurate to the necessities of the 
oecasiem whether other things may be laid by for the purpose of* 
makiiig the scheme going. Kow, Sir, whether this project ^ill be 
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guccessful oj- not, whether this project is necessitated l>y the circum- 
stances or not — th& il the business of th§ ezpe];|s to decide. We lay- 
^ople are ^together unaUe to grasp tbe (^estioi), and it would be a 
trespass on our part if we want to deal with these matters about 
which we do not know. But one thing is certain that in a matter 
whicji is beyond the conceptioi\, of ordinary men and which can only 
be settled by the opinion of experts, we know from our experience and 
the experience of past ages that nothing ie so uncertain as the idea of 
experts. We Irtio^ of the familiar laying that the doctors disagree 
and when a matter© depends upon expert opinion, we know that the 
opinion is always divided and each side ,of expert opinion always brings 
forth the greatest reasons to support "»t and to demolish the* arguments 
of the other side. Now, in this case it is for the experts to say 
whether it will be useful or not, but we do not know whether the 
opinion^j-of all the experts in the counti-y has been taken or not^' and 
if their opinion had been taken *it would bc’ a case of expert opinion 
ver«us expert opinion. But we shoutd not dabble in these matters, 
and we would ask the Government respectfully to take tint he. opinion 
on the matter and consider whether it would be really productive of 
good to the country. We know from the literature on t^he subject 
of canals that there is a diversity of opinion in theaountry whether 
the canals that have been constructed up to now haVe been things of 
unalloyed good or productive of evil also in the matter of sanifaticn. 
Now, I will not trouble you any further about this expert (fdestio^, 
but the other question comes as to cost. It is a well-known thing 
that estimates are always exceeded by atJout 100 or 2()0 j»cr cent., 
but 'whatever be the cost, if it is productive of good, we ought to 
take it in hand, but the other (|Uestion and the more serious question 
' comes up — whether it is commensurate to the necessities of the oc- 
casion or whether it is more urgent than the other useful matters 
that we have got to do. We have got various things to consider and 
take in hand. Whenever we require money for some urgent work, 
we are told at the outset that Government have no funds. One in- 
stance I lUay give you : this year’s Administration Report shows that 
the income from court-fees and stamps have exceeded the land revenue 
of the country^ but the expenditure for the administration of justice 
remains the same.' In this connection I invite your attention to the 
fact that in one district — the neighbouring district of the 24-Pargaiia8 — 
there hae been a report sent by the District Judge, Mr. Edgley, that 
if he could be given 24 Suboidinate Judges then he 6ould hope to 
cope witl^ the work during the next 18 months, otherwise he would 
be quite unable to do so. If there is a request to give one more 
Subordinate Judge to a district, the answer always given is that the 
funds of th^ Government would not allow this. There are these 
presaiiig nece^ities and these necessities cannot be met IcU* want of 
funds. ^ Now, this is only one out of very many, and knowing all 
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•gim it will be necessary to confider whe^er tbi present «. 

p^nditure of Es. 3 cr<wes sbeuy be made, laying bf tbe other praising 
dsm&nds upon tbe Government for more ifsefnl schemes end schemfs 
tiat are primarily nec^essary. Under these circumstances, I would 
advi^ the GoTshnment to take the matter further into con si deration , 
deliberate upon the question of utility^ uimn the (luestioii of sanitation, 
upon the qu^stmn of facilitating the commerce and improving the 
locomotion of people apd gfmds ^nd whether this is a more acceptable 
scheme than the failways which are already in *ex^8tenee. Taking 
these things into consideration, it should be laid before the coming 
Council a^d be debated upcfc. With these words, I support Dr. 
Banerjea’s amendment. 


Blbu JATIHORA NATH BA8U: I opjmse the mo4iou for this 
grant. The Grand Tnink^anal may jio doubt be a very usefulAwheme ; 
all schemes that develop the tiansport facilities of this province are 
good and desirable. But the question is whether the present time is 
the most opportune for adoptiftj^u scheme like this. W’e cannot close 
our eyes to the fa(‘t that the .scheme will impose, as has b«^n pointed 
out, a very heavy financial burden upon the province. The financial 
condition of thik pnivince is still far from satisfactory ; our revenue 
resources are istilf very meagre; the Meston Award still continues; the 
provincial contribution has no doubt . been remitted, but we have not 
^t been able to get a share of the really expatfding sources of revenue 
like the income-tax, the jute export tax and similar taxes. We cannot 
close our eyes to these facts. How con we now impose a very ^eavy 
burden upon the province w’ithout knowing w'hat our financial )M>sitioit 
is going to beP I will, therefore, ask the Council to consider carefully 
as to whether they are going to impose this heavy burden upon the 
country without at the same time having the means for the discharge 
of the burden. The present financial condition is no doubt not as un- 
satisfactory as it was, say four ot five years ago, when the scheme was 
first plac^ed before the Council and the public, but as I have pointed 
out, the finances have not growm in the way that we should* desire the 
provincial finances to grow. The adoption of this scheme will imptise 
an amount of expenditure which will practicafly crippbathe provincial 
finances and other works of public utility for a loifg time. I would, 
therefore, request the Council to reject this demand. 

ilaillYi tAYYED SULTAN ALI:*I oppose the grant, 1 am a 
man of tbe Ehuli\a distri<^t and, consequently, I may speak on the 
scheme with some authority. It is a fact that some channels are dying 
out, but surely others will in natural course open, keeping the steamer 
passage fropi Calcutta to Eastern Bengal open. Tbe Sunderbans area 
is close to the sea and all channels cannot die out at* once. It has* 
been suggested that tbe estimated expenditure will be raised fag loan, 
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and, will W pai^ off together with its interest from the inconte 
derived from it. But I object to the scfieye, firstly, on the ground 
tliat it is our common experience that exp&diture always exceeds the 
estimate made. As the estimated expenditure is a hug;6 one, we should 
not-^we cannot — undertake it without grave risk. Tl^‘ second ground 
of my objection is that if it becomes a losing concern as jt is expected 
to be, the loan will have to be paid from the provincial revenues which 
we cannot afford to do, ^ecause the cation-building departments have 
not been receiving that care and attention which they legitimately 
deserve. We have not yet been able to do anji:hing in the direction 
of spreading primary education, which ^as been a crying ijeed of the 
country for a long time for want of funds. Very little has been 
hitherto done for sanitation and water-supply for want of which a 
large numbar of people are dying every year. In this connection it 
should Slso be remembered that^we have recently undertaken a large 
risk in respect of the Bally bridge an^ the Howrah bridge and, having 
regard to the financial position of the province, we can ill-afford to 
undertake any further risk. ^ 

II 

Mr, P, N. CUHA: Sir, I am afraid my friend Dr. Pramathnnath 
Banerjea will be somewhat surprised to find that tven a nominated 
member can muster the courage of opposing this grant. 

* * <3 

Dr PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: 1 apologise to the nominated 

memliers. 

< 

Mr. P. N, CUHA: Sir, though a nominated member, yet I cannot 
overlook the Vact that I hail from Eastern Bengal, a portion of the 
province for The welfare of which the Hon'ble Member-in-charge of 
Irrigation Department is anxious to give us a canal. In this connec- 
tion a lot of financial statements and other things have been placed 
before the Council, but 1 am not going to speak on any one of them. 

, Babu Jatlndra Nath Basu, the deputy leader of my party, said that it 
was on account of the bad financial condition of the province that he 
was not prepared to undertake the costly project of the Grand Trunk 
Canal. Sir, I go* further and unhesitatingly declare that this measure 
is not necessaiy now, and it will not l)a,8o at any time in the future. 
The attiiudsDof the Government is, or at least that is what the Govern- 
ment say, that they are ver«»’ anxious to maintain the water route 
traffic between the eastern districts of Bengal and the metropolis. And 
as the present routes vm the Sunderbans and other* channels are being 
silted ifp, the excavation of a canal is a pressing necessity. Sir, may 
I be permitted to inquire bow and why? Any Eastern Bengal man 
* will say thatethe negligence that the Government have shewn in not 
dredging the rivers and canals covering the present routes is nothing 
short of criminal, and I^fail to understand how on the face of such 
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ftlgligeaee towards the existing rivers, t^ey can tlUnk of|spending the 
tix-payers’ money fo\opening^a new nmte. I am lefinitely of apmion 
tfcat the traffic by wateiVays between Eastern and Western Bengal 

will be kept intact if the Government would only do their duty in 

dredging the existing rivers and canals successfully. 

Sir, it is ^useless to speak on the cost of the scheme. It is ufready 
a huge one, an4 it is a we^l-known fact that the estimates are always 
kept low to get*a proposal accepted. I tm sure thaUthe scheme will 

rost much more than the estimated sum of alK>ut Rs. d croi-es. I will 

only mention the case of the Back Hay Scheme in*Bombay with regard 
to the receipt side. The woHd^ knows with what a great flush this 
scheme was ushered into existence and what a scandalous failure it 
has proved to be now. The Government are under the delusion that 
the,'^ w’ill get a lot of money, not only by levying tolls, b«t by selling 
the surplus lands on th^^banks of ^le canal. In this coiini^^tion let 
me refer the Hon’ble Member to’^he experien<*e of the (hilcutta Improve- 
ment Tj’ust. It has not been able to sell lands at any reasf)iiable price 
even in the Central Avenue area, as the result of which all further 
progress i« the work of the 'I'nist is practically at a standstill mm. 
Sir, it was on jthis plea a few years back that the Madaripur Bhil 
Route was opened enormous expenditure. I do imt know if this 

route has proved a blessing to anyone, but T know that it has pr(»ved 
to W 4 veritable white elephant tti the tax-payers of Bengal. I am 
almost sure that the Grand Trunk ('anal if allowed to W excavated 
will prove to be so as well. The desire of the G(»vernment to open 
a new canal instead of keeping the present routes navigable by diedg- 
iiig the dying rivers periodically can be coinpured with whaf is known 
in Bengal as ?flI1 (taking the dying u^clc on the 

bank of the Ganges). anxiety alMuit the dying pai^nts, but busy 
in performing the last rites for the uncle I This is what should be 
strongly deprecated. Sir, it d(>es not niatler whether I am here either 
by election or by nomination, but I am here and I am a man of Bengal. 
I hold that the Grand Trunk (’anal will do no good to lyy province 
and the money proposed to be spent in ex<'uvuting it will be wasted. 
I, therefore, very strongly (»pfMise this deimiiid, and trust that every 
other non-official ineml)er of this House will do so.^ * 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: I do not wish to take up tl|^< tipie of the 
Bouse ^his thne more than I can fK)siibly help, htuiiig regard to (he 
fact that a go< d deal of what ought to have l»een said has lieen said in 
op|>osi*ion to tuis demand. The anrun ents which ha*.c been pm feu ward 
by Mr. Donald in his note are far from convincing. 

Or. PRAMATHANATH lANERJEA: Th^ arguiiieiiti «ere pot 
forwurd bj the Hon'ble Maharaja. 



I 




?4 


DEMANDS FpB GRANTS. 


[17th Atig. 


Mr. A. Ct BAN(^IUEE3 Fsaid in his note I refer to hid note, 
not to'his arguments. I w|i8 not present Vljen /he Maharaja Bahadur 
Hrought forward this proposition before the House; so I do. not know the 
arguments he put forward here, but I can imagine that ^hey were the 
stale*^stereotyped arguments it is necessary,” “ it must be necesary,” 
” you must accept it because thfe Government want it.” ^ The point of 
view from which I look at this question is this— th^ your object in 
introducing this* demand which involutes in the long «run an expendi- 
ture of close upon Rs. 3 crores is that you want to ^ve facilities to the 
people of Bengal for trade. I would ask the Government to consideii 
whether it is not more incumbent upon them to give facilities to the 
people of Bengal to live. Do you give them medicine, and medical 
relief, which is so sadly wanted all over the country? Have you done 
so? No. What have you done in the matter of water-supply? ^ You 
make v5ry small niggardly contrijbntions to p»e districts and even then 
you ask the Commissioners of DivisiqAs that they should insist upon 
the District Boards and the loc^al authorities to make their contributions 
first before they give their own contribution on behalf of Government. 
So you have failed also in giving water-supply w^hich is^ a primary 
necessity to our people. 

Then with regard to education, you have neglected it .disgracefully. 
In view of these facts, w'hy is it that this demand has been brought 
forward involving a large expenditure with a view to open out fl canal? 
As regards the usefulness of this canal, it is doubtful; it is controversial. 
The opinions which have been cited by ray friend, Babu Amulya Dhone 
Addy, — they are the opinions of men wdio are in a position to know 
as to whether the rivers are dying or not and whether it is necessary to 
have this canal or not, and they are not the opinions of Indians merely 
but of Europeans as well, — having regard to these opinions and having 
regard to the fact that you have done nothing to keep alive the dying 
rivers, I do not think it is proper for you to come up with a demand 

so big as this. 

< ( 

There is another a8pe<*t of the question which has not been dealt 
with and to which I should like to refer incidentally, that is, the 
sanitary aspect. Who is there who can guarantee that the sanitation 
of the area through which this canal is proposed to be run will not be 
prejudicially ^affected? I liave read a considerable amount of literature 
issued by Dr. Bentley, and ther^we are told that projects isuch as this— 
which may be a fad with Mr. Addams- Williams — are likely to prejudi- 
cially affeV't, as they have in some cases actually affected, the sanitation 
of the a^ea in which they are sought to be carried out. Now we should 
make sure as,. regards the sanitary aspects of the scheme and see what 
, results, if this canal is executed, so far as the sanitary eondition is 
concerned, are likely to happen. Then, again, there is another aspect; 
it is this — if you dig a canal 21 miles long with a river at two ends and 

i 
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if either of the two ^vers ^ies out, what will ialpen toStP Jfn.the 
case of the Hooghly, as Ae all know, it if a dying river ^nd is keot 
alive by constant dredging. At the other end of the canal you might 
find a similar difiSculty, so that it might happen that this canal would 
be left high and dry after a number yf years with two dead rivers at 
two ends, Sk, all these questions should have been worked out, thn^shed 
out, and discussal, before bringing up this measure, and the present 
Council given an opportunity to^'onsider it (^refulK*. • At the fag end 
^ the life of this Council, when most of the membprs — I mean, a great 
mmj of the members here— ay thinking more about the election than 
legislation, it is not fair that thi%question should be brought up. I am 
glad to find that Mr. Guha has op])osed this motion. His expiation 
comes very properly when his career, as a nominated member, is about t( 
expiae. It comes as it usually does with his dying gasps, nil thf 

same he ought to be congratulated oif his endeavour, however l^^laled, 
to stand by his countrymen. • 

[Tte Council was then ad^opmed for prayer for 10 minutes.] 


[After the adjournment,] 

^ Mr. «l. Y. PHILIP; Mr. President, Sir, on J>ehalf of the European 
members, I also support the motion for refusal now liefore the House. 

1 do so not Wcause we object ta the scheme per se, but because we 
strongly object to the method in which Government seeks to ^j)istait on 
this House. An assurance w’as given that the Grand Trunk Canal 
Scheme would not be introduced before the opinions ofethe ('humbers 
of Commerce and other publh* Wlies had l»een obtained, and time 
given for mature consideration. It is on these grounds, Sir, and on 
these grounds alone, that we supfmrt the motion for refusal. 

The Hofi’lile Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
at Nadia; Sir, I have listened very carefully to the interesting discus- 
sion on the several aspects of the problem of Ihe Granci Trunk ('anal. 

I need not repeat here the history of this project or Ae facts mentioned 
in the memorandum already circulated to the hon’ble members, but I am 
sure that had it been given some attention much of what ho# been said in 
denunciation 6f the project, specially the estimates, w^oulcl have been 
avoided. I am disap]>oiuted to see. Sir, tliat ()ractically nobody has 
supported this schdbie which Government has put forward before this 
Council, but I am equally disapprnnted to find that no new af^ruments 
have yet been advanced, and to use the words of Mr. Banerjee, the 
same stereotyped objections have been taken by various members in • 
this Council. Small mercies, as the testimonial given by Mr. ^ote in 
the preface uf his speech, are greatly apprecii^Jed by this much maligned 
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Goverpment'in the^ days, anft I am thaakiul to him for the appreciation 
of the work that Government have donft in^h/ past and are doinj^ at 
preAent. * ^ 

T^he objections, I use the term in its widest sense, mijnvs extraneous 
subjects, may be classified as follows ; — 

i 

(i) Engineering defects, comprising i^ant of coirdderation of the 

probable future condition ^of the open , channels and cuts, 
and wan^. of drainage facilities causing interference with 
agi’icultural and sanitary coi^itions. 

(ii) Financial defect, arising out *of a supposed underestimate of 

expenditure and overestimate of income, rendering the 
project uni)roductive. 

(ni)*Defect relating to the support or oth^^wise of steamer companies 
and the interested railways 


I was not a little amused to find that even (‘rabs and hilsa fish have 
not been excluded from the arguments ])ut forward by the hon^ble 
members. Besi^les the above, a (fuestion has ])een asked as to why this 
work was stopped by the Muharajadhiraja Bahadur of*Burdwan in 1921. 

I propose to deal with these objections and questions, asked and 
involved, in groups, hfr facility of exjdanation. I deal with the lw;t 
question first. 

kj Afurch session of the Council, a demand was made by thA 
Irrigation Dejiartinent in the budget for the j)urchase of dredgers. 
Some hon’blw. memWrs of Council (juestioned the correctness of the 
estimates of tke project, and the Alaharajadhiiuju Bahadur of Burdwan 
made it abundantly clear that (Government were cognisant of the 
abnormal fluctuation of the exchange rate and, taking this and other 
factors in view, were getting the estimates revised, and until such 
revision was complete in detail. Government decided that no actual 
work would be proceeded with. He also assured the House, I quote 
his words, thaj the ** C<runcil will have ample opportunities to consider 
the matter later, ’V And, in fact, the present demand is made with 
the sole object of affording such an opportunity to the Council. We 
have been ^sked W'hy this question has been brought before this 
Council when it is almost on it^s death-bed. My simple Answer to this 
is that for .soma time past we have had a resolution tabled for discus- 
sion in the Council by Babu Amulya Dhone Addy; but unfortunately 
it did pot come up before this Council, and so Government thought 
that before expiry of its life this Council should have an oppor- 
, tunity of discpssing and giving its vote to this project, and dhat is the 
reason why this token demand has been placed before this Council at the 
lag of its existence. 
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I am glad to infom the ^ouse that soon aft^r ftie above staiemewt 
ol the MaharajadhirajI Blhadtir of Burdwto was made, 3^r, Addama- 
Williams was specially deputed to revise the estimates «o as to 
that these would.be reliable, in view of the fluctuation of exchange rate, 
etc. *He took great pains over the mt^tter and went into great d^ils* 
as a result oi which he was able to reduce (he estimates by alwut 
Rs. 30 lakhs, t.ej from Rs. ^00 lakhs to Rs. 279 lakhs. 

On the engineeaihg* side I should menti^in thaf the Assasuni Cut 
was not the only knotty problem. This, with tht^ Bhudder River and 
several other channels, received Mr. Addnms-Willinms* very lareful 
attention, *and as a result of his^scrutiny be found a Nntisfiu’^ory solu- 
tion in each case. Mr. Addams-Williams had left a note l)efore he 
went on leave, and 1 may be permitted to read exliact* fi*om that. 
He says : ^ ^ 

There has been consider^le difficulty *in certain people to under- 

stand that there is no idea of usmp the Banstola Khal as part of the Grand 
Trunk Rpute. It is quite true that this channel aas included in Mr. 
scheme and was considered as a w^eajtness. But siiu'e then we have made very 
careful enquiries, and we find that if the t'anal is extended parallel with cut 
No. 1 and ffy a new cut north of the AssaKuni Khal to join the Hovan Ali Home* 
what further to ike north, both these channeis will he H<df-n>aintaitiK, and we 
shall have a large xplunie of water liehiiid us t<i enable us Ui kt*ep them alive. 

This port lias Wen discussed by Rai Harendrnnnth Chaudliuri and 
Mr. Addy. These gentlemen were juesent at* the Conference which 
Hi.s Excelleiuv the (tovernor held* at Government House on fhe 
27th January, 1925, and they raiseil these very points which theyjiave 
now reiterate<I liere to-day. (Sir. Mr. Addams-Williains met tlieir 
arguments at that time, and I need not repeat them. ^ 

I now come to (he problem of drainage. Mr. Addums-Williarns 
in his note had anticipated that this <)uestiou would* W raised again, 
as in the juust, and said: — 

A good deal has been said on the question of drainage, and it has been 
contended that the canal will intert'ept cross-country fiow. As a ernatter of 
fact the W'hole question has been gone into very thoroughly indeed, in consulta- 
tion with the Public Health Department. Conditiomvin the area through which 
the canal will pass could not possibly be w'orse than they ard» at the present 
moment. A great deal of the land is ivater-lf^cg^. due to ^he silting up of the 
Bidyadbari, and although the project provides for draining a good deal of the 
water into the Bidyadharf, yet it w'ould cost less to divert it to Kulti, My 
reason for basii^ the scheme of drainage on the Bidyadbari was necTause I con- 
sidered it would be inrarrect to divert an/ water that could possibly be dW 
charged into this river, but my opinion is that the Bidyadbari cannot be kept 
•live for more than i few years, and I think it would not be corr^^ to baiie 
tbe drainage scheme On the assumption that ibis river is Itkely to Ifst lor a 
ooniiderable time. It would cost only about Rs. If lakhs to give the oentl bed 
• slope towards Kulti sufficient to carry off any water which would be drained < 
into it. Tile* total amount placed in the project under “ Draifiage is abont ' 
lU. Ukhs and much of this would be saved if we were to decide to \um our 
•chenie on the soppoeition that the Bidyedhari wiJl^ be of no nee to tss. I ihltik 
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it i$ probftbl# that decide^ to drain into the Knlti Gong we ahould save 

aboht ‘ka. 10 lakha. The pro^t includes a Jai^e^ei^sluice at Kulti, both for 
drainage and for feeding. As a matter of fact, |ne canal is so designed that it 
will be possible to lower the level of the water in the canal |[>3r afK>ut 2 feet without 
interfering with navigation, and this would be ample to drain the country dry. 
On the other hand, if there was insufficient water for th^ crops along the 
marifln of the canal, this deficiency t»n easily be made good by feeding in from 
the Hooghly for which works have been designed in considerable detail. This 
question of drainage, therefore, need give no trouble at a^. The whole case, 
as I have said, has *been gfne into with fcreat thor^ughfiess, and whether we 
base the scheme on the Bidyadhari or on the Kulti Gong the money is there ft 
the project, but the latter scheme would be far the cheapest and, I think, 
most effiective. 


Then we had a special Conference with the Public Health Engineer, 
and he agreed that the contrivances which have been made by 

Hr. Adeems- Williams were sufficient for the sanitation of the area. 

• ^ 

The above lines dispose of the gontention that the canal proper 
would interfere with the drainage of the area and*, consequenj:ly, with 
health and agriculture. • 

I now turn to the question of finance. 1 have already- mentioneil 
tthat the estimates have been specially scrutinised end a reduction 
^effected. None can guarantee an estimate. Such st guarantee would 
-make it an “ actual An estimate is but a forecast. But it should 
Ibe reasonable, and what else can an expert put forward but a reasojj,- 
:able forecast? Besides, the scheme and estimates were examined by 
4he Inspector-General of Irrigation with the Government of India and 
the Vfovaminent of India themselves; additions and alterations were 
suggested by them, w'hi<*h U'ere incorporated, and all this was done 
even before tfte sanction of the Secretary of State w^as accorded. There 
was no question of obtaining an opinion of any outside authority then, 
and* Government did not consider it necessary. And, as such, the 
question of the project being unproductive does not occur. 

Mention has been made of several similar undertakings, but all 
I can say is that Mr, Addams-Williams is of opinion that conditions 
being different they do^t admit of comparison. 

Regarding the /correctness or closeness of the estimates I should like 
to add* only this. It is the intention of Government to call for tenders 
foi the works relating to the Grand Trunk Oaital Route, including the 
canal proper, works, drains, harbours, etc,, in fact, ewrything com- 
prised in the project, and the tenders received will themselves be ample 
proof of \he adequaccy or otherwise of the estimates; and if they vary 
much fyom our estimates Government would then reconsider the whole 
thing, and tiie matter will again be brought before the Council, should 
/'the Gk>vernmept decide to proceed with the scheme. « » 

I must also mention that the steamer companies have neither made 
any o^er of contribution ^towards capital expenditure, nor of entering 
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any agreement far toll. Mr. Addam!<LWillivn| 18 of apinion tliai 
ti^ time saved by the l|eai|ief oompanies in jnnking the voyages 6y *the 
ghorter route, JiAereby incr^^ing their frequency, will be Ai adequat# 
seboff against aUy toll they would be called uiK>n to jiay. 

I dt) not intend to take up any further time of the House, Sir,* and 
the points relating to the utility and adequacy of tlie canal have%een 
clearly explained* at Lecturt^s and Conferences and by memoranda on 
many occasions befoie. * 

Sir, I think I have dealt with all the jioints raised in discusHioii 
to-day au(L I would, therefore, %>pjK>se the amendments proposed* by 
members of the House. • 

The motion of Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea was then put and agreed 
to. 


2e-7Polioe. 

MEMBER in .charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'Wa 
Mr. L. BIRLEY>: On the refommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor, I move that a sum of Us. 2,50,<KH) he granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 2fi — Police.” , 

A memorandum has been circulated from which it will appear that 
this grant is needed to meet charges in connection with the riots in 
('alcutta. The particulars are given in the memorandum. It will be 
seen that the total expenditure for all these measures during the current 
year is estimated at Rs. 2,8d,0(M). Therefore, the grant tsked for has 
been fixed on the assumption that Us. dil,000 cun lie mel by reap[)ro 
priation. (H the non-recurring expenditure the most im{>ortant item 
is Rs. 52,480 on account of 100 British wddiers and 0 cifficers employed 
on civil iK)lice duties in Calcutta for three months and of 50 of these 
soldiers who are being retained for a further period of fouf months. 
For the services of these soldiers (Calcutta has cause for deep giatitude. 
They have performed their arduous duties with great tati and ability, 
and I can say with confidence that their services have* Wen very highly 
appreciated. 

Rupees 10,000 of the non-recurring exfienditure reprcseifls travelling 
and other allowances of the Eastern Frontier Rifles who have also 
rendered valuable sqfvices to Calcutta during the riots, • 

The expenditure on account of lorry and taxi hire in (Jplcntta 
amounts to Rs. 40,000. 

The bead» under which it has been necessary to incur gon-reeuiring • 
expenditure indicate the needs which it is necessary to supply in the 
future. * 
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In tke ^rst place, it hms been found indispensably necessary to 
inc'redse the numolr of European serg^auts^in ^alcutta, and provision 
cs being iflade of Rs. 63,^30 for the currfint year for the pay of six 
additional European Inspectors and 50 additional ^Sergeants as a 
perQianeut increase to the Calcutta Police Force. Incidentallij, this 
is eftpected to result in a great improvement in traffic control in 
Calcutta. Forty-five of the existing staff of sergeants Vere intendid 
for traffic control, ^but their services have been^so urgently required foi 
other duties that hardljf* any of them have been* available for traljfc 
duty. They will Aow be available for traffic duty in normal times, 
and in emergencies they will constitute ^an invaluable reserv^ which can 
be withdrawn for whatever j)urpose it*is required, as the traffic constables 
were during the recent riots. 

Kupees*" 10,000 have been provided for the cost of 4 Ford lorries 
recently purchased to save expenditure on ‘|pred lorries. These loiTie." 
will add greatly to the mobility of thf force. 

The bill is a large one but the ex|jenditure is unavoidable, and it 
is not unlikely that a further grant ‘will be necessary before the close 
of the year, because full information is not yet available about the 
exjMinditure incurred, c.</., in Pabna, in connection, with the hire of 
motor transport. As far as possible, such expend itiore will be met by 
reappr<q)riation. 

But this sum, of course, represents a very small ]>ortion of the Ipss 
which has lesulted from the succession of riots from which this city 
has^suffered. Apart from the loss to trade and the actual damage done 
during ^he riots, there has been an enormous loss in wages to those 
who have been thrown out of employment for lengthy jieriods, in very 
many cases through no fault of their own. 

Bebu SURENDRA NATH RAY: May I ask what would be the 
total amount in recurring expenditure and also in non-recurring 
exjienditure out of Rs. 2, 50, (KM)? 

Thf HOfl’bIt Mr. L. BIRLEY: Please see page 19 of the Supple- 
mentary Deiqunds. 

The following*^ motions were not moved : — 

Babu UIIE8 CHANDRA CHATTERJEE and Mr. D. N. ROY: 

“That the demand for Rs. ‘^,50,000 under the head ‘20 — Police' 
(page 19, Supplementary Demands for Grants) be refused.” 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: “ That 
the demand, for Rs. 2,50,090 under the head * 26 — Police * (Grant 
No. 14) (pftge 19, Supplementary Demands for Grants) be reduced by 
Re. 1.” 

The original motion was then put and agreed to. 
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’ 27— Ports and PildUgo. • 

\ • • 

MEMBER in charge cr*MARINE DEPARTMENT (ttia Hen'hll 


Mr. 4 . OONALp): On the m'ommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor, I mdVe that a sum of Us. 50,00{) be granted for expendtture 
under the hea(^ ** 27 — Port and Pilotafre**'. * 

Sir, this is esj)lained on 4)ag:e 21 of the Supplementary Demands. 
The following: mcttions were nol moved: — • 


Babu NALINIRANJAN SAitKER and Mr. D. N. ROY: That the 
demand of*Ils. 50,000 (Grant No»,16) under the head ‘ 27— Ports and 
Pilotag:e * (page 21, Supplementary Demands for Grants) l>e refused.’* 
The original motion was then put and agreed to. 


31— Bduoation. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’bie Mf. 4 . Donald): On the recommendation of His Excellency 
the Governor, I move that a sum of Rs. 2,15,000 l)e granted for expemli 
ture under the head 01-Education.” 

This is explained at page 25 of the Supplementary Demands. 

Bartiar MANAFEZUDDIN AHMED: I move that the demand of 
Rs, 1,95,000 under the head “ ‘11 — Education (Reservwl A) — rniver- 
sity ” (included in Grant Xo. 17) l)e refused. 

Sir, any amount spent on education is spent nobly. I# is stiil more 
laudable when it is associated with the name of that great genius, 
the late Sir Asutosh Mukherji. 

When I rise to refuse this demand, I do it for the fact that we 
have got some more demands of vital importance which are keenly 
felt throughout the length and breadth of the whole provinct^. 

It may sound jarring in the ears of some j^entlemen if I state the 
bare fact that we have already got a very large numlfri of palatial 
buildings in Calcutta for the spread of higher educXtion amongst the 
most fortunate sections of our people. It is true that the grant umler 
” Education ” is tew small to meet the re(|uirements of this province. 

It is equally ft*ue, at the same time, t*hat u greater portion of it is 
spent for the spread of education amongst the privileged cltywes who 
can afford to pay for a costly living in Calcutta. When we cry for 
free primary education amongst the unfortunate masses who fdbn the 
overwhelming majority of the total population, Government states that 
the schema ^nnot he taken up for want of funds. But* it can afford * 
to pay lakhs of rupees for the erection of gorgeous buildings in % place 
where thereds little opportunity for the poo^ backward classes to send 
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in .%ir wlitds. is wHat is called carrying coal to Newcastle. 

I come from a village. I c^e daily in eoittaft y4tli tke simple villagers. 
1 know tkeir conditions. I feel their requirements. Thfey are the 
rate-payers; they are the labourers; they are primarily the producers 
of the national wealth. In short, they are the backbone of our society. 
Thei^ have the legitimate clailns on the public revenues. Ignoring 
the great need of the masses for primary education, it tTould be sheer 
injustice to sp^nd about Es. 2 lakhp mob after these buildings. It 
will, no doubt, enable tbe fortunate few to send m their children f^r 
higher education, Sut what about the ignorant masses? 

On the other hand, the Calcutta, University has now btcome noto- 
lious as being a distinctly anti-Hoslem institution. Eepresenting as 
I do a Muhammadan constituency, I cannot but record my vote as a 
protest^ against the manner in which the University has been neglect- 
ing the Moslem interests. ' 

Under these circumstances, I urge the Council to vote for the total 
refusal of the grant. 

Babtl AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I am really astonished to find 
•that even this grant of Rs. 1,95,000 for the completion of the Sir Asu- 
tosh Building in Calcutta has been opposed. The mover of the amend- 
ment is a new member of this Council. He appears to be ignorant 
of the requirements <!f the Calcutta University. I sympathise wrih 
him that there should be more budget grants for the encouragement 
of primary education, and I also agree with him that the education of 
Muhammadan boys should be encouraged; but at the same time I am 
really astonjshed that he has thought fit to oppose this grant of 
Rs. 1,96,000 for the completion of a building for the development 
of higher education in Calcutta. It is a question in which not only 
Calcutta but the whole of Bengal is interested. 

Tht Hoil’bto Mr. <1. DONALD: As Mr. Addy has said, the hon'ble 
piember who has moved this amendment is new to this Council; and 
I am afraid he is not fully acquainted with the difference between 
recurring anS non-recurring expenditure. While I sympathise with 
him in the requirements he menjtions, I may tell him that these are 
matters of a re<’urring character, f .e., involving regular annual expendi- 
ture, In tiiis particular instance, the sum is requirc^d for finishing 
the Asutosh Building, and we propose to meet the expenditure by a 
single payment out of our balances. This will not in any way inter- 
fere wjth any of the ordinary educational demands. The genera] ques- 
tions he h^ raised are more fit for the budget debate than for discussion 
on a motion for a specific supplementary demand. I musi^ therefore, 
oppose this motion. 

Tlie motion of Sardar Mahafeiuddin Ahmed was then put and lost. 
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folbying motion was not moved :-f- 

WY: ‘Nfhlit \hfe demand of iRs. 10,000 under the head 
* 31 — ^Edil^iion (Reserved •A)’ for expenditure for equipment ani 
furniture ior th« hostel erected by the English Presbyterian Mission 
at Bajshahi fof College Students (page 25, Supplementary Demhnda 
for Grants) b^ refused.” * • 

. The original •lotion of tfce Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald, that a sum of 
Rs. 2,15,000 be granted for expetiditure und(^ the Read ” (U— Eiluea- 
tibn ” (page 25, Supplementary Demands for Grj^its) was then put 
and agreed to. 


34->Agricultur«. 

MEMBER in charge a4* DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE antf 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’bte Naweb Bahadur Saiyid Nawab All Chau- 
dhurii Khan Bahadur): On the recommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor, I move that a sum ol Rs. 58,051 l>e granted for expenditure 
under ttfe h^ad ” M — Agriculture ” (page 33, Supplementary Denmnds 
for Grants). 

The following motions were not moved: — 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 
Ha. 10,245 under the head ‘ 34 — Agriculture^Co-ojierative Credit, 
Establishment for Assistant Registrars of Co-operative StH‘ietie«* 
Burdwan and Chittagong Divisions ’ (page 33, Supplementary Demands 
for Grants) be reduced by Rs. 4,600.” 

t 

Mro Do N. ROY: That the demand of Rs. 58,051 uuder the head 
‘ 34 — Agriculture ’ (page 33, Supplementary Demands for Grants) be 
refused.” 

The original motion was then put and agreed to. 


35— Ifiduatriai. 

Tha HoiPMa Nawab Bahadur SAI YID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs On the recommendation of His Excellency tly* Governor, 
I move that a |um of Rs. 54,360 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ” 35 — Industries ” (page 43, Supplementary Demands for Grants). 

The following motions were not moved : — 

Mr. D. N. ROY I ” That the demand of Rs. 25,00C under the head 
' 35 — Industries (Reserved A) — Industrial, Education— Orants-in^aid 
for Building, Tumiture and Equipment Grant (page 35, Supplementary 
Demands for Grants) be refused.” 
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Mr. D. {I. RO^: “ Tha^ the demaad of Re. 8,037 under the head 
^ 35-74ndu8trie» ^JleWrved A— IndustriaJ Edinpation— Grants-in-aid— 
Maintenance Grantn^ (pajr<^87, Supplementafy ©einands for. Grants) be 
refused.’* 

The original motion was then put and agreed to. * » 


41~Civil Works. 

r ^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. J. DONALD: On the recommendation of His 
Excellency the (Governor, I move that a -ium of Rs. 12,99,8(K) be granted 
for expenditure under the head “ 41-M^'ivil Works ” (page fe, Supple- 
mentary Demands for Grants). 

This amount comprises items of expenditure which are to be found 
in pag8 68 of the book. > g,. ■ 

Bibu BURENDRA NATH RAr: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 8,000 under the head “41 — (^ivil • Works ’’ on account of the 
quarters of the Subdivisional Officer, Madaripur (included in Grant 
No. 28) (page 44, Supplementaiy Demands for Grants), lie reduced by 
Rs, 8,207, 

i- 

It appears that the total estimate is Rs. 84,000, inc%ding the cost 
of the land. I think that the Subdivisional Officer of Madaripur will 
either be a Joint Magistrate or a Dejnity Magistrate (drawing a sala^ 
of Rs. 500 or Rs. 000 and not more than Rs. 1,000. I believe that 
und^r the regulations Government is entitled to deduct 10 per cent, 
from his sabuy for providing liim \^uth accommodation. If the total 
cost amountf* to Rs. f*14,(K)0, I think Government will be entitled to 
deduct Rs. 840 per montli from his salary 

The Hon’M Mr. J. DONALD: No. A Subdivisional Officer gets 
a house free, 

BflMl''8URENDRA NATH RAY: Still I think the cost, viz., 
Rs. 84,(K)0, is ttH> much — especially in these days when the price of 
steel and cement have gone (Jown, you can have a decent house built 
at a cost not exceeding Rs. 20,(H)0. Certainly, we do not require a 
house like that of the Chief Justice. I do not think, therefore, that 
80 much as Rs. (14,000 would be necessary for building a residence for 
the Sulxlivisionul Officer of Madari[>ur. I projK>se thVt the amoatii 
be n'dutied. 

Btfiw AMULYA OHONE AOOY: 1 move that the demand of 
Rs. 10,009* for tlie construction of a new Council Chamber iot the 
Bengal Ijegtslative Council at Calcutta undler the beau “ 41 — Civil 
Works ’* (included in Grant No. 28) be refused. 
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l^'Sir, it will appear fit>m tlie Imdget’ thpit the total estimate for the 
|||8truction of the new Couiyil Chamber is Rs. *4|8,000 * So iMWsti- 
oaiSr we haye been callM uwn*to mmmit otrseh^es to a scl^^me w*hic^| 
^11 cost more than Rs. 24,00, (KK). Therefore, the question is not as 
to whether the ^estimate of Rk. 10,000 should be sanctioned but as to 
whether we should have a new Couneij Chamber, and if so, at jrhat 
cost. Perwnadly I am of opinion that the existing Council Chamber 
is not an ideal dje, and I san in favour of a palatial building which 
inay be used as a Chanri)er for l<%:islative business. * Bht I stand* here 
not to ser^^e myself but to serve my constituents.# I stand here to 
curtail the^extravagant expenditure of the Government. We all know 
that for want of funds we have wot as yet been able to make primary 
education free and compulsory. We all know that for want of funds 
we liave not been able to give adequate supply of drinking neater in the 
mufh%4al and thus reduce the rate of mortality. May I ask whnt steps 
have been taken in these Jlfrections during the last six years Practi- 
cally nothing. From time to tinfe this Council resolved to eiu;ourage 
commercial edu<*ation. ^lotwitlwtanding the fact that several resolutions 
were passed by this Council, practically no step has been taken by 
Government on the allege<l ground of want of funds. Now, Sir, 
Government have* come forward with a proposal to erect a building at 
a cost of Rs. j 24,1H),0(M). I will draw your attention to the pi’esent 
condition of Bengal and the financial condition thereof by referring 
t# a speecdi of the supreme head of the exethitive of the pmvince. 
His Excellency the Governor himself stated in a Conference held in 
the Government House in the month of January, 1926 — “ We in 
great need* of money for a great many works of public utility.” Here 
is a great demand of money for expenditure in all directions, and H 
am very glad to find His Excellency having stated — ”,I sympathise 
entirely with those who say ‘ we wont money for rural water-supply, 
for public health and education of the masses, all of which starve \ 
There are others more necessary.” That is the clear opinion of 
His Excellency th%Govenior and that is the opinion of the n^asses and 
the educate(f classes of the whole of Bengal. Then I will draw atten- 
tion to the state of the finance. It will appecj* from the summary of 
the financial [Kwition of the Government of Benga^ ttfat there is a 
deficit of Rs. ^1**1 lakhs in the budget of ' the current year. 
There is, however, no proinisal for increasing the tax, because there is 
a heavy amoupt of ofiening Iwlance. The opening balance of the 
current year was Rs. 2,26.(H).000, and liie closing balance is estiniateil 
at Rs. 1, 93,00, (M)0. . It has to be borne in mind that the OtA'eniment 
of India have been pletwned to relieve m from the o^t]ribi|tion of 
Rs. 63 lakhs for three years only* What will happen after that? The 
closing bqjftnce will be used up, and we shall und^r the painfuf « 
necessity of increasing our taxes. We have alreadr paused three 
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iaxBiitm Biils. We jiave alVeady increased Uie registration, court, and 
stamp fees. Under the§% circumstanoefi* i^ i|/ not advisable to ipcur 
%n expenditure of Its. 24 lakhs simply fori the comfort of Ihe members 
of this House. 

• 

The HOffMa Mr. 4. DONAI.DS Sir, as regards Babu Surendra Nath 
Bay's amendment, it seems that he would not give thft Subdivisional 
Officer a house at all. ® r 

SURIIIIMIA NATH RAY S Sir, I beg to withd^w my amend- 
ment regarding the Subdivisional Officer's quarters. 

The motion was then, by leave ‘of the Council, withdrawn. 

The H^ble Hr. d. DONALDS As regards the new Council Cham- 
ber, without, in one way, adding to the present expenditure on ^ Civil 
Works,” the amount will be spent withodV necessarily adding to the 
recurring exi>enditure from the general revenues of the Government 
of Bengal. We propose to meet tho expenditure for building the 
Council Chamber by means of a loan, and for some time at any rate 
the iHiiTnal Public Works exj>en(Kture on new works can be r^uced 
by the e(iuivalent amount required to meet the charges on account of 
the loan. I need hardly impress on the Council "^th^ necessity of a 
new Council Chamber. Gne can re<*ogiiise this, especially on an after- 
noon like this. Everyone who sits here this afternoon will agree w4(h 
me tlittt this is not a place where the public business of Bengal can be 
conducted in any comfort whatsoever and it is highly desirable that 
we should have a better Chamber to conduct the business of this Coun- 
cil. From pll points of view a new Chamber is exceedingly desirable. 

Babu Amulya Dhone Addy’s motion was then put and lost. 

The following motions were not moved : — 

Bibu NALfNIRANdAN BARKERS “ That the demand of Rs. 
for constructing a new Council Chamber of the Bengal Legislative 
Council included in Grunt No. 23 under the head ' 41~Civil Works ' 
(page 47, Suj^plementary Demands for Grants) be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Mr. D. N. ROYS “ That the demand of Rs. 12,99,300 under the 
head ‘ 41-^;ivil Works ‘ (page 53, Supplementary Demands for Grants) 
be refused!,*' 

The original motion was then put and agreed to. 

BBtr-Raynwit of QmtmM Vaiti# M RMioni (mt MnwcmI to 

Rtvifiiiil^ 

Thi Hon^bto Mr* J. DONALD S I move, on the recommendiitioii of 
Hia Excellency the Governor, that a sum of B«. 8,00,000 be fitted 
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V J^r expenditure under the bead ** &OB— ^Payment of Commuted Value 
Pensions A ]a^e number of applies tion% pending and mow 

yjiplicatio|is for comi^tation ef pensions aie comming in. We*eannoi 
meet these unless we harl this money. 

I’he foilowintr motions were not moved : — 


Rii HAREMDRANATtI CHAUDHURI aiitf Mr. D. N. ROYl 

** That the dem'hud oMts. 8,()(1||000 under tjie head ** 60B — Payment 
Commuted Value of Pensions — not charged tojievenue — Commuted 
value of pensions to retired oncers’ (page 55, Supplementary Demands 
for Granft) be refused.’* 

The original motion was then put and agreed to. 


47— Miseefltfieous. 

The Hon’ble Mr. d. DONALD: I move, on the lecoininendiit u»n of 
His Excellency, the Governor, that a sum of Re. 1 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “ 47 — Miscellaneous This is a new 

sendee for ^hic‘h no provision was made in the budget, and so the 
^vote of the Council is required. This is mean^ to help the (orporntion 
ip meeting the cost of the upkeep of the Calcutta time gun. 

The motion w^as put and agreed to. 


Expmliturs in England. 

Tha Hon’bie Mr. d. DONALD: I move, on the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, that a sum of Rs. 5,733 be granted for 
expenditure under the bead Expenditure in England This is 
required to meet the cost of two new technical scholarsljips in England. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Loana and Advanoai. 


Tha HoiPbia Mr. d. DONALD: 1 move, on the r«K^ommciiaauon of 
His Excsllency the Governor, that a sum of Rs. 3,45^000 be grastad 
for expenditure under the head Loans and Advance 
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Tlie foUoiriiig motion was not moved; — 

Mr. D« N. ROY: ** Th^t the demand 6f Es^^^GOO under the head 
*<'Loan8 and Advances, Class IV — Loans ' ^or^'the construction of an 
iron bridge over the Dwarka at Rangram in the Randi subdivision of 
the Murshidabad district (page 63, Supplementary Dem*asid8 -for Chants) 
be refused/' * 

. The original motion was then put and ^agreed to.#- ^ 


Adjoummant 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 18th 
August^ 19l56, at the Town Hall, Calcutta.^ 


I n 
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IPneM4ii«s of tho ^Migu Lovsittivt CAinoil aMMO^Ioii Hiidir thf 
provisioiis of tho Covornmont of Imlio Aot. 

• * , 

The Council met in the Council (numiber in the Town Hall, pakutta, 

on Wednesd^%^the 18th Auji?ust, 19:;6, at 3 r.xi. 

Prttstnt: 

The ifon’ble tlie President (dviMAii Sum Siikkiiakkswar Uav) in « 
the Chair, the fnui Hoirble Members of the Kxe(*iitive (\miicil, und 109 
nominated and elected nieiiihers. 


Starrad Quottions 

(to which oral answera were given). 

Faoilitiee to*^uhamiiiadan students in the Presidency Collegeo 
V 

*5. Mauivi ZANNOOR AHMED: {a) U the HorPble Member in 
Charge of the Department of Education aware that the Presidency College 
authorities have recently increased the college feesP 

(b) Have the Government made any provision for jioor but des^^rv- 
ing Muhammadan students in the Presidency College P 

(c) How many stipends are reserved for the Muhanimudan M.Sc. 

students P * 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
the number of stipends for the encouragement of higher education 
amongst the Muhammadans P 

MEMBER Inotiargiof DEPARTMENT, of EDUOATION (thi 
Hofi*Mo Mr. d« Donald): (a) and (6) Yes. 

(c) Ten. 

(rf) Not at the Presidency College. 


TMOktrs .f priinwy whoolt unI '* iiwkMt.." 

*$. Mflivi EKRAMUL HUQ( (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
cbwge of tbe Department of Education be pleaeed to elate whether U* 
ii a Jtact ^that teachers of primary scbMls and maktabi aresmakinf 
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« ^ * * 

(&) *Have they A)mplaii^d that thev* f)re8e^ remunerations are 
otaparativcdy speaking low? ^ ^ 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of bettering the 
conditions of these teachers? ' < 

. 

Tilt Hon’ble Mr. 4. DONALD: (a) and ^6) Yes. 

(c) Yes, Rs. ^2,Cto,000 iias been pro^dded in ihe buclget of this year 
for this purpose. c 

Muilvi EKRAMUL HUQ: Is it hot a tact that Government were 
providing Rs. 3 lakhs for the purpose? 

Tho Vfoil^blo Mr. J. DONALp. I think^^Rs. 2 lakhs is the figure, 
but I have got to look up the budget , and see. 


Honorary Secretary, Zoological Carden. 

I 

•7. Babu 8ATCOWRIPATI ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries l>e pleased 
to lay on the table a copy of the rules oi proce<lure under which the 
Honcvnry Secretary of the Zoological Ganlen is ap|K)inted? 

(h) Is it a fact that formerly Medical Officers used to be selected for 

the [wst ? » 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reasons for discontinuance of the practice? 

(</) What is the technical or scientific qualification of the present 
Honorary Secretary for the post? 

MEMBER in ehargo of DEPARTMENT of ACRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIEf (t(ie Hon'blo Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab All 
Chiudhuri, Khan Bahadur): {a) There are no definite rules, for the 
appointment of the Honorary Sec retary of the Zoological Garden. 
Government 'make the appointment from among the members of the 
oommittee of management on the recommendation of the committee. 

(h) There was no such pra<*tice. 

(c) Roes not arise. 

Kone. 4rhe seWtion of a Secretary is made in consideration 
®f his interest 'in Zoology, of hU having the necessaiy leisufe'to devote 

the rare of the ganlen and of the proximity of his residence to the 
garden in- order that he may ^ in a position to visit it frequently. 
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v| OritMiM af toMi LagWatim in nfort M rfMlb iMrtciNtiMi. 

R«» HARENoAkN^TH tHAUDHdRIi (a) Will tke Hon’bH 

Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether the report on Public Instruction in Bengal for the year 1924-26 
was prepared and published with the knowledge and approval o4 the 
then ministiy Bf Jlducation P 

(6) Has the attention of*the ^on’ble Member lyen drawn to the 
remarks contained in page 52 of the said repoft and particularly to the 


criticism of the Bengal Legislative Council and t^ the remark that 
“ in 1925 %t abdicated its funclions in this resi>ect ” in respect 

of the Education problem)? * 


(c) Will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleased to state whether the sub- 
ordkwte officials of the Government who prepare such i*#ports have 
the right to criticise and^st reflect ions on the conduct of the* Legis- 
lature? WheiK'e do they derive such authority? 

{^) Is the Hon’ble Member sware that refltM*tions against the l-iegis- 
lature have become a common feafure of the departmental reports after 
the introduction of the Heforms? 


(e) Is it not d fact that many meml)era of the I^egislative Council 
complain everv^year and did complain at the time of the Budget discus- 
sion for 1924-25 about the ptiucity of grants for Education? 

m 

The Hon’ble Mfi J. DONALD: (^i) The Director of Public Instruc- 
tion is required to submit a rejiort to Government describing the work 
of his department each year. Government saw the report of 19vi-25 
before publication. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) and ((f) The head of a department has the right and it is his duty 

to bring to tlie notice of Government any point in connection with 
which the action of the Legislature has affected the working of the 
department. t 

(r) There are always comidaints that enough money is not pro- 
vided for education. 


Umtarrwf Qutitiimi 

(ansiifm to which wore faiii on the tihio). 

Psfturo lands. 

2S. DNbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the HouTde Member 
in charge the Department of Agriculture and Industi;^# be pleased ^ 
to state the quantity of pasture land in the province available lor 
grasio{|r of eattle? 
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Tfei Hoifbia SihadurtAlYlA NAWAB ALI BHAUOHUIIIp 
Khifl Ball|Klyr: It is im{>dssib]e to cf^lfect slatl&tics regard^g the "area 
of land which is actually available for gracing purposes irrespective of 
the existence' of grazing rights. . ^ 

4s regards regular pasture lands in which the public have a right 
to graze cattle, these are comparatively rare; but to ascet'tain the exact 
quantity of such lauds would involve a scrutiny of tfe village lists in 
the districts in Vhich set^ement operdtions have taken place, whereas in 
districts in which itlu^re has been no settlement, a survey would %e 
necessary. The time and labour iiivfflved in the collectjon of this 
information would be iiicommensurati with its value. 


Presidonoy and Islamta Cdleges. 

26. Miulvi ZANNOOR AHMED:, (^y) Will the Hon'ble Member 

in charge of the Dejairtmeiit of Education be pleaded to state the number 
of stipemls reserved for Muhammadan students in the « Presidency 
(/ollegeJ^ , 

{b) Is it a fact that a very large numWr of stipehds^are now going 
to be transferred from the Presidency College to the Isiamia College? 

{<') Has the attention of the HoiCble Member been drawn to the * 
differeiK'e of fees of the Jbesideucy f'ollege and of the Isiamia College? 

Ki) Is it a fact that there are no B.Sc. and Post Graduate Classes 
in the Islamiu College? 

I 

TIM Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) There are 100 part-free student- 
ships, 60 Mohsin Mtijiends for Muhammadan students. 

(h) No. 

(c) The difference is known. 

(d) Yes: 

« 

f 

Wolor*logging in a oertain araa in tbana Rajarliat in Barasat 

27. Rai'HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURi; (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Inigation be pleased to state 
whether ‘any representation was made by the inhabitants of a number 
of villages such ns Ghuni Jatragachi, Hatiara, Baguiati, Mahisbatan, 
ErisKsapore, ate., in tbana Hajarbat in Barasat subdivision, to the 
^ Secretary to ^Ibe Government of Bengal, Irrigation Department, in 
September, 1825, regarding the water-logging and drainage of the 
exces8«^ater of the area? ^ 

(h) If so, what action^hac been taken on that representation? 
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'§:'t (^) action bas been^tnkcn will tbe Hon%l^Memblr be j^laaeed 

state tbe reason ? 

(d) Is the Hon^ble Member aware that tbe obstruction of tbe drain*, 
age qf tbe snrjiltls water of that area through Parancbaprashi kbal into 
the Bidyadbari river on tbe opening of the Krisbnapore new cangl has 
aggravated tftejiardship of the people of tbe locnlitj^ and is* causing- 
serious loss to thgm every yAr? 

• {e) Are any steps being taken or are proposed to l)e taken to alleviate 
their loss and sufferings ami to make sufficient and*permanent provision 
for tbe (brainage of excess water of tbe urea and remove the water- 
loggijig? • 

if) Are the Government considering the advisability of issuing 
neuissary orders immediately to maintain during the rainU^ season the 
depth of the water of tli^^new Government canal at five feet?* If not^ 
why not? 

(</) What other remedies jjre the (Government prepared to pn>vide 
to alleviate the sufferings of the Inhabitants and jueveiit loss of cultiva- 
tion in tht^said area during the rainy season? 

• 

MEMBER^ iif charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION the 
Hon'bic Maharaja Kshaunish Chamtra Ray Bahadur of Nadtai (ni.Ye., 
s*n August, 1925. 

(h) Drainage was eft’ef ted to the extent jKissible, consistent with the- 
safety of the canal works, 

(c) Does not arise. 

{d) No. 

(c) As regards jiresent action, as in reply to (h) above. No investi- 
gation for any independent drainage project has been undertaken itr 
view of the fact that the Grand Trunk Canal if carried out will effect 
an improvement in the drainage condition of this area. 

if) Maximum drainage consistent with the safety of canal works 
is being effected during current year and this will he done till .the- 
canal level falls down to 4 5 *00. 

ig) No other steps are contemplated. 


AKiolii in the Bengalee ” egainst the SubdlYislonil Otloer ef 
Berraokpore. 

28* i|r« C. C. COOBEB: ia) Has the attention oj tbe Hem' bit?. 
Member in charge of the Police Department been drawn to three lead- 
ing articlea appearing in the Bengalee tbe 14tb, 15tb and.lfftb July' 
casting aspersions on the Subdivisional J)fBDer of Barrackpore. 
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floT has action been takAi by tjie Hon’ble Member 
against the editor and publiiher and p^sl^ns cbn^med, or any of them? 

(c) If the answer to (h) i« in the affirmative, what action does the 
Hou’ble Member propose to take in the matter? 

member in eiMrg* of POLICE DEPARTMENT .(tlie Hon’blo 
Mr. L. Birloy): (#'/) to (c) I read the articies when tlffiy appeared. I 
did not then talftj ?egal advice, becauie I came* to -the conclusion that 
it was unlikely thato the editor could be successfully prosecuted. On 
receipt of this question I took legal adrice, which has confirm^ the 
view which I took. Government do jiot contemplate taking*^ action in 
the matter. 


OraFnage lystem in oerUIn irrigation canaHTof the 24-Pargana$. 

29. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKEjR: Ui) Will the Hon'ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Department of Irrigation l>e pleased to state 
■whether he is aware that u large numl)er of ahads ( paddy ‘fields) lie 
on Infth sides of the Tollv\s Nala, Bidyatlhari river aniil other canals of 
the Imgation Department, such as Kistopur, Bhangdte and Magrahat 
-canals within the district of the 24 -Parganas? ^ 

{h) Is the Hon’ hie Member aware that the only outlets of the excess-^ - 
-of rain water accumulated in those abadu are into the irrigation canals? 

(of Is the Hon’ hie Member aware that there are lock-gates at 
ihe mouths of these outlets? 

(d) Is the*Hon’ble Meml>er aware that it generally happens that 
owing to the Vunt of prompt action of the department the excess of 
waters accumulated in those ahaiJs not Wing let out in time the seed- 
lings cast there die prematurely? 

(r) Does the Hon' hie MemWr propose to make some permanent 
Arrangement, so that the injury to crops may not recur in future? 

Tim Hcn’bKi Mahtraja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bafiadur of 
Mailias (n) to (c) "fes. 

(f/) No. 

t- 

(e) As (M’casion arises, schames for improvement of* the drainage 

will be investigated and action taken. 

*• 

t 

Bangil ^ovormnont Prats and Alipm ConcnH tan prtss. 

• • ♦ 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUOHURIl (a) Will the Hon^hle Member 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on the tkWe a 
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gpiement showing the my of,thf Head Clerk, OvA^rs, Hlad Beaderji 
Sbmor Readers, other Readers, Action-holders, Store-keep|rs, Type 
Store-keepers, and the Distributing Section-holders, and Uround-floor 
» Overseer of ther-* 

(f) Bengal^Government Pi-ess; and 

(«) Alipore Central Jail Press? 

^(b) Is there any tlifferenoe of ^>ay betweentthe cdrr<NiK>ndiug posts 
of thase two presses? 

(c) If the answer to ih) is in the afhriualive, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to indicate those ^ists with reasons for the difference? 

(f/) Is there any difference between the duties of the corresiwnding 
post^^f those two pre.sses? 

(c) What is the date\4' the first fipixnntuient and the held 

showing the gradual promotion ami iiKrement of pay with designation 
of the present Head (’lerk. Tleiid Header, Readers, Section-holders, 
Ground-floor Overseer, and the RMl-keeper of the Alipore Jail Press? 

(/) WImt were the respective pay ami designation of the employees 
mentioned in (c) ‘on the 1st January, 1920, and also on 1st January, 
192(5? • 

g) In how manv languages is the work carried on in tin* — 

0) Bengal Government Press; and 

(it) Jail Press? 

{h) How many employees are there in the Pi'ess ami Forms Depart- 
ment, Alipore Jail Press? 

(i) How many of them have got the Bengal Govern mertt Press scale 
of pay ? 

(;) What was the pay on the 1st January, 1920, and also on 1st Jaiiu- 
arv\ 1926, of the men who have not as yet got the Bengal Government 
Press scale of pay? 

MEMBER in chargt of FINANCE DEPARTMENT ,(tlio Hon*bli 
Mr, 4. DonallOl to O') Government do not loimder that it would 
be desirable to publish the information required. The work in the two 
presses is not altogether the same, and therefore there aiy necessarily 
differences in details. 


Arrests in Armenian Street. 

V 

31. BalHI BURSNORA NATH RAY: {a) Will the Hoti’Ue Mem- 
ber in chat^ir^ of the Police Depa^it>«i>f ^ pleased to stat% whether the 
police arrested in Armenian Street, Calcutta, at midnight pf the 
20th July, 9t merchants and their employed? ^ 
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Is it a {act ^ha^t the anested pei i^n^ were almost all the memb^ 
pf three houses in Amebian Street leaving /only the females a!id 
children ? 

{>') Is it also a tact that the police broke open the doors and entered 
the xi^nana with j>oiiited pistols a’ithout any warning? 

((1) Is it a fact that ten Moslem volunjeeis accompanied the police 
who entered the<,zenana along with the<ni? ^ ^ ' 

(c) If so, under yhose orders was all this done? 

The Hon’Me lir, L« BIBLE Ye <«) ?5inety-seveu persons were 
arrested on the date mentioned, among who were some Marwari 
merchants. 

( 

(h) end (c) Yes. 

C f 

((f) No. Only two Muhammadan volunteers accompanied the fwlice * 
as formal search witnesses. 

(c) T'nder the orders of the otiicer in tharge of the investigation 
and under the supervision of the Dei>uty CommisHioiier, North Town. 


Siiughter of cows. 

32. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Honble Member 
in charge of tlie Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the number and age of each of 
different kinds of bovine cattle slaughtered during each of the last 
three years in the jurisdiction of each of the — 

(a) Municipalities; 

(h) Cantonments; and 

{f) if iK»ssible, in rural areas of each district for local consumption? 

MEMBER Ifioiltrgi Of BEPABTMENT Of LOCAL BELF-COVERN- 
MENT (tlM Hob>blo Mahanja KtbauiilMi Ctiamira Ray BMuabir of 

Nadia)! The information is not readily available. The time and labour 
involved in (‘ollecting it w'ould, in the opinion of Government, be dis- 
proportionate to its value. 


Infant mortality. 

$S. Ml. AMULYA OHONi' ADDY: Will tie a<»t'bl« Member 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govemmeni be pleased to 
state the rate of infant morality in the province duripg each, of the 
Iasi three years? ^ 
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1^ Hon’Mt IMMM4a KIMAUllltH lOHMIol^ RAY Bitwiitiir 
4 |^aA«: The rates of iufai^t ^nortality in Bengal Jor th* last^hne 
2^ii||r« have ^n as follows:— • » » 

' 1923 
1924 
1926 

f 

^liaged propoMi tor 'astablioh^ of Uniftn Board* in Khardah. 

t 

34 , Rai HARENDRANATh CHAUOHURI: («) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Departifient of liotnil Self-Government lie 
pleased to state what steps are generally taken to ascertain the wishes 
of people of a particular area before the establiKhment «>f a Union 
Board under Bengal Act4"/f U119 in Jhat area h 4 

(b) Will the Hon’ble MemWobe pleased to lay on the table a copy 
of the report, if any, made bv^ the Subdivisional Officer, Barrnckpore, 
or the Ciitde Officer in ( harge of 4he area under Khurdnh thann in the 
matter of 4he establishment of Union Boards in that area? 

(c) Are the Gevernment aware that the people of Belkamhi Union— 
Union No. 11— iif Khardah thana and of the neighbouring places do 
not desire the establishment of a Union Board in the area? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased fo state whether any 
representation has been made by the people to the Government ojiiwsiug 
the establishment of any Union Board in that area? 

(e) What action, if any, has been taken on that representation? 

(f) If the answer to (e) is in the negative, are the Gofemment con- 
sidering the desirability of making an independent inquiry to as<iertain 
the views and* wishes of the people of the locality before the establish- 
ment of any Union Board in that area? If not, why not? 

TN Hon’bto MilMraJa KSHAUNItH CHANDRA RA’E CalNNliir 
of NodlOS (fi) Such steps as the local officers think necessary. 

(h) No proposal for the establishment of Union Boards in Khardah 
thana of the Barrackpore Subdivision has yet reacbl»d Government. 

(c) Government have no information. 

(d) and (el. A representation, which was forwarded liy the mem- 

ber, was received in the Wal Seff-Government Department on 
3Ist July, 1926. Government have forwarded the representation to tlie 
Divisional Commissioner for disposal. ^ 

(/) Government df> not t'onsider an independent inquiry desirable 
if the meitlier means by bis use of the word indi^ndeni an • 
inquiry by other agency than that of the local offieem. 


182* n 

184-2 >Per 1,000 births of ^ving ohiklcen. 

181-2 J • 
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. M. Mr. C. C. C00r%ftt (a) "vf^ill the Bfen'ble Member i& chat'ge 
of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state yrhy the hours of 
posting at thf Asansol sub-post office have been chai^ged so that the 
lat^t |iour of iKwting is now ltr30 hours? 

(h) Are the Government aware that Ipcal bodies ^lave strongly pro- 
tested against ^heb changes? p I 

(r) Is it a facti that many persons in the district have to send (wo 
and three miles to the Post Office and at present find great difficulty 
in posting their mail by 17-80 hour#? " 

i(J) Is the Hofi'ble Member considering the desirability of moving 
the Pf^tah authorities to extend the latest hour of posting to 18-80 ^ours? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (Jf 
HOfl^Mo Mr. da Ooflild). {a) to (c) This Government have no informa- 
tion. 

(</) A copy (tf the ([uestion and answer will he forwHrded to the 
Director-General of Post* and Teleffiaphs. 


RwoiMion of ordort ‘oonforring the power of eiNting their ChairiMir* 
on the MMnapore Board. 

0* 

SB. Babtt MAHENDRA MATH MAITY! u>) U the Hon hie 

Member in i-harjre of the Department of I^x al Self-Government aware 
that Mr. B. N. Sasraal was the elected Chairinan of the last District 
Board of Midnap<ire? 

(h) What is the reason for not approvinjr the election bv the District 
Board o^ Midnapore of Mr. B. N. Sasmal as Chairman of “that District 
Board ? 

(c) What is the reason for not asking the members of the District 
Board of Midnapore to elect another person as their Chairman when 
the election of Mr. B. \. Sasmal was not approved by the Government? 

(rf) WaS the rifrht (riven to the District Board of Midnapore of 
elwtinK their Chairman withdrawn by the I,ncal Government P 

(c) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative^ when and .whv was 
that privilege withdrawn P 

.f IIL*I^V***^* KtHAUMiBH CHANDRA RAY UMu 

m NWiai {a) Yes, 



otnesnoDTs. •» 

^ ib) Fiider the liocal Self-^verament^Act the tledioii of a Ohair- 
f||an ie sobject to the approval ^f OoTernment. A of Vr. S«imal'» 
«(ilaidnct of the Chairnfcnship OfTeniment *did not approve of him ya 
Oiairman and withheld their approval. 

(ci to (e) ^’he member is referred to Government Order No. ;^090» 
'L.S.-G., dated the J2th June, 1926, which a copy is laij in tbit 
Council tabled ^ 

(fovemment order referred to in the reply* to m unsturrtd questionr 

^ .Vo. 36, 

GOVEHNME^fT OF BENGAL. 


Lo< Ai. Sklf-Govehnment Dkpabtmknt. 
Lo(M ^eJf-Govermmenf lira nch . 


No. 209()-L.S.-G., dated Calcutta, the 12th July, 1926. 
i'Vom — The Secretary to the Governmeut of Beiif^al, 
To — Till? roiimiissionei of the Burdwan Division. 


I am directed to refer to ytiur No. 370-0., dated the 5th May, 1926^ 
r ecommending that the uppioval of the Governor in Council uudiT 
“"Action 22, I.K)cal Self-Government Act, to the election of Babu Bireudra 
Nath Susmal an Chairman of the Midnapore District Board be with- 
held, and to say that His Excellency in Council ha.s decided#after 
very careful consideration, not to approve this election. It follows that 
the post of Chairman of the Midnapore District Board ii vacant. As- 
the privilege of electing their own Chairman was extended to the 
members of the Midnapore District Board, among others, by Govern- 
ment Circular No. 502-06-L.S.-G., dated the 26th February, 1920, the 
natural course w^iuld now he to ask the memliers to elect some one else 
as Chairman. His Excellency in Council is, however, udvi|ed that he 
has no power under the Local Self-Government Act to order a fresh 
election, should he withhold the approval to the election held under 
section 22 of the Act, and that the only course open Jo hftai is to rescindf 
the order of 26th February, 1920, so far as the District Board of Midna- 
pore is concerned, and to appoint a Chairman. The Governor in 
Council, therefore, hereby rescinds so much of the ordi4 conveyed in 
Government Circular No. 502-06-L.S.-O., dated the 26th February,. 
1920, as refers to the District of Midnapore. • 


As His Excellency in Council has no intention of making any 
departure fnwn the policy of having non-ofBeial elected Chairmen of 
District JQqprds, which has worked well on the whole, wishes you t 4 >* 
impress on the members of the District Board his reasons for Ailing up 
the vacancy by appointment instead of % a fre«h election. ♦ 
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I am to add tkiit His Exlelleooy in Councii Ims decided to appoint 
Eabnd^ebeadraLal^^E^an, u , lx \, as Cbatrpian of the Hidnapore District 
^oard, and that a notification to th(^ *i^ect ^|^ll be published in the 
Calcutta Gazette. * 

^A. Ballll 1E40Y KRISHNA BOSE: With reference to the 
answer Ho question (6), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to give 
definite instancetrof such conduct as that disapproved'^by Government? 

* * C ^ 

Tha Hon’bit Mitfiaraja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Babatfar 
«f Nadiat The law does not require Government to state the reasons 
for withholding approval, and I am quite prepared to state ihe reasons 
if Mr. Sasmnl came and saw me, but I am not prepared to publisli 

them or state them to a third perwm. 
o 

€• • , * 

Platform on ttio stations on the EatC^n Bengal Railway. 

37. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KCR: (o) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Public VVorlis (Itailways) aware that 
though there are platforms on one side only of almost all fhe stations 
on the Eastern Bengal Railway and that the passengei trains sometimes 
atop on that side of the platform where there is no platform? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that passengers alighting from 
«uch trains very often meet with accidents especially at Magrahut aifd"* 
Kalyunpur stations on the southern section of the Eastern Bengal 
Rail vay ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of ihe Railway authorities to the matter? 

MEMBER in oharg« of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
{RAILWAYS] (tha Hon’ble Mr. «l. Dontld): {a) and ib) Government 
have no information. 

(r) No, There is an Advisory Committee to which the member may 
refer. 


NON-OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 

Non-ofltoiol Mmbort’ Bills and Rtsalutiom. 

Tha Bangal PaaUiro Bill, 1S8S. 

TM HOifbla Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 
Khan Babadliri 1 beg to pi^esent the Report of the Selcftb Committee 
on thf Bengal Pasture Bill, 1926, by Dr. H. W. B. Moreno. 

o 
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Jte, H. W. B. MORENOl I beg to Love ihat^the Bengal Paatata 
1926, as reported^by the ^^ect Oomm^^iee Se taken into ooilaiideia- 


' This uounci^ i laae it la a ooay lor tne purpose essentially of train* 
ing legislation, and I take it, too, that (lovemment make use t>f its 
proceedings to carry out helpful legislation for the benefit df the 
people of the province. A| the same time I hold that it is the right 
of every privatesmeipibar of this l^ouncil, whether elected or nominated, 
to introduce legislation of a helpful kind and for the welfare of the 
people of the province. The Bengal Pasture Bill is an instance of such 
legislatioi. It is for the welfare of the cattle of Bengal which in its 
turn will help to improve the condition of the people of Bengal. Now, 
Sir, this Pasture Bill was introduced in the Council and acc'epted by 
th^Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur and went into the committee*stage. The 
Sei^t Committee made to|hy alterations in the Bill ; large amradments 
were discussed and accepted; provisions .were entirely cut out, in fact, 
a whole chapter was deleted from the Bill. After all that work 
and all that energy expended*ou the Bill and its provisions we have 
the attituije of Goveniment as against the Bill. Surely, the work of 
the committee then has lieen in the nature of ploughing the sands 
and an entirely ^bortive task; I have not much commendation for the 
attitude of Government which see their way at one stage to ai^ept the 
Bill and later on to cast it out altogether. It is not fair to those who 
have devoted a good deni of their time and energy for the passage of the 
Bill, but generally speaking, I hold that the Bill is valuable and that 
its provisions tend largely to the benefit of the people. It is acknow- 
ledged that the infant mortality here in this province as in the remain- 
ing portion of the country' is increasing by leops and bounds. Infant 
mortality is practically double of what it is in any city of the West; 
in some instances it is higher. Now to combat this infant mortality 
which is at present engaging the serious attention of Government 
Colonel MacTegart in discussing this very question said that Iretter than 
the provision of cheap nurses at the time of child-birth, b|»tter than 
the provision of facilities of condition of child-birth is the provision 
[)f cheap wholesome milk for infants and for their mothers. It is also 
Admitted that while the ravage# and scourges that dei^stdle the cnmniry 
take a good toll in infant mortality, the real reason why the people 
are unable to withstand these revages and survive the devastation is 
because there is not sufficient vitality in the people. Now vitality 
can only be gained by good food and here m Bengal people are largely 
dependent on a vegetarian course of diet. Even in that uegeiariaa 
course of diet, milk products are required, and ghee is au element 
which enters largely into the food of the Indiane. We knoirVow as 
things are, that ghee is ai^ valuable as silver is in the mark* The 
people do *iibt get wholesome milk to ilrink with the reimlt that when 
a sooqrge ^realu out and carries its depredations into villi|gee, their 
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Vitaliy i# 80 lowefed^that tLy are aajiMe lo aurviva tlie ravages of 
tkoie Mjoargcs. N<V it is Jo prevent, At® remedy these evils that a Bill 
rff this kinB has been thought of by Ihe. Qne^as only to 5 ook at the 
* starved and miserable condition of the cattle of the province to be 
convinced of their deterioration. Not only in the city itself where 
they van be seen wandering in Ihe streets seeking whatever food they 
can get, but also outside the cities one can see these gtarving animals 
t^ing to get thei^ little sustenance out raijway lend. The reason 
is that often no pasturage is set apart for them, there is no land sgt 
apart for the growifig of fodder in order that these poor animals may 
have Horoething to live upon. It may fie advanced, and I fWe say it 
has been advanced, that land is so "X'aluable in Bengal that there is 
not sufficient land for growing food for its people, leave alone the 
question of (deeding the cattle of the province. Arguments of this kind 
show a Very short-sighted policy because if you use up every available 
plot of land for the growing of food for the ’^people and neglect feeding 
the cattle of the land entii'ely you are committing a very serious offence 
against the commonwealth, for by providing facilities for the cattle to 
grase and eat grass which grows plentifully in the meadows, you 
provide for your own lietter sustenance in the shape of good milk. 
You starve the mother, you starve the father, the 'whole household 
and consequently the whole progeny. You are depriving them of one 
of the greatest necessities of life. In the West wa can increase our 
diet with milk and suth other things in the daily menu, but here itaw 
India we are de{>endent up<m just a vegeterian diet supplemented in 
some^ form or other by mill produces. 1 ’herefore, a Bill of this kind 
is a Bill which affects the cattle of this land directly and the people 
indirectly. !IJn the cadastral survey of the districts of Bengal the 
pasturage has been mapped out. If we do not have a Bill of this kind 
providing for the pasturage, then what will be the result? We find 
that even the existing pasturages are being encroached upon by the 
xamindars and tenants, but the starving cattle have nothing to say in 
the matter. By a gradual piwess of elimination all the pastiirages are 
taken away and nothing is left to the poor cattle which live upon what- . 
ever they can find. 

A Bill of thia^^ kind will prevent such encroachments and preserve 
the condition of the cattle. Further in the Bill there is a provision 
made for the imposing of a cess for the purchase and maintenance of 
pasturages, ^d it is this cess that is causing, I think, 9 great deal of 
consternation among my friends here in this Council. They say if 
you impose a cess upon the people, the burden of taxation is already 
so great that they will refuse to have any additional burden put upon 
them. do say this, and 1 say this with a good deal of serious- 

ness, that if^^u are in earnest about improving things in,^|ie country 
you must submit to a little sacrifice. Nothing is to 1 ^ got by merely 
Jixikinig up to the heavens^, nor shall everting descend like the 
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litrealuBg raiiis from the ikj abole. IVtere muA be mme aaeridM 
^ tke part of tlie people, if ^ou are out to improve the coiidi^o^ ol 
Hke pedpk. We had ^ gooS SAl of taikiprevioully in this C<miieil 
alout primary education in this province, and there was al^ the talk 
of a Government Bill on the subject, but the whole question hinges' 
upon* the educational cess which would be required if you decide to 
spread prima^ education in Bengal. * I take it, Sir, that thi^ is a 
ctke on all fours with that.| If you desire to improve the condition of’ 
Cattle, you must^mqke aome Bort§of sacrifice-jpsome •ce|s to be imposed 
upon the people — in order that pasturages might be preserved, and 
if the pasturages are not sulBSqient, the Bill provides that fodder crops 
may b© gftwn on these lands and foot! thus made available to the cattle. 
But you must, as I said before, make some sacrifice. If you are not 
going to do that then away with all hope of improvement. Moreover, 
if 4»ic studies carefully the Bill he will find that the Vess is not 
absolutely obligatory— /s conditional— it is entirely v(>luntar>' for 
the district board. If the board. finds that its funds are not sufficnent 


for the acquisition of such pasturages, this Bill gives power to the 
board to levy a cess for the puipose of maintaining such pasturages. 
Therefore,* nothing is going to happen in the immediate future, 
and there is no ground for apprehending that the people are going to 
be taxed in an inordinate manner. It is only a provision that will 
come into force if the district boards have not the money available for 
^he purpose. Sir, I realise that so far as the principles of the Bill are 
concerned, no sane, thinking, meml)er of this House will deny that 
it is a Bill that really seeks to do, something for the welfare of the 
poor cattle of Bengal. And I say that if this Bill be thrown OUt by 
Government and by their supporters, the whole attitude of Govern- 
ment will be open to serious criticism, because the pdbple will see 
that while Government are prepared to discuss the whole thing in 
the committife stage, they turn entirely round an<l cast the Bill out. 
If there are any defects in the Bill itself they should have been 
remedied in the committee stage and put right there. If now the 
attitude of Government be that the Bill is not worthy of exsniination, 
it will only itself to a fusillade of ridicule on all sides. I, 

therefore, hope that Government will take up a favoyable atltitude 
with regard to this Bill which, after all, is as helpful a piet^e of 
legislation as any of the items of legislation that comes before this 
Council. With these remarks, I ask that the Bill be taken into con- 
sideration by 4be House. 


Mn P, N. CUN At I beg to move, by way of amendment, Ibat the 
Bill as reported by the Select Committee be recommitted to the Select 
Oommittee,* without limitation, with instructions to submit a fresh * 
report lor further consideratum, quorum to be five. 

* ♦- 
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■} Sir, at the re^ outset, ^1 wa&t to assure my Mend, Dr. Moreno 
that I am aot agiliu^ ^e principle of #he Bill, and that is the reasoj 
whici has induced me to^fisk the Haofee*to send it to the Select Com 
^ttittee aghin for further consideration. Sir, % was a member of th 
Select Committee, and I understand that there were only two sitting 
of the committee, at one of which 1 could not be presedt being engage< 
in the, Public Accounts Committee. The next day I crae and foum 
that the whole thing was put in a cut-^mhdried fa^luon, and I ha< 
no time to m^e, any improvement^ In my«note of dissent 1 havt 
elaborated and explained the position that would overtake the raiyMt 
of Bengal if this Bill is passed into law. Sir, only the other day thi 
Hon’bie Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia and Mr. Birley expressed th< 
intention of the Government to establish a net-work of union boards 
to improve the condition of villages in all respects. I do not see wh^ 
the establishment of pasture lands should not be one of thep). 1 
understand that a special officer who is^jvjt now on deputation ifi 
locking into the working of the Village Self-Government Act, and, 
if found necessary, the Government will in due course bring an amend- 
ing Bill. I think that the provisions that have been tried to be 
embodied in this Bill can easily go into the Village Self-Government 
Act. You are aware, Sir, that the Village Self-Government Act has 
given powers to the union boards to impose taxes. ^ I do not see why 
it should be impossible for the union boards to maintain pasture lands 
out of their ordinary resources. As I have shown in my note of dis- 
sent, this Bill, if passed into law, will impose two further kinds TT 
taxes: one for maintaining pasturages and another for gracing. 
Pur^her, if the amendment of the Hon 'hie MemW in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture and Industries is carried out, and clause 31 
is deleted from the Bill, the Government will retain the power of 
levying further rates and taxes. This, I think, is most injurious to 
the welfare of the village folks of Bengal. It is generally agreed that 
the limit of taxati<m has been reached in the villages. My friend, 
Dr, Moreno, has referred to the educational cess. He knows that 
the people of Bengal are generally averse to it, but it may have to be 
agreed on, on a quite different ground. I am almost sure that Dr. 
Moreno, if he had any knowledge of the Bengal villages, or if he had 
taken the trouble of crossing the area of a single village (A voice; 
Exactly so) he would never have ventured to say that this Bill would 
improve the condition of villagers. Sir. I think that it does not lie 
in the mouth of those, w'ho have never gone beyond the limits of the 
Marhntta Ditch, to say that this Bill will prove to be a blessing. I, 
as one and brought up in a village, consider that the provisions 
of this Bill, as amended by the Select Committee, il paseed into law, 
will gveatjy injure the people whose welfare it pretends to se^. I 
do not wdht ^to throw out the Bill at once : I want it to be recommitted 
to the Select Committee for further consideration. 
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;ilf« W« Im TIIAVCIISS ^s^imatluse ei^irely wftli tli« motir^^d 
of ^ hon’ble tfteiqj^r kKo has introduced this Bill, that it 
to say, with his desire to improre the breed of cattle in Beng^al bj * 
pr(m4^g them* with a sufficiency of pasture and food. Those ideals 
are, of course, laudable ones and I sympathise with them heartily. 
But speaking a practical agriculturist, on an examination of his • 
views, I cannot see that^the Bill jrill do anything at.al^to advance his 
idgal. The problem, first of all, is purely an economic one. If one looks 
at it from the point of view of the people of Bengal, one knows that 
here we hii^’e a swarming popuTalion which is pi*essing on (he land for 
the means of subsisteme, and the* real reason whv there is insufficient 
pasture in the province is because that the land is required for the 
production of food and other profitable cn>ps. The Bengal taiyai is 
kee^y in4<dligent of hit interests. If you cun persuade him, 
or teach him, that the breeding^ of goo^ cattle is to his advantage, 
he will surely breed cattle, as surely as he grows rice and jute to-day. 

I entirely disagree with the Viqw which would interfere with land 
being used^for its natural and economic object. I dislike, moreover, 
the imposition of cesses. I think there is a distinct danger that a cess 
may be imposed ^y a body — a local board or some local institution — 
of non-agriculturists upon an agricultural population. I think that 
is a great danger under the provisions of the Bill, if enacted into law. 

Now turning for a moment to the second aspf^ct of the Bill^that 
is, the improvement of the breed of cattle in the province by the 
provision of more and sufficient pasturage. The breed ^>f caltle, of 
course, in this province is a disgrace to Bengal. The cattle, as they 
are, can be improved, but to provide the present breed with a larger 
amount of food will only increase the evil. If the hon’ble member, 
who introduced this Bill, and every member in this Council were 
interested in the raiyat and his well-being, the only thing ^they need 
do is to launch a campaign throughout Bengal for the improvement of 
the breed of cattle in the province. It is only l)y that means that the 
ideals of the hon^ble member will be carried into fruition. That is 
the only work necessary for improving the breed, ft is perfectly pos- 
sible within ten years to introduce in Bengal a breed of cattle, so that 
one could do the work of the present three or four. In fegard to the 
provision of food for that breed, it is*perfectly easy to give food to 
the cattle of Benipil without taking oway rice-land and providing 
thm for pasture. This has been frequently described in lectures and 
in the writings of the Agricultural apartment of this proviltce and 
it is by growing fodder crops and feeding the cattle with them. 
Moreover,* die experiments of the department in regard to the sikge * 
idiow ^haiTt is extemely prohaUe— -it y almoet oertatii-4lmte fodder 
will he preserved hy silage thronghovt thf whole year. 
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In eondoaion, d £«▼• |o «ay that i <hi§ ^jUl ha pasted inVfl _iew, 
it would either be a dead letter thCt is the«prohabiIity--«r if it ia 
rued at all, it would be a danger to the pe^qde of the province. I, 
ikei^lore, oppose it. * ^ ^ 

MMvi SAYYED tULTAN^ALl! I beg to oppose^^bis BiU as it 
stands. Of course, it is admitted on all? hands that*^ there is a dire 
necessity for pasture lai^s in Bengal for the* imprd^ement of cattle. 
Kobody will deny Jhat, but the manner in which the Bill has b«%n 
drawn up will most prejudicially affect the people for whom it ia in- 
tended. That is the reason why I object to the passing d! the Bill. 
Sir, if we go into the history of the question, we find that not very 
long ago there were enough of pasture lands in Bengal which together 
with tl^e rfee in prices of crops have been converted into agricultural 
lands by samindars who have b€*en deriving' benefit out of those lands. 
Now, when the question has* arisen ns to the acquisition of land for 
the purpose of pasture lands, it is the poor people who are going to 
be taxed, and they are going to be tifxed in three different ways. The 
provisions of the Bill are that pasture lands should be acquired partly 
with the money paid by local authorities which would acquire the land 
and partly by collecting pasture cevss from the people. I believe the 
Select Committee did not consider it at the time of framing this Bill 
that the money which will be paid by lo(ral bodies are nothing bq^ 
people’s money raised by taxation. If they are taxed! for pastures 
again, it would cause a great deal of hardship upon them which can- 
not be justified in any sense. There is another reason for which I 
object to the levjdng of pasture cess and that is this: that if a man 
becomes an owner in the occjuisition of any land he cannot be charged 
again for using it. But this Bill has made provision for taxation for 
graaing cattle, at the same time it lays down that pasture cess should 
be assessed upon the people for the purpose of ac'quisition of land. If 
this Bill is passed, then people will have to pay thrice. For those 
reasons I "^object to the passing of the Bill as it stands at present. 
What I think just and proper under the circumstances is that a portion 
of it should b? borne by zamindars, a portion of it should also be home 
by Government as the people at large will be benefited by the improve* 
ment of cattle and a |)ortion of it should be borne by those who would 
take advantage of those pasture landk by grazing cattle on it, but such 
provisions have not been included in the present Bill! I suggested 
by an amendment that a part of it should be homti by Government but 
that amendment has been disallowed by the Hon ’hie the President, 
fund it was communic^ated to me so late that I could hardly take any 
steps for thie acceptance of my amendment. For the above reasons I 
object to the )>assiug of the Bill, but at the same time I am ia entire 
agreeirent with the amendment proposed by Mr. Guha lor reoommifftAg 
tne Bill to the Select Ckunmittee for further ooneideratieii. 
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I: ■*« AMULYA DHONE I^DDY: I am sorrr f oanno^ sup^t tiM 
jitlaeadineiit of our esteemed friViii, Mr. Gu|m. §irf he has alleged *that 
framcS* of the Bilt h%s no local knowledge of the viltagem and, 
t^relore, he has introduced this Bill. But he appears to forget that* 
this Bill has tiben drafted not by Dr. Moreno, but by some of thi; lead- 
ing members; and specially the P1*esident of the All-In^ia Cow 
Conference Ashiciation. However, Sir, as for myself I may be allowed* 
to say that thoifgh^I am a residgnt of Calcutta, yet^I have some know- 
ledge of villagers and therefore I may be permitted to say that they are 
in favour of this proposal. Tjiis Bill ap|H»ar8 to die to be very urgent. 
It has bc^n introduced in the month of December last and every oppor- 
tunity has been given by the Government to the public to submit sug-* 
gestions and objections, if any, to this Bill. Twenty-two public bodies 
hage been cx>nsulted and they have already submitted their gopinion ; and 
their suggestions and objgftions hav^been taken into consideAtion and 
thoroughly discussed by the Sele<;t Comnyttee. These public bodies have 
supported the principles of the Bill with the exception of the chapter 
on recovery of pasture lands* aatd the Select Committee have omitted 
that portion of the Bill. The important fac*tor that has largtdy con- 
tributed toward^ the deterioration and diminution of the bovine species 
is the want of adequate pasture land and foddter in this country. The 
practice of leaving sufficient land as free pasturage was c.omim>n in 
the jHist, but with the lapse of time, such jpen lands have becmie 
grossly insufficient. Sir, Bengal possesses pasture land of meagre des- 
cription. Lieut. -Col. Raymond says that reports of all the district 
officers of Bengal gt> to show that curtailment of graaing lands hm taken 
place in almost all the districts of the province and has caused deterii>- 
ration of cattle. The Board of Agriculture has thorough^ discussed the 
matter and recommended the adoption of the measures, namely, the 
preservation of graaiug grounds by legislation, legislation authorising 
local bodies to expend a jwrtion of their income for acciuisition of 
grazing grounds at the cost of the State as well as of local bodies. 
The provision of grazing grounds on a liberal scale is a matter of 
great urgency and legislation should forthwith be undertaken for the 
purpose. Grazing ground should be provide<l in eat'h^ village accord- 
ing to its needs and requirements and the number ol cattle it jwssesses. 


Some Indian States, too, have reserved by rules a Jxed proportion 
of land as pasturage as, for instancei Baroda and Mysore. 

Then, again, the fodder crops grown in this country* are quite 
ineignificant imd the area under fodder crops compares ver^unfavour- 
ably witb the area under the same in other countries. Tne fodder-* 
supply lor the existing catUe is consequently grossly^ iua^uate aii^ 
tiiey have to remain semi-starved. The effect is plainly visible in timet 
ol ffsaicrty when herd after herd die awing to sheer stamiffMi. Sir, 
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tl»i» ja.tlie d€^lorabf« of things cxisttng at present and Whici have 
been <o ably and sb forcibly bronghUbut m a ^memorial forwarded to 
His Excellefccy the Governor by the Obw Pwservation Ijeagne and the 
All-India Cow Conference Association. Sir, this is th^ |loomy picture 
which has been drawn up after a^ very thorough enquiry into the whole 
matter. * ^ 

Then, Sir, I am really astonished to fiiftf that the fion’ble Nawab 
Bahadur who is •the Meihber in charj^e of Agriculture has submitted 
a note of dissent. says that local authority has not been consulted! 
Well, Sir, he should have raised this (lue^?tion in the Select Committee. 

As regards taxation it is quite disWtionary with the local autho- 
rity. It may or may not levy the tax. It may depend on its existing 
resources; ai^d so the Select Committee have suggested that the Iq^al 
authorit/^ moy levy tax but witb^ the previiqis sanction of the Local 
Government. Therefore, if th^ villagers object to this tax, the local 
authority may not levy it; and* even if it does, then the Jjocal Govern- 
ment may cancel it. So, Sir, the gtouiids for misapprehension are 
without any foundation. Then, again, Sir, I entirely agree that it 
would be a case of great hardship on the villagei*8 if they are enforced 
to pay the whole of it. Therefore, I would suggest that Local Govern- 
ment may be pleased to contribute towards the acquisition of pasture 
land. Then, Sir, Mr. Guha has submitted in his note of dissent that 
the Magistrate has been authorised to punish for encroachment. 1 
think there is no harm in it. If the person is aggideved by the decision 
of the< Magistrate, he may go to the High Court for redress. 

Mr. Travers has stated that we must have land for the cultivation 
of crops, but how can it be done until we increase the number of cattle 
and improve the quality of bullocks. And this can only be done by 
keeping open lands for pasturage and by the improved method of 
breeding. Sir, tlie serious shortage in number and* the very poor 
quality of stud-bulls in this couiitrj^ and lack of breeding centres are 
directly responsible for the present inferiority of Indian breeds of 
cattle. Sir, I agiee with Mr. Travers so far as the improved meth«>d 
of breeding is .’oiicenied, and I trust he will support the Bill as it 
has the provision of stud-bulls. 

Mr. Sultan AH has stated that instead of being beneficial, the 
villagers will Bb ver>' much affected by the pa.s8ing of the^Bill. I am 
sorry 1 cannot follow him. Sir, during the rainy season there is not 
a single imh of land which can he called pasture land. Well, Sir, 

1 am my^ll the owner of 35,000 bighas of land in the Sunderbans. I 
am really aatoaished to find that, with the exception of embankments, 
there is not a single inch of ground left for pasturage during ndny 
wmniL Then my friend has stated that pasture lands have already been 
eneroachid hy the samindart. iThe fact is that because thm wak so 



4^.] NON-OFFICIAL BIHS, 

0tl^^ for lands a few years ^a^ and the price oi crops wa* 
thi^ was demand for these plstnre landl. When the lands drere 
vacant, certainly the aaminAirs allowed the people to lave thei/ 
cat& graae on Jilje lands. It has been nrjred that it would eaose a 
j;^re|.t deal of hardship if a gracing fei; is levied. It is quite within 
the discretion tjf the local authorities whether there should be*a*(*ess 
fcr this purpos^jr not. WKth these remarks I strongly oppose the 
amendment of Mr! Guha! I do net know whab the objeei of Mr. Guha 
is ^In moving his amendment. This Bill has b^n pending since 
December last, and* if we shelve this matter in the way suggested by 
Mr. Guha, the result will be disastrous and ruinous to the people, and 
it will praetically kill the Bill itself. 

The Hen’Me Naiirali Behtdur SAIYIO NAWAB ALI OH ^IDHURL 
KhaiT Bahadur: I do not qp^se the amendment of Mr. Guha. a 

Of. H. W. B. MORENO: In ceplying to the criticisms levelled 
against the Bill I should like aj the outset to say that I do not at alt 
appreciate the attitude of Mr. Gnha in regard to my knowledge of 
the villagesan Bengal. Mr. Guha relegates to himself all the knowledge 
and tries to except any body else as l^ing e<jual to him knowledge 
or experience. I trust Mr. Guha will (‘hange an attitude of that kind 
which insists on saying: “ I am the Sir Oracle, and you are no body.” 

^J^hope he will accept the suggestions made by pepple who, though they 
may not possess the vast and varied ex|)erience he hni got have at times 
crossed the Marhatta Ditch, and have also some knowledge of the 
activities of the villages of Bengal. Leaving aside all these questAms, 
dealing with Mr. Guha's suggestion it ImiUs down to this: that the 
cess is a thing that will be resented by the villagers of ’Bengal, and 
therefore the Bill is not re(|uired, Mr. Guha has failed to study the 
Bill himself, for he will see if he reads its provisions that it is a Bill 
which allows a cess to he levied only after the Government of Bengal 
is consulted, and it will be the last deciding factor as to whether the 
cess is necessary in the interests of the |>eople and of the cattle. So 
any question of arbitrary action being taken goes to the winds, when 
it is realised that Government is the deciding authority ip the matter. 

I thank Mr. Travers very much for his friendly* attitude toward# 
me, but 1 feel very strongly at the same time that he is not in a position 
to support the Bill. He talks of the improvement of ^le breed of 
cattle, but I Will refer him to my Cattle Bill whereby I have made 
what provisions I could for the improvement of the breed of cattle in 
Bengal. So the arguments he laid forth concerning the improvement 
of the breed of cattle are met by the Cattle Bill. He also talked about 
the necessity of keeping fodder in silos for the cattle. I have had 
•bme ttsperiehoe in that difeetton and I have realised thut U^ilit siloa 
are very tM^al in dry lands sneh ss in the United Frotineii aut^ 
where, \he tionble in Bengal is that if IdBdar omos are kept in such 
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•ilos^ theyodeteriora^ diiring the raky seamn owing to the da&ip 
climate of Bengal and become mani^e* ahd unfit for use as fodder for 
^he cattle.' But even then Mr. Travers admits^ that 8ome sort of fodder 
crops should be raised, and if Mr. Travers will be good enough to 
examine the last three or four clauses of the Bill, he will see that while 
pasture lands are essential as ps^turages for the cattle, there is a provi* 
:sion for the raising of the fodder crops. ^ 


Mr Sultan \li* has rtfised the toesm of afhrm ahd has said that t^iis 
Bill, if passed, wiM cause a great revolution among the people. He 
says that these pasture lands have only^been encroached by^ihe zamin- 
dars, but I should like to refute a statement of this kind which is laid 
on the broad shoulders of the zamindars of Bengal. He forgets that 
;at times tl^ tenants are equally prone to encroach upon such pasturages 
perhaps as much as the zamindars themselves.^ He, however, has raised 
.a rather important point about these pastufe lands. He has said that 
while there will be a cess for clearing these pasturages, there will also 
be a furlher c^ss for the maintenaijce of the pasturages; so the people 
will have to pay twice for the same thing. He forgets that when one 
purchases pasturage, he does so with all encumbrances on it, trees 
that may be on it and other hindrances. Mere purchasing a pasture 
land is not sufficient. One has to keep these areas *in proper form in 
order that they may be profitable as pasture lands in which case certain 
.timount of money, ndl a very large amount, will be required for thai 
preservation of these lands as pasturages. I fail therefore to see how 
his argument applies. There is no payment twice for the same thing. 
The first one is for the acquisition of the pasture land and the second 
is for the maintenance of the pasture lands for years to come, which" is 
after all a continuation of the same thing. 


I am frankly disappointed when I come to the remarks of the Nawab 
Bahadur, in spite of his broad sympathy towards any thing which 
<joncerns the welfare of the cattle of Bengal and which has been much 
'appreciated by the people. He says that he supports the amendment 
of Mr. Guha that the Bill be referred again to the committee. I know 
the front beuches resort to such things in order to bold up things. 
Every one knows that in the course of a few days we shall all be 
^ntlemen at large. This Council will be dissolved and this Bill will 
be referred «to a committee which will be dissolved in consequence of 
the dissolution of the Council! It is only another way^of shelving the 
matter.^ I do not think I can accept the suggc|tion of the Hon*ble 
Hawab Bahadnr. 

% 

V 

K 

TIm HWbto Mndw MIYIO NAWAI ALI OHAUBMURI, 

I have not supported the amendnMHit of Mr. Onha^ but 
J have said that 1 do not opflose it. * 
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lit W« i» MOREliO^ l^am afraid the Naarab Bahadur ia^tr^fiug 
to ^rig^le«himaelf out a diiEciIt poaitiou^y aayiug that he doeft aoi 
aupport it and he does notf oppose it. 1 cannot accept an^attitude A 
that kind. W#*have here to come to a clear-cut decision in this 
Council — either to have this Pastura{?e^Bill on the Statute Book or not. 
If you are co^inced that it is a useful measure, you as members of 
the Govemmen? benches arl expected to speak out your aentimenta oi* 
expressions on the subject, and na amount of fquivoeatu)n will meet the 
point. We want here a clear-cut definite conclusion regarding this 
Bill. Fqj that reason I stillsask the council to receive this Bill for 
its consideration. 


Hon’blu Nawab Bi|hailur SAIYED NAWAB AM OHAUO- 
HURIf Khan Bahadur, e^s I state<h in Council last month, Govern- 
ment have every sympathy with ‘the Member in charge of the Bill in 
his anxiety to provide for grazing reserves in Bengal. It is an admitted 
fact that there has been a gradual restriction in the grazing facilities 
in Bengah, but a moments’s reflection will, I feel sure, convince the 
Council that thu remedy does not lie in the direction contemplated in 
the Bill. • 

I have already appended a minute of dissent to the report of the 
"•Select Committee and my main ground for objection to the Bill as it 
has emerged from the committee will be found there. But, perhaps, 
I may take this opportunity of explaining the view which Government 
take of the problem which the Bill purports to face. As I poinfed out 
in my speech in the Council last month, the ({uestion y an economic 
one, and cannot be solved in the manner proposed in the Bill as it 
now stands. 

Dr. Moreno is not correct in saying that Oovernijient have accepted 
the Bill. Government merely accepted the principle that it is desirable 
to have pasture lands. But that is a different thing from«enacting a 
law for the levy of a special cess for systematic ac({uisition of pasture 
lands, and Government consider that the Bill as it has emerged from 
the Select Committee will not help in solving the 4>rob1eiit. 

It is true that the Select Committee has removed some of the revolu- 
tionary proposals which the original Bill contained, su«h as eonfisoa- 
tion St existing right of land, but the Bill, even as it stands now, 
is far from a satjefetdory one. Clause 31 of the Bill, fo{ example^ 
contemplates that all pasture lands, however acquired, should be 
exempt from all rates and taxes. In the case of pasture lands wbiek 
are acquired by purchase, lease or gift by a local authority, this clguse 
would have the etfect of making these lands revenue^ree as well as* 
exenjit from such tates as water-rate, under the Irngmliop | 
need hardly point out that there is no ji|rtification ler sneii; axieniptioiiu 
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It 'it intended to five |ocal anthori^ee power to iwpoae a pastiir* 
c^. I hare pointed out in minute lof diseent, local author* 

.ities themaelves, although they are most intimately concerned in tho 
prorisions of the Bill, have not been specifically conaulted. We dd 
not know whether they want such an Act, or whether they would be 
willing to take advantage of the provisions of such ^ Act. I need 
only point out here that the power of taxation which, it is proposed to 
give to the local ^authorities would be Very unpopular, and judging from 
past experience in t^p matter of taxation, by union boards it is undesir* 
able to introduce legislation for fresh taxation by these bodiei^^ I fear. 
Sir, that very few local authorities ^iH come forward to utilise such 
an enactment, and the Bill will therefore remain a dead-letter. 

Coming details I may point out that the Bill provides for, the 
impositibn of a tax on a unifori^ rate; but it is not stated what the 
uniform rate means, that is,, whether by uniform rate is meant that 
every individual will pay the same amount or whether the rate will 
be a uniform one on propei-ty or incqm^. Clause 13 is also defective 
in as much as it does not say on what persons or classes of jiersons the 
cess is to be imposed. Then, again, clause 13 (2) purports to authorise 
the local Government to make rules regarding the planner in which 
the cess would be levied but not regarding the persons who are to pay. 

It will appear, Sir,, fi-oin all these considerations, that the Bill as;,* 
It has emerged from the Select Committee, is open to serious objections 
and on behalf of Government I beg to oppose it and trust that the 
Couii«^.I will not pnw'eed further with such an unsatisfactory enactment. 

The motion of Mr. P. N. Guha was then put and a division taken 
with the following result. 


AYES. 


AtaMU, Samar Maiiaffstiaaifi. 

■arttn, Mr. H. 
tIrMy, Mm NSn'Mt Mr. L. 

OliaiiSliaH, Mm Man'SM WavMS Saiiaiiir 
SalyM Nawato All, Kkaii SaKaaiir. 
OSiM, Mr. M. N. ,, 

OliaiMMttry, Maahri Faffal KaHai. 

OalMii, Mr. 0, s. 

Oaastr, Mr. e. •. 

OrawlarM, Mr. T. 0. 

Mas, Ma OlMTS^OliaaSra. 

Mas, Masar Aaiar Mata. 
ttavM, Mr. 4 , C a a ptr. 

Sa, Mr. It. Q. 

MaaaM, aat Mairais Mr. s. 

Mr aaiaMa a , Mr. 4 , «. 

Matt, Mi\ M. 

IFarsaal, Raaa Maaaiar M. s. M. 
Nrtaatsr, Mr. 4 , Q»aisaiW. 



Moatssn, Mr. R. 0. 

Hspfcym, Mr. W. S. 

Lai Mahammsd, Haji. 

LindMy, Mr. J. H. 

MsAlpai, Mr. M. 0. 

MsKtnilf, Mr. 0. P. 

Mtaarly, Mr. A. N. 

Msrgaii, Mr. ft. 

NaxlMnaatm Mr. mania. 
PattMaaa, Mr. ft. ft, 

Pauia, Mr. d. V. 

Raamaa, Mr. A. P. 

May, MM Hm*Ms Maftaraja 
Ktaaaaisa oaanSr) sf Naila. 
May C ft a a saari, Mr. K. ft. 

Ray C aaaM iar l, Raja MawaiaMM 
t aw t asa . 

Mr. •• ** 2 " 

sa ai i iia Mr, 4. ** 

ata p Ht Mi, Mr. N. M 
Travwi, Mr. W. L. 
waiM, Mr. M ft^ 
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NOti. » 

imiiMrli, Mr, 

NMiy. MaAMj Mmmt tr 
I. Ift. » rMM m i i M. 


JUS 


IT. A. 


SSm 

iMiMMb Dr. M. i. 

• • 

The Ayes being- 42 and the Noes 11, the motion was carried,, 

N 

The amendi{ient having been carried the original motion ol 
IJr. H. *W. B. Moreno that the IHengal Pasture Bifl, 1926, as reported 
by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration, failed. 


The Bmgil Cittlt Bill, 1921. 

^ s 

Th* HM'bto Nmalr Sihadur tAIYlO NAWAB ALI ShAUO> 
HURIf Khan Bahadur: I beg* to present the Report of the Select 
Committee on the Bengal Cattle Bill, 1926, by Dr. H. W. B. Moreno. 

• • 

Dr. H« W. B. MORENO: I beg leave to move that the Bengal 
Cattle Bill, 192f, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into 
consideration. 

My position in this Council with regard to the Bill must certainly 
^^reinove from the minds of the members all t^prehensions of Hindu 
sentiments or anti-Muhammadan sentiments. 1 move the Bill on grounds 
of economy and on those greunds alone. I eliminate from consideration 
any such sentiment that has been referred to in the past or mi^it be 
referred to in the future. I do so, because the cattle of the land, aa 
admitted on all hands, is deteriorating. Not only it is admitted by the 
people of the province but the (Government have repeatedly expreised 
their feelings with regard to the condition of cattle. The llon’ble Nawab 
Bahadur in answer to one of the questions said in this Council that there 
w^as a steady deterioration of cattle in Bengal and, indeed, he has put in- 
to operatioaa series of reforms for the improvement of the breed of bulls 
and, I understand, at the Rangpur farm they are trying to bring out 
strong and healthy bulls that would be more congenial |o the climatic 
conditions of Bengal. Therefore, this is an admission that there is a 
steady deterioration of cattle and every attempt should be made to 
prevent the a<*celeration of the pace. Now, this Bill presents a very 
ready §ource*of supply. Why don’t, the Government do something 
in this direction? It cannot be denied that ^fore the time arrives for 
the Government t<f get a sufKcient number of bulls especidUy suited 
to Bengal, in the meanwhile there will be necessity of having source 
ol supply that could provide for the cattle in the province. It has 
been adntiUed that when .a cow is crossed hy a good ipedigreed bull, 
not only the male progeny becomes better draught entile, but the lemaie 
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progeny become (better milkerg. Therefore, tiiere is necessity of 

havi^ pedigreed JbnMs in sufficient :|^mber in the province. K©#, 
^hat has been done m tl& past to ffieet this?^ From the ^arly Vedic 
times it has been the custom amon^ Hindus at ceremonies, such as 
Stadhs, to dedicate good bulls for the interest of tbe^ country itself. 
These are set free and are allowed to roam about the land and are 
thereby a means of improving the cattle of the lan^ l^ow, by a 
decision of the Calcutta High Court the whale thing hf(e been negatived. 
The High Const has hebd that thesa Brahmini bull^ set free at such 
ceremonies belong tp no one ; they could be used for any purpose, they 
may be even slaughtered without anybody being called to account. I 
should like to draw the attention of my Hindu friends that at the 
present time there is no remedy if a Brahmini bull set at large is 
slaughtered. In some of the suburban municipalities these Brahmini 
bulls a^e cQiptured and yoked to scavenger carts and are made to do 
the work of dragging the wavenger cartsr-a more ignominious use 
they cannot be put to. « 

Now, Sir, a Bill of this kind will provide against that condition 
of things. It will help to protect suih bulls and will help also to the 
maintenance of such bulls. It will give power to district boards to 
keep such bulls and hire out their services to the cattle of the villages. 
Therefore, those district boards which have not got a sufficient number 
of pedigreed bulls will through this Bill be able to maintain these 
bulls which are now set at large and have their services utilized 
thereby improve the condition of the cattle of the country. When 
discussing this Bill in the committee stage I remember that one of the 
most'' acrimonious discussions centered round the destniction of the 
Brahmini bulls if it were found to be dangerous to human life. In 
the Bill itself there is a clause which provides that if a Brahmini bull 
happens to be dangerous to human life and not to property it may 
be destroyed by an Inspector of Police only after he has subjpitted a 
report of the occurrence to Government. The Hindu memWrs of the 
committee felt that it would be a very heinous crime to have to kill a 
Brahmini 'bull under any circumstances whatever. The Mubammadfim 
members of the committee felt — and I agree with their views — that 
there might be occasions when a bull might be actually dangerous to 
human life and ifnder these circumstances liberty should be given to 
some responsible officers to destroy the animal. Now that the Bill 
is before thei^ouncil, if there are any reasonable suggestions calculated 
to render innocuous such bulls and to keep them ap4ri, say, in a 
pound, I am willing to«iccept them provided they are practical, for I 
realise that in the Indian Penal Code there is a section (420F, I think) 
which pitividoa that when an animal is dangerons it may be destroyed, 
but H an aSilimal is destroyed which is not dangerous, the destroyer is 
held criminally liable. I will, therefore, rest on the pftitision laid 
down jn the Indian Penal Code and not press for a section el this kind 
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_ . ttt forward if it meets the sentiments of certain memhers of the. 

Oitiicil so that the Bill mayk defprevented ^m* being wiWked'elto- 
gather. My whole intention is |o give facilities along the line 
least resistance, to give facilities for the preservation of the valuable 
cattle which are Oow set at large and which are destroyed and scjme- 
times used for wrong purposes altogether. I trust, therelore, .that 
the members o^this CouncH, both Hindus and Muhammadans, will 
see the reason^blj^ness of my attitude. I am perfectly willing to 
ouj of my way to meet their Iseiftiments so Ibng as tUese sentiments, 
crystallise in some practical suggestion. My Muhammadan friends, 
will pleasea realise that there is*nothiiig in this Bill tending to [Hinder 
to the religious feelings of the Htndus but it is a Hill based entirely 
on economic grounds, and that it aims at the welfare of Muhammadans, 
as well as of Hindus in that the (‘attle of the land might preserved 
in order that the people of • the land may be preserved in thei> turn. 
We all realise that it is tft miserable* condition of the cattle which is 
causing serious deterioration in tfie healtli and vitality of the people.. 
I, therefore, appeal to the meto^e^s of the Council and, along with 
them, to the Government, to a(*cept the Bill, provide<l practical sug- 
gestions are put forward which may save the Bill from being entirely 
wrecked, in this Council. 


Mr. P. H. CUHA: I beg to move, by w^ay of amendment, that ths 
•^ill as reported by the Select Committee b<* recommitted to the Select 
(^jminittee, without limitation, with instiiictions to submit a fresh 
report for further consideration, quorum to be five. ^ 

Sir, I do not think that a more improper and more injudicious 
moment could have been selected for the enactment of a Jnw like this. 
The whole counti-y is aware that the tension of feelings that exists 
just now between the two communities is due mainly to two points 
and they are — music before mo8(|UPH and cow slaughter. In the Bill 
introduced by my friend, J3r. Moreno, the Select Committee have kept 
the provision of the destruction of the Brahraini hulls intact. I 
think it is a most dangerous weapon. The power that is proposed 
to he given to certain officiers to kill Brabmini hulls is really dangerous 
and is hound to raise communal feeling. Mischief-mtfikers aull always 
be at work to set up one against the other, the Hihdu against the^> 
Muhammadan and the Muhammadan against the Hindu. As I have- 
written in mytnote of dissent, we have Jieard a lot of ea^ in wbioh 
fighting took place between the Hindus and Muhammadans over the 
question of cow slaughter, but I have not yet heard of any ''over the- 
destruction of a Brabmini bull. The provision in this Bill may^ excite 
that fighting and that is what I fear. If 1 remember aright, all my 
Hindu colleagues in the Select Committee were of oppion ibai no^ 
reference to the Brabmini bull should be made, at least no relerence- 
io their destruction should find place in 4he Bill. The most pScuUa»r 
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tliiiig ia ihe BUl/ia that it provides for ike nkawtenaace of Braluaiiii 
balls oa ttte one |ta]fd and arranges {keir destruction on tke o^er, 
a more i|pposterous position could, not be ^ougkt of. <I tkink tke 
^inesent position of tke Bmkmini bulls is* quite all rigkt and no case 
kas been made out to meddle with it. ♦ , 

'4s regards tke other tkinge, tke stud-bull and ike breed of cattle, 
I think the provisions of tke Local Self-Govemme^^ and Municipal 
Acts are sufficient to be utilised in this direction. Therefore 1 hold 
that this Bill ^ is 'not necessary. At I' have said in connection lytk 
tke Pasture Bill, Ldo not like to knock tke whole thing down, because 
I am not opposed to the principle o¥ tke Bill and I went to give 
Br. Moreno another chance of passing this Bill through the Council, 
if his constituents would permit him to do so. 1, therefore, suggest 
that the l|ill should be recommitted to the Select Committee. I have 
nothin;; more to add and I hope that thisr contentious Bill will not be 
allowed to be proceeded with af the present moment. 

t f 

Sartfar MAHAFEZUDDIN AHHEBs This Bill as it stands is a 
mere apology for good sense. If the mover apprehends the extinction 
of Brahmini bulls I can say with authority that there is no reasonable 
cause for such apprehension. And if he aims at preserving the 
sanctity of such bulls, I think no case has arisen, demanding the 
legislature to lend its support towards such preservation at this in- 
opportune moment. '' ^ 

If the mover thinks of improving the condition of cattle in the 
prov'nce, the idea is, no doubt, laudable, for cure of dumb animuls is 
one of the main factors of national progr(*ss ; but the measure proposed, 
I can say cCiifidently, will be least helpful towards achieving that end. 
If he thinks that bulls have become scarce in Bengal, he is hopelessly 
mistaken. Those that live beyond Calcutta, will. I am sur^ testify 
to my assertion that owners of cows have no difficulty in getting them 
covered, owing to supposed w’ant of bulls. What the province needs 
is a race' of good bulls that by pamdox are called “ milkers.^’ These 
will improve the progeny and the milk-yielding capacity in the cows. 
By compelling local bodies to maintain bulls and indiscriminate cover- 
ing of cows, will no way help to better the condition of cattle in 
Bengal. To achieve that end it needs careful selection of " milker 
bulls by experts and maintenance of only such! bulls in large number 
throughout the province. But the c(»st will be enormous. 

It may be said here that in the eighteenth century the condition of 
cattle in England was much inferior to Bengal both in average weight 
and milk-yielding capacity. But the Governmeni of that country had 
by years of laborious research, active co-operation with farmers and 
by lending aiud-bulls to them at premium so improved tk» condition 
of ca^la in tbii country that they are probably now the beet in tke 
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of the world; whereat ly| centuries jpf nlgrl*?t and* the IR^lt of 
knowledge, tke <yialit 3 | of cattle m Bengal baa deteriorate 
to i deplorable plight, and unleas the Government of this country like* • 
uriae are prepared to pay handsomely towards the cost of procuring 
bulk and lend the services of experts for the scientific sclet'tjpn of 
bulk, it is bcugnd the capacity of local bodies or private intlividunk, 
to select them^ ^ieiitificallv* or meet the expense of procuring such 
bglk. • • 

The Bill, as it is presented, does not in the fteast make provision 
for these %iethods and expenditure, and I am afraid the Government are 
not yet prepared to act on the li^es suggested by me, and so the Bill* 
should in my opinion be dropped. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I have very little to say in 9eply to 
what the critics of the Biff have said*except this, that Mr. Guha spoke 
about cow slaughter being the* burning question of the day. I 
credited Mr. Guha with more nii>-4)-date knowledge with the facilities 
that he has at his elbows, and I {eel he has shown some slight error in 
knowledge when he spoke of Ihe cow slaughter being the burning 
question of the tlay. I think the burning question of the day is the 
eternal question of music before mosciues. However. I appreciate his 
very sympathetic attitude towards me when he desires that this Bill 
■should be laid before the next Council and not to strangle it in a rude 
and unmannerly fashion. Whichever it is, I realize what the conse- 
quences will be. ^ 

With regard to the destruction of bulk which are dangerous to 
human life Mr. Guha attempts to say that I attempted jIo take away 
with my left hand what my right hand gave. It is not so. If he 
studied the provision for the destruction of Brahmiui bulls he will 
see thaf it is only those bulls to l)e killed that actually attempt 
to destroy human life. Mr. Guha, I am sure, has not yet been chased 
by an infuriated bull eeross the meadow, when probably.be would 
have to clear one or two fences in very good time. If he had this 
experience he would desire the destruction not only of that bull but of 
every other similar kind of bull in the land. I do not^wish to enter into 
those points which are irrelevant to the question at issue, but I so say 
this, that I do not quite realise what is the attitude of Government with 
regard to the ^BBI. I have had no opportunity of heann'f^ the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Bill. But if the attitude of Government is 
that the Bill should^ not be accepted, I am afraid I shall havt^ no other 
course than to accept Mr. Guhak charitable request to kne rather than 
court defeat in this rump of a Council that we have here sitting. 

THt NmmB MMBnr MfYID NAWAB Atl 0HAUDHURf« 
KiMHi.Baiiatfirr As Memher in charge the Bill in the Seleot Com* 
nittee I have already appended a mini^ of dissent to the principle 
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of tkeBill Hi it hB|ei*ierg^ from Committee, aad I would 

aow most e|nphatically oppose it on behalf , of Government. My 
reasons for opposing it are mainly two-foM. In the first place, th® 
Bill is unnecessary, and sec*ondly it is positively mischievous in view 
of the*j)resent circumstances of the country. 

. I would first try to show that the Bill ^is quite unpdCToessary. The 

two-lold objects of the Bill are — , i r 

• * ^ • • 

(1) to protect Brahmini bulls in the interest of breeding; and * 

(2) to impose upon local authorities^ an obligation to maintain a 

, specified number of stud-bdlls. 

So far as Brahmini bulls are concerned, their number is so few and 
they ar^so *useless for breeding purposes yiat it is not worth while 
taking up legislation for protecting them in •the interest of breeding. 

As I pointed out in my speech in the Council last month, it is note- 
worthy that in any scheme for the impr<tV’ement of the breed of cattle 
a careful selection of stud-bulls of good pedigree is the first ^essential ; 
and, in fact, i't is now held by the experts that a good milking strain 
is prepotent in the sire. It is therefore quite evident* that Brahmini 
bulls, however useful they might have been in the past, are no longer 

of any great importance for breeding purposes. 

« 

Next, ’with regard to the obligation to he imposed on local authori- 
ties to maintain a minimum number of stud-bulls; it seems doubtful 
wheth#; it would be advisable to place on union boardV^, which are in 
their infancy, any statutory obligation of a hard-and-fast nature in 
regard to the ^maintenance of stud-bulls, as these bcKlies already find 
themselves hard put to it to discharge the manifold duties imposett on 
them by the Village Self-Government Act. 

As I have mentioned in my minute of dissent, Sir, under the present 
law, local authorities have ample jiower to maintain stud-bulls, and 
GoverumentV taking power to prescribe a minimum number of stud- 
bulls which the local authorities should be required to maintain would 
be an und*ue inferfejence w ith their discretion. 

With regard to the mischievous nature of the Bill, it is only neces- 
sary to glance at the minutes of dissent recorded by the various non- 
official members which show as extraordinary divergen<% of opinion 
on communal lines. The Bill was originally drawn up by Dr. Moreno 
two years kgo when the communal atmosphere in the country was free 
from any severe tension. Even at that time, however, it was appre- 
hended that certain provisions of the Bill might lead to feelings of 
tteligioua animality between difierent sections of the pec^lh of the 
province. At the present time, however, the enactment ol aaqh a pro- 
vision as contemplated by claul^ 4 of the Bill, nay, even the discussion 
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ol^lLh prorisiotts, would’ be unfortondt* in tSb best interest of 
thft It would, ^act, provide a veritable apple bf discord* 

wb^i would 8er\^e as a fresh and fruitful source of bitterness nullify* 
ing w work ofV*»<^®Iul settlement which has been in progress duaing 
the last few weeks. 

t do not thi^, Sir, thais it is nei'essary for me to say anything 
more on this pdinf as I believe that the memhfrs of thsi Council of all 
shelves of political opinion are convinced of the s<y'iously contentious 
nature of the provision of olaute 4 and of the extreme undesirability 
of having such a measure placed ^n the Statute Book in the present 
state of communal feelings and I would therefore appeal to the Council 
not to proceed further with the consideration of an enactment which is 
as unnecessary as it is objectionable. ^ 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has been brought to my notice that Dr. 
Moreno in referring to this Council in his .‘Speech used the words 
“ rump of a Council.” I consider that to be a reflection on this 
Houne^and*! shall be obliged if he will kindly withdraw it. 

• 

Dr. H. W. B. MDRENO: Certainly: I withdraw it. 

The motion of Mr, P. N. Guha was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. H. W. B, Moreno that the Bengal Cattle Bill, 
1926, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration 
was then put and lost. 

[The Council then adjourned for ten minutes.] 


(After the adjournment.) 

The Wagering Ateoolationi BiH, 1B2B. 

BilNi DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Sir, after I sent notice of this 
motion I have had a talk with the Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald, evho advised 
me not move this motion in view of the fact that the tk>uncii is going 
to be dissolved and on the dissolution of the Council any Select Com- 
mittee that may be appointed will cease to exist. This Bill relates to 
a very important matter and in the circubistances I would prefer not 
to move this motion. . 

The following motion was called hut not moved : — 

Bita D|^l PROBAD KHAITAN to move that th^ Wagering 
Associations Bill, 1926, be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of the Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald, Mr. M. (7. McAlpin, Ur. If C. 
Patterson, Mr. H. B. Wilson, Mr. R. H. Qhild, Rai 3ftdridaa Op^ka 
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Bah^fiur, ^ai Al^nalfa Cj/iaudra BafiiAjae Bakadur, Baku Amu^a 
phone Addy» Mr. D. J. Cohen, Mr. N.^Ouha, Baku Jafendra .Katk 
Baau, Mr. Tarit Bhusaii R 03 % and* the movV, with instructions to sub- 
mit their report us soon as possible and that the nukiber of members 
whos^ presence shall he neres»atv to constitute a quorum shall be five. 


The Bengal Fish Fry Preservation Bill, 192& 

The following motion was called Ifut not moved : — 

BHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ to move, under the proviso to 
Standing Cfrder 6 (2), that the Bengal Fishery Preservation Bill, 1925, 
be continued. •' •’ 

The following motion failed: — 

i. 

If motion No. 19 be carried, ali^^) to move that the said Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’lle Nawab 
Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, Khan Bahadur 
Kazi Zahirul Haci, Maulvi Tayebuddin Ahmed, Maulvi Sayyed Sultan 
Ali, Maulvi Fazlal Karim Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. 
FarcKiui and the ino\er, with instructions to submit their report as^ 
soon as possible and that the number of members whose presence shall 
be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be three. 


The Bengal Village SaH-Covernmant (Amandmant) Bill, 192$. 

SHAH SrED EMDADUL HAQ moved that under the proviso to 
Standing Ord'er 0 (2), the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1925, be continued. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

t. 

SHAH SYEd" EMDADUL HAQ moved that the Bill be taken into 
consideration. He spoke in vernacular. The English translation of 
his speech isi^as follows : — 

Sir, the Government maintain that by the Village Self-Oovemment 
Act they have given us self-government. But we find that in reality 
the power and control lie in the hands of the executive authorities of 
the district. Hence it has been proposed in the Bill to dispense with 
the nottinatioas and to delete the name of the District Magistrnte» whete- 
ever occurs and to substitute therefor the name* * District Board ’ 
and to transfer the control axM authority to it. 
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^Similarly to give relief to the pJor Tillage peo^e who are labouL 
the burden of tax^ ^ ^las been proposid Jo ameflid Uie*eMAt« 
ii^^Iause. providing f<^r the im^sition of a penalty of 8, annaa ^ 
tli ?vent of their making •defaiflt to pay the taxes and to substitute , 
therefor a fine pi 1 anna only. The Bill also makes provision for pro^ 
vidin^ grazing lands, education, sanitation, hakimi and kaviraji freat* 
ment, etc. It^so proposes to give the right of voting to th*ose per*^ 
eons who pay t^es of 8 andas instead of Re. 1 as provided now. The 
villagers have* to meeif the salaries, costs af clothing, etc., of the 
cffaukidars so the latter should be re8pon.sible to the Union Board and 
would be controlled by it and rfet to and by the police. 

Under the present rules manjP rich zamindars who have large pro*** 
parties situated within the Union cannot be taxed as they have no per- 
manent cutcherry there. So to remedy this defect, but |t the same 
time making adequate safe^aids that they might not be taxed fnneces- 
sarily and unjustly, it has* been intro^ucjd. 

The funds of the District Boards are made up by the money received 
from the Union Boards. But* i4 ts a matter of regret that in many 
cases the JLTnion Boards do not receive any money from the District 
Boards even for the most useful purposes. Therefore it has been 
sought to make it obligatory on the part of the District Boards to 
supply money to the needy Union Boards to cany on works which are 
conducive to the welfare of the villages. ^ 

A Bill almost similar to this was introduced in 1923 and most of 
the District Boards gave their opinion in favour of that. But when^ 
the motion to refer the matter to a Selec't Committee came up fdf con- 
sideration, some Muhammadan members objected to the power and 
control being transferred from the Magistrate to the *hands of the 
Chairman of the District Board on the ground that most of the Chair- 
men were Hindus and it was lost. So in this Bill avoiding the word 
‘ Chairman '' the word ‘ District Board ’ has been used. We are not 
aware what i.s the intention of Government. They are not moving any 
amendment, but are often putting obstacles to the non-official Bills 
on various pretexts. I have done my duty in briefly stating the object 

for bringing this motion and now let the Council decide^ the matter. 

• 

BsIhi AMULYA DHONE AODY: I do not like to move the amend- 
ment which stands in my name, but I oppose the Bill. Sir, no Bill 
should be taken into consideration unless and until public bodies are 
consulted in the matter. It appears that union boards are vitally 
interested in the question under discussion and, therefore,* this Bill 
should on no account be taken into consideration unless and uiwtil their 
opinion is obtained on the subject. Sir, I have gone through the 
provisioiii Af the Bill most carefully and I find almost aail the clauses • 
of the Bill are highly objectionaWe. Under clause 4, it is proposed 
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4at if a peraon j/kjn one Apee tax, even 20 years ago, he woi^ 
he eptitledr to rote. ^ Then under thaj clause it is alsv proposw^o 
lower the franchise from^- one rupee pef annum to annas eighypei 
%nnuin. Sir, I need hardly say here that^thef lower the franchicTe the 
greater is the corruption. It is proposed to tax owners of estate as well 
as of tenure-holders; while under the Act itself, it is'cniy the owners 
and 'occupiers of buildings who can be taxed. Then, Sir, under sec- 
tion 38 of the Act — I mean the Village Self-Governm^t Act — there is 
a limit of taxation and the maximuyi is Rs. 84 ff>r ^v\?ry person, but 
it is now proimsed to reduce it to Rs. 40 per annum. We all know 
that under the Calf^utta Municipal Aci,, there is no limit of taxation 
It depends entirely and solely on valuation. If you limit t&ation, the 
result will be that the poor people will suffer the most. Under sec- 
tion 41 of this Act if a j)er8on fails in the payment of tax he shall have 
to pay a pfmalty of annas eight per rupee. My friend proposes that, 
under Clause 16, the penalty i^ay be recTyced to only one anna per 
rupee. Sir, if this change ifi given .effect to, the result will be disas- 
trous. Union boards would not be able to collect taxes and consequently 
they will not be able to discharge their duties properly. 


Mr, P, H, CUHA: Sir, I do not like to move thy amendment that 
stands in my name. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

BMlu AMULYA DHONE ADDY to move, by way of amendment, 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
withir one month from the IGth August, 1920. 


Mr. P. N. GUHA to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon within two 
months from the IGth August, 1926. 


Th» Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia*! Sir, while sympathising with Shall Syed Emdadul Haq 
I regret that I must oppose the motion to take this Bill into considera- 
tion. We have quite recently had a Selei't Committee considering 
another Bill *for ^he amendment of the Village Self-Government Act 
and their report has already been considered by this House. I am sure 
many members of the Legislative Council will agree that piecemeal 
amendments %f an important Statute like the Village Sidf-Gkivemment 
Act are not advisable and I would go so far as to add that if any wide 
changes are required in a law of this kind, it is desirable that pressure 
should^ be brought on Government to initiate legislation rather than 
initiative should be taken by private members. It cannot be urged 
that any of t^e proposals contained in Shah Syed Emdadul Maq’s Bill 
are matters of urjency, and having regard to the fact that the Village 
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^jl^-Chtventment Act has been in oiwration tor onl^a tew ^ears, I think 
iPIs premature to make ^portent ^aules^for the traifsf^ of 
fiom tbe local, officers to local bodies which certa^ clauses^! 
tfce^ill propose. I do ndt proj^se at this stage to deal with the Bill 
ik detail, but^ ^ must refer to certain matters with which it deals in 
order to show that many of the amendments are quite unne<jpesary, 
while others ^1 in far too summary a manner with the principles oq 
which the Act is based. .Is regards the first kind of amendment it is 
surely unnecessary* to /Provide bf Statute that tlie ^e^ident of a union 
Board shall be given an opportunity of making an explanation before 
he is diynissed from bis ap[Aintment. Every one is aware that even 
the humolest servant of Government is given every opportunity o£ 
explaining away the charges made against him before an order of 
punishment is finally passed, and on the face of it it seems absurd to 
make definite provision fqr such a procedure in the Stafute^ Again, 
what immediate necessit\^is there fcf fixing a shorter or longer period 
than the Act provides for carrj^ng out* orders ivssued by an authority 
under the Act? The precise i|)eriod which meets the case is largely a 
matter of opinion and every on^ Iciiows that a liberal interpretation is 
usually fdlowed in such cases and there can be no justification for 
piecemeal amendments of an important Act in trifling matters of this 
kind. Take again clause 11 of the Act which would authorise union 
boards to place medical practitioners of the indigenous systems — Unani 
or Ayurvedic — in charge of dispensaries. The* phraseology of the Act 
is already sufficiently wide so as to leave the union l)oard with ample 
discretion in this matter and the proposed amendment is absolutely 
unnecessary for achieving the object desired by the author of tiffs Bill. 

As regards the other class of amendments — I meaq those which 
involve some considerable change in the principles on which our present 
system of village self-government is based — I am referring to (dause 3 
which proposed to have the appointment of members of the union board 
made by the district board rather than by the District Magistrate. Such 
aj)pointments must be made by a person who has considerable local 
knowledge and the District Magistrate obviously must rely very largely 
on his Circle Officer’s report in deciding which villagers should be 
selected to serve on the union boards. There may ^ jfcveral hundred 
such boards in a district and it is obviously imimssible for the district 
board to have any intimate knowledge of the qualifications of the rival 
candidates. They, like the District Magistrate, would hare to rely very 
largely on the reports of the Circle Officers and a committee such as the 
district board is not the best agency for selecting aifood lo<»l 

representatives in the different unions. As a matter of fact the District 
Magistrate already under the orders of Government always •consults 
Chairmen of the District boards in making these appointiawaU and no^ 
further dhange in that system seems to be justified. ¥*tnally, I mty* 
refer, to clause 16 of the Bill which would give the District Magiitrate 
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and the Chairman tjte district *»oard co-ordinate powers 
ihe.A 9 m»smmi of tko#iiiion rate. O^ipnsly this clash of authority/® . 
bound to prove unworkable. * * ^ 

, ^ In the Asult the Bill seems to me lo be Imnecessaryi ill-advisecf and 
badly thought out, and I feel sure that the Council wiR yefnse to waste 
its tnne in considering a measure of this kind. 

. The motion of Shah Syed Emdadul Ha^ that the be taken ipto 
consideration was then put and lost. 


Tha Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Billp 182t^ 

« 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: I begr to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923. 

The motion was put and agreed to. Ti»i Secretary then read the ' 
title of the Bill. • • 

Or. A. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 beg tb^iove that the Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill, 192C, be taken into consideration. • 

In moving this motion I desire to point out to the House that the 
main object of the Bill is to restore what may be called the status ^juo 
ante, I wish to remind the House that in 1923 Garden Reach and 
Cossipore-Chitpore formed two independent municipalities, that in 1923 
public opinion was strongly against the inclusion of Cossipore-Chitpore 
nd Garden Reach areas within Calcutta, and that in 1923 the motior 
for tffe inclusion of these two areas within Calcutta was ( arried by the 
very narrowest of majority in the teeth of opposition and against the 
recommendation of the Special Committee appointed by Government 
for the purpose. As a matter of fact, it was by a majority of one vote 
only, if I am not mistaken, that the motion for the inclusion of Cossi- 
pore-Chitpore within Calcutta was carried, and that was also due to 
a curious mistake. Babu Surendra Nath Ray after delivering a strong 
speech ag&inst the inclusion of Cossipore-Chitpore within Calcutta went 
into the wrong lobby and voted for its inclusion. I think that fact is 
recorded in tjbe proi'eediiigs. If the ease against the inclusion of 
Cossipore-Chitpor# and Garden Reach areas within Calcutta was strong 
in 1923, it has become stronger in 1926. Three years’ experience has 
brought wis(^ni to the authorities of the Calcutta Corporation, who 
were then anxious to extend bounds of their new dinpire but are 
now willing to exclude these areas, and so far as the rate-payers of 
these added areas are concerned, they are groaning under heavy' taxa- 
tion fo 5 the privilege of being included within Calcutta. They have 
to pay the taxes of Chowringhee, while they enjoy the amenities of 
• Timbuctoo. lihe jimalgamation of these two areas has not been of 
advantage either ^ old Calcutta or the inhabitants of the added areas. 
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y %|t'iny fmnd, Rai Sarendumatli jy ko kftd irivfti 

|a of introducmg a Bill in thedaat session of^k^ Council to exclude 
j|)ore*^itpore from Cd^utta, is preseiA kere fo-day, and I*al|Mi 
fiaSi^at tke reprjBsentiftivei of ^ossipore-Ckitpore and GaiMen Read 
arliMl are present kere. I tkerefore do not wisk to inflict a lengtky * 
speopk. I leave it to them to support or oppose my Bill. I *only 
submit tkd^ Bill for tke consideration of tke House. 


'Mha- AMp^YA DHOtlE AOOY: 


I begr to move, by way ol* 
amendment, t£af tRe Calcutta 3k!^inicipal (Amendmftnta Bill, 1926, be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion therepn within one month 
from tke flflth August, 1926. • 


I fully sympathise with the residents and rate-payers of Cossipoi^e* 
and, Garden Reach. When the Calcutta Municipal Bill, which has 
been enacted' into the present Calcutta Municipal Act, wa^ under eon- 
. eideration of this Council y» I was dead against the amalganuition of 
Cosftipore, Garden Reach* and Manittala with Calcutta. So far as 
(-ossipore i^ concerned, I definitely remember that Government was 
strongly opposed to its amalgamation with Calcutta, and the Boundary 
Committee^ which was appointecf by Government and which was pre- 
sided over by the Hon’ble Mr. S. R. Das, expressed the opinion that 
Cosispore should* not be amalgamated with Calcutta ; and I also dis- 
tinctly remember what the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea stated 
at the time. He stated that the sanitary condition of Cossipore was 
lietter than that of Calcutta, and therefore thefe was no necessity for 
the amalgamation of Cossipore with Calcutta. But I move this 
amendment so that we may have public opinion in this matter. It 
is proposed in the Bill to exclude Cossipore and Garden Reafh and ' 
not Maiiiktala. If it is desirable to exclude the newlv-added areas 
from Calcutta, then why not exclude Maniktala ns well? I entirely 
agree with the mover of the Bill that the taxation on the rate-payers 
of the added areas is prohibitive, but at the same time I must say that 
circumstances have materially changed since the amalgamation of these 
areas with Calcutta. The Calcutta Corporation have just sanctioned 
a scheme for the drainage of the whole of Calcutta including these 
areas at a. cost of Rs. 1,70,00,000. Their estimate for the improvement 
of the supply of filtered water in the town proper waa Rs. 2 crores, 
but I am informed that they havrf increased the estiiflate to Hs. 3 crores 
simply with a view to give additional supply of filtered water tt) the 
newly-added areas, namely, Cossipore. Maniktala and f^rden Reach. 
Therefore, un^er the circumstances I fafi to see what . I should do unless 
and until I am favo.ured with public opinion. I admit that the Council 
will be at an end after a few days, but the new Council may take 
this fact into consideration and come to a definite conclusion after 
ascertaining the views not only of the residents of the localities affected, 
but also^of the public at large and especially tke 6orporatilNi of • 
Calcutta. * 
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* IM HABiNgRANATri CHAUOHURIi I rise to S!]p{>ort 
inptipn that has be^ moved hy Suhrawaidy, that the Calo 
Municipal (Amefcdment)* Bill ^ taken* into consideratipn. I a^u- 
•gratulate *Dr. Suhrawardy Uiat his IBill has received ready ad^sion 
at the hands of the Ijefrislative Department which waj responsible for 
bloeking the way to the intrpduction of a similar Bill for dt least 
four* months. Now that Dr. Suhrawardy has got an opportunity of 
introducing this Bill, I think the members of thir Council will be 
justified to reipedy one^of their paat mistakes. aSii^, I think the old 
members of this Council will remember clearly under what circumstaifbes 
the added areas of Cossipore-Chitpore nsid Garden Beach we^e included 
within the ambit of the Calcutyi Corporation. Mr. Addy has 
reminded us that the Amalgamation Committee was opposed to the 
idea of including Cossipore-Chitpore in Calcutta. That was the idea 
of the then Ministry of Local Self-Government and Sir Surendra Nath 
BanerjSa himself w'as opposed to the idea of the amalgamation. 
Strangely enough, his party went etv hJov into the other lobby, and to 
the misfortune of the people of Cossipore-Chitpore, the area was 
included within Calcutta. It is, no* doubt, a good sign of the times 
that many of those who voted for the inclusion now acknowledge their 
mistake and are now prepared to support a Bill fou the exclusion of 
Cossipore-Chitpore and Garden Reach from Calcutta. Now, Sir, there 
can possibly be no objection to such a measure when the people of 
Cossipore-Chitpore an^ the added areas really desire exclusion from 
Calcutta. It is widely known that the people of the added areas were 
opposed to the inclusion of these areas, and are still opposed to it. 
It is^lso widely known that they have not substantially been benefited 
by their inclusion in Calcutta during the last two or three years. I 
do not know* what objection, if any, Government is going lo take to 
thi.s measure; but I think Government will not be justified in throw- 
ing it out on any such score that the Bill is going to be introduced at 
the fag-end of the life of the present Council and Government have not’ 
bad sufticient time to consider the effects of the Bill. A similar Bill 
was befofe Government for at least three months — it may not have 
bwn under the scrutiny of the very department over which the Hon’ble 
Maharaja BaJ^adur presides, but still it was within the cogniiance of 
the Government, • When in November last I sent notice of my inten- 
tion of introducing such a measure with regard to Cossipore-Chitpore, 
the first objection that was raised hy the liegislative Department 

Urt PREilDENTs Order,* order. Will you kindly refer to the 
•ubject-n^atter now under discussion? • 

M, HAREHDRANATH CHAUDHURIS May I not he pennit- 


Mr. RREill»9NTt I do not think it would be quiti proper itff 
you refer to ihything else except the subject under discussion. 
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referring to the matter?. 


PRlSIDiMTS* iRthinkI any reference to what* took pla*he 

bet«re^^ meml>er and the Legislative Department in connection with 
the present matter is entirely out of ojder. I would ask you to refrain 
from referrin^to it. 


Rai HAITEAdRANATH CUAUDHURU I h(iw*to your ruling, 
Sir. With your perniission I might explain t|^e relevance of the 
referenc^. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry I cannot enter into a discussion on 
the point of order I have given. 


Rai HARENORANAYH CHAI/bHyRI: However, the point is 
that Government will not be justified miw to say that the Bill has 
been brought forward at the faij-end of the life of the present Council 
and that Government have not had sufficient time to consider the effects 
of such a Bill. In some way or other the Bill was before the Govern- 
ment and that for a long time — and that is my point. 

Then, Babu Amulya Dhone Addy has brought forward a motion 
for the circulation of the Bill. Mr. Addy ha§ admitted that he was 
all along opposed to the inclusion of the added areas in Calcutta. He 
has admitted that the people of those places have not been sufficiently 
benefited by their inclusion in Calcutta. He has also admitted that 
he knows that the people of the added areas were and are opposed to 
their inclusion in Calcutta : and yet he says that the Bf!i ought to be 
circulated for eliciting public opinion. I think if that motion he 
canied, it would be the best way of defeating this Bill and shelving 
it at least for some time to come. I w»)uld, therefore, request the 
Council not to admit Mr. Addy’s motion. If they are really inclined 
to remedy their past mistake, if they really sympathise with* the people 
of those places in their distress consequent upon suddenly increased 
and heavy taxation, then I would request the members of this Council 
not to accept Mr. Addy’s m(»tion, but to give their»whole-hearted sup- 
port to Dr, Suhrewardy’s Bill. 


Mr, P. Ht GUHA: I want to mak# it clear that when I tabled my 
amendment, my intention was that no Bill should be rushed through 
in one sitting of tSe Ijegis}ative Council, but since then I have ascer- 
tained that the people concerned, i.c., the people living in the areas 
which comprised the old Cosstpore-Ohitpore and the Oai^dan Reach 
mumci pM i m t are themselves willing to be separated * from Oakmtta* 
«nd the members of the Bengal Legislative Council who ar^ in the 
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cSJcotta Coribratiln, are also r» faroar of this change. It is 
th€#e ♦reasons that I no wish to yiove my amendment. I did 
meah to shehe the Bill adopting obstructive tactics. I make^ 
Itatement \o make the position of tl^e Liheraf party, of which 
the Secretary, clear. 


Mr. >IAHBUBUL HUQ: Sir, the mover of this uiii, my esteemed 
♦friend, Br. A. Suhrawardy, has invited to express, our opinion, on 
the desirability of excluding Cossipore-Chitpore^and Q^^rden Reach from 
the ambit of the Calcutta Corporation and I readily accept that invi^- 
tion. My friend, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri, has already pointed 
out the injustice done to the inhabitanis of Cos8ipore-Chitp.,re by in- 
‘ eluding that place within the Calcutta Corporation, and I do not wish 
to take up your time by dilating on that particular aspect of the 
question, regards Garden Reach, where many of my constituents 
live, IC^nay say that the rate-payers of that place are smarting under 
a sense of great injustice done to them. Tlfis step on the part of the 
old legislature was taken in opposition to the united wishes of the rate- 
payers of that place. Meeting after meeting before and after the pass- 
ing of the Act was held protesting against its inclusion within the 
Calcutta Municipality. The rate-payers there are proverbiuiry poor and 
cannot pay the high rate of taxation which wa.s inevitably due on 
account of its inclusion in Calcutta. The area of Garden Reach is 
in a very undeveloped state and three-fourths of that area consist mostly 
of jungles, ponds, bogs and paddy fields. I cannot conceive bow such 
an undeveloped area came to be amalgamated with Calcutta. If it 
was the idea that by incorporating this place within Calcutta the 
Cnlcu^ila Corporation would get additional taxes, I think that hope has 
been dashed ,to the ground : on the contrary the Corporation has been 
spending lakhs and lakhs of rupees over this area, and the results are 
not yet forthcoming : it will take long, long ^ears to reap the benefit 
of this large expenditure. If it was the intention of the legislature 
that no additional taxation should be imposed on the rate-payers for 
some years, then I think the area of Garden Reach should now be 
promptly excluded fitun Calcutta, Besides, the rate-payers of Garden 
Reach cannot enjoy for many years to come those amenities which the 
rate-payers of* Calcutta enjoy. The Commissioners of the old Garden 
Reach Municipality did their level best to improve the condition of 
the place as far as possible. When the Calcutta Municipal Bill was 
on the anvil ^vf the legislature, it was the intention of the late lamented 
Sir Surendra Nath Ranerjea to exclude Garden Reach Irom Calcutta, 
but Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, the then Chairman of the Corpora- 
tion, expressed the opinion that such a place, which was not at all 
sanitary, should not be allowed to exist near about Calcutta. If that 
was the case and if the rate-payers of Garden Reach who are called 
upon to pay hsci^sed rates of taxes cannot enjoy the facilities which 
pepple of Calcutta enjoy, then it must be admitted that a great 
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has been done to ^beni. The poj^ulatlon^ of OArden Eaach 
ari^|^tly*Muhammad^s who are tailors by profefssion aij^ they 
friwnnittd to mouth, and * if tlifey are called upon to pay increasea , 
rale# of fifes a* 60 per cent, or 100 per cent., their hardship can better 
be imagined than described. I, therefore, commend the Bill td the 
honourable members for acceptance so that it may be passed within^ 
the life-time of ^he present Council. 


Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sir, the constitution of a muni- 
cipality IS meant to benefit the aiija over which the municipality has 
control. Let us consider as to what has been the effect of the inclusion* 
of these outlying municipalities within the bounds of the Corporation 
of Calcutta. One of the effects has been that the taxes have ^ne up 
considerably. The rate-j^yers of tl^se municipalities have*to pay 
much heavier taxes than they had to pay when they had a separate 
existence of their own. As regards other conveniences of municipal 
life like the opening out of undeveloped areas, the improvement of 
roads, thedaying of sewerage system, the impi'ovenient of water-supply, 
these areas remain almost exactly in the same condition in which they 
were three years ago, and it is not known as to when they will come 
up to the level of the Calcutta municipal area proper. But in the 
meantime they will have to pay taxes at the very high rate to which 
they have been asso.ssed after their inclusion within the Calcutta Muni- 
cipality. There was expectation when the proposal was first made foi 
the inclusion of these areas thaf much greater attention than hasj^ither- 
to been given to these areas would be given them after their inclusion 
in Calcutta. But as frequently happens the result of the inclusion of 
these areas has been the over-centralisation of municipal administra- 
tion and the outlying areas have been neglected. The proper remedy 
probably would have been to constitute these outlying areas into 
separate boroughs having their own taxation and looking after their 
own needs, but combined in a central administration whi^h had its 
main sewerage system, main lighting system, main drainage system, 
and some othcj central systems, and the expenses of those systems and 
of the central body might have been met by contriybutibns from these 
smaller boroughs or municipalities. That is the real solution; other- 
wise, it is a great hardship on the people who liv-u under conditions 
which are ex^dingly backward. Mr. Mahbubul Huq Ws pointed out 
that a great part of Garden Reach consisU of ponds and large areas 
are without any reads and without any sewers. The sam# may be 
said of Cosiipore*Chitpore. Why then should these people pay rates 
on the same ^sis and on the same scale as the people wW live in the 
most bighlji^ developed parts of Calcutta f To thus force them for 
yean an(f yean to pay higher rates, without any benefit l^iiig conferred * 
on th^m, would be an act of injustice. When the proposal was made 
three yean ago, I was inclined to think t^t the Corporation Calcutta 
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would pay greater cttefition than hae given to the areas that 
geing to her united with them. But these expectations havi* notj^n 
justified. I support the motion of ifr. Sunrawardy. 

^0 / 

BAu D€BI PR08A0 KHAI7AN: I am rather surprised that" this 
Bill has *been introduced in this Council ^at the fag-^d of its life. 
Dr. Suhruwardy now proposes that the municipalities or rather the 
areas which uned^ to'be within the municipalities of' Cossipore-Chitpore 
on the one hand an^ Garden Reach on the other — north pole to the 
south pole — should be taken away fro<^i the Calcutta Cor^ration. 
When the proposal to include theset suburban municipalities within 
the Calcutta Corporation was first mooted, the question as to whether 
immediate steps could be taken for the development of those parts was 
fully conjfideted. It wag well known at that ,ver>^ time to the members 
of this House that it w’ould not be possible for the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion immediately to take into hhnds steps to confer on the people living 
in those areas the same amenities of life»which were conferred on the 
people of Calcutta living within the Calcutta Corporation. 

There can be no doubt whatsoever that the Corporation of Calcutta 
has been able to render the people within its jurisdiction much better 
amenities of life than the Municipality of Coesipore-Chitpore on the 
one hand and that of Garden Reach on the other could confer on the 
inhabitants of those lotalities. There is no ground whatsoever that 
these people should be impatient. If it be said that simply because 
the Coloration of Calcutta has not been able up till now within three 
years of its taking up the added areas to render amenities which are 
available to thf people of Calcutta it may as well be said that several 
parts under the Calcutta CoiTroration should be removed from its 
jurisdiction because places like Burrabazar and other areas under the 
Calcutta Corporation do not enjoy the same amenities as the people 
living south of Park Street enjoy. That argument cannot hobt good 
at all. WI|at<^s to be done? We should devise ways and means by 
which Calcutta can be extended in order that poorer people who can- 
not pay high rents in Calcutta could be shifted to outlying tracts which 
may be extendi apd widened* after these places have been properly 
developed. The Calcutta Improvement Trust, I understand, is going 
to do something for the improvement of the Cossipore-Chitpore area, 
and it is in th#? fitness of things that when the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust is going to improve that locality it is desirable that this area 
should remain within the Corporation of Calcutta, aud as time passes, 
there can .be no dtoubt that the Corporation frill be able to spend a 
larger amount of funds for the improvement of those localities than, it 
has hitherto beeja able to do. Now, unless the Co88ipore*Chit|g>ro area 
and the Garden Rjeach area be kept witbin the jurisdiction of tbe 
Ccw^mratlbn of Calcutta I do no^see how Calcutta will be able to e<tiend 
itself, while it will ^be recognised on all hands that it is absolutely 
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neoMary lor tlio heelth and sanitJtion ol t))%cit}^ix 4 order *to preVi^t 
orelOTwdin^ in the city, itself that Calcutta ihould be widened. Foti 
theUi^ ^i^orations it is destrahle^hat Cossipore-Chitpore and Garden 
• Reach muiljjipali areas should continue within the jurisdiction of the 
Corporation of Calcutta. The proper n^edy for the grierances ^liat 
have^been ventilated in this IJouse is not to tahe away those localities 
from the jurisdjctjon of the Calcutta Cori^ration, hut to devise ways 
and^itteans whereby a larger anioiftit of monej* could b^ expended for 
the benefit of the population living within those k)calities. I vjuite 
sympathiseewith them that, altiough their rates and taxes have been 
increased, that increased amount is iftt sjient for them. 

When this scheme was originally formulated there was a discus- 
sion with Mr. Payne, who was then the Chairman of the CdTpcjl^tion, 
and members agreed that proper cosirse was gradually to decentra^ 
lise the powers that were exercised by the Corporation itself. They 
decided — and I entirely agree \^ith them — that in course of time the 
administration of the Corporation* of Calcutta for purjmses common 
to the whole area should remain only within the central municipal 
corporation. As regards the other powers, for example, the construc- 
tion of roads, maintenunce of schools and similar other matters, they 
should be made over to district committees so that there might be 
decentralisation of p(»wer.s and funds should he aUotted to the district 
committees. With this end in view some decentralisation of power 
has already been carried out in the present Calcutta Municipal Act. 
The idea was that some further decentralisation should he carrietTout 
ill order that the localities whic h paid high rates and taxes might not 
lie debarred from the hciicfits by reason of that amount tieing spent 
elsewhere. In these circumstanc es the attempt of Dr. Suhrawardy and 
his supporters should be to ask for further defcntralisation of |K»wers 
and not to take away the areas necessary for the development of 
Calcutta and for that purpose to remain under one common authority, 
namely, the Corporation of Calcutta. 

tilHl BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE I I rise to gupiior; the motion of 
Dr. Suhrawardy. To me the charm of a greater Calcutta is gone. 

I speak here both as a member of the old Corporation as well* as of the 
present one. friend, Mr. Khaitan, made his speech ai if he waa 
still a member of the old Corporation, \frhen I was a member of the 
old Corporation the Municipal Bill was discussed at several meeiings of 
a Special Committee of which Mr. Khaitan and myself were members. 
We discussed the provisions of the Bill and though we were charmed 
with the idea of a greater Calcutta as pictured to us by MaUik we 
never supported the idea, but all on a sudden as if by a snap vote it 
was carried in this Council and Cossipore-phjtpore and Garden Bbaeh 
areas were foisted upon Calcutta proper. jLi the present momexit in 
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€oftMji^re-CSiitpor% (lardcii Reach afcd Maniktala, not a single W4©- 
|)ayer is ^filling to lemain within the jurisdiction of the Onlcutt^or- 
|)oration. Ask the representatives 4 ho aie returned by the y»^ple of 
those places and those representatives who are our 'colleiyfaes ^in the 
Corppration are opposed to this amalgamation , with the exception, 
I)erhaps, of only one. If you go to garden Bej^h — my friend, 
Mr. Khuitan, may have gone there in his motor car,^tl^ere is only one 
big road there/ but I am*quite sure Hfe has never entered the interior of 
the Garden Reach Municipality — you will find that it is no better t£an 
the malarious tracts one is familiar ifith in the interior of Jessore 
district. But the argument will be-^‘-why not improve it? 

Btbu DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN; That Ys just why we want it to 
remairf^within the Calcutta Corporation. 

• n 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA ‘faoSE: I daresay my friend never entered 
the area which I am depicting now. , The areas in the old Garden Reach 
Municipality are inhabited by poor Muhammadans — mostly tailors in 
the most precarious condition — ^and they could not pay their taxes even 
if reduced; their sewing machines are attachetl, their utensils are 
attached by our bailiffs. Everv' day these people come to us and com- 
plain * We do not want to remain within the Calcutta Corporation ; pray, 
separate us from Calcutta.’ What does the Corporation of Calcutta 
gain? Do we gain anything? Do we get any return from these areas? 
We §re spending lakhs and lakhs for the improvement of these areas 
but do we get anything in return? It is a burden upon the Calcutta 
Corporation which it cannot l)ear. And if Garden Reach remained a 
part of Calcutta it will take a decade, rather a generation to improve 
that area by means of increased taxation which the people cannot bear. 
If you look to Cossipore-Chitpore you will find that there ai*e several 
mills there, but the people are in the same condition as in Garden 
Reach; ii? sitme cases the taxes have gone up by 100 per cent. 

Mr. 0. N. ROY: Not in some cases, but in many cases, 

Btllll BEiiOY KRISHNA BOSE: My friend who lives in Cossipore- 
Chitpore rbminds me that there ore many such cases. It is all very 
good to say greater Calcutta will try to improve i}^ 9 e areas, but 
when will it do so? Not till Doomsday. My friend, Mr. Ehaitan, 
proposesr*to find ways and means. I shall be very yrlad if my friend can 
devise ways and means. He has proposed as an antiquated member of 
the Calcutta Corporation to give money to district committees to 
improve the^ areas. He has no knowledge of the actual oi 

the new Act Wring these three years. He does not know our difficult 
tiee iBid our oommitmeuts. ^ But where shall we get the money? 
Whem is tlm money to comn*from f Perhaps those on the Govemment 
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l>£|ie6 will say work up to tke niaximtt|Q liiiit^ol taiktioii td *2S 
pe«ei»t/' ,Mr. Douaid the other day increased our taxes W half pe^ 
'cei|kj\ffhy should we increase tax on Calcutta in order to improve , 
Coesipoi^^itpc^re and Garden Reach and ManiktalaP Have you k^n 
the ^ine m the Cossipore-Chitpore area? They are 9 or 10 feet i^ide, 
full of filth and dirt. My friend, Mr. Banerjee, suiys that thrft is all 
the ‘more reasonVhy we sho^ild retain it within the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion. It is to*tlfc benefit of the •Improvement Trust ttiat these areas 
should remain within the Calcutta Corporation, ^’'ou may say that 
the draiijs mi^ht be improifed at a cost of Rs. 3 or 4 crores. 
But where would the money com%from? Increased rates and taxes? « 
Are you friends of the citizens of Calcutta? Are you, gentlemen, 
friends of the people of the outlying areas? You come to increase their 
taxes from 20 to 23 per cent. You welcome increase of taxes even 
KM) per cent, in the added**ireas. Yofl are all rich men here; you can 
pay higher taxes. But what of the po(ft- jjeople living in Cossipore- 
Chitpore and Garden Reach? .It js all very good to say “ beautify 
Calcutta, make a bigger and gi’^ater Calcutta.** All these are very 
good thingft to say here. If you exist for the people and look to their 
wishes, pay heed-to their grievaiu'es but it is no good to say that you 
want to improve Calcutta by improving those areas, I know the 
views of my friend, Mr. Banerjee, who is chafing with anger. He is 
now living in an area whi(-h was outside Calcutta some years ago and 
which was added to Calcutta in 1888. At that time about three or 
four square miles — I speak subject to correction — were added to 
Calcutta. It has taken 40 years to improve somewhat these ^three 
and a half square miles. Now we have added something Jike 16 to 17 
square miles and at that rate you will require 120 years to improve 
the area, by which time ifr. Banerjee’s grandson w’ill be gathered to 
his fathers. I therefore support the motion of Dr. Hulirawardy and 
opiKJse that of Babu Amiilya Dhoue Addy tor circulation. 1 want this 
Bill to be taken into consideration to-day and passed. Ifii JIareiulra- 
natli Chaudhuri (I am sorry, he is not a Bahadur yet) says that Gov- 
ernment may oppose the Hill, because they may say tliat they have not 
considered the eifect of the Bill. I submit that Government nc*ed not 
consider the effect of the Bill. It is a (|uestion for \he Calcutta Cor- 
poration ; it is a (luestion for the people who are concerned and not for 
the Government. It Government exist for the people I af^ieal to them 
and the Mabaraja to consider tbe* grievances of tbe people 
of those areas, to consider the grievances of the Calcutta jOorpora- 
tion who cannot take U|)on themselves the burden of this improvement. 
You can reject the Bill here, Government may veto it, but the curses 

of Calcutta and tbe outlying population will be upon you if you do so. 

. * • « 

MaillYi WAHCO HOitAIN: 1 nse to support the Bill wh^h has 
just nbw been moved by Dr. Sohrawardy and oppose the motion ol 

la 
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Babu Dbone i^ddy. One thi^g has been said that if tbe t 

poiea* north and aouth be ^aken away wha\ would remain of^ Calcut^ 
jTaay we shall live in the Equator. If (the two pfcles go out, the ^jiator 
will be there and we shall live in the bustle and din of the cr^mercial 
quarters of Burrabazar. I would ask my friend to answer onie question ; 
Are ^oif morally justified to tax a people without giving a certain 
‘area a drop of water ? Are we justified iif taxing the '^oor people liv- 
ing in huts andf hovels ii? order to beautify Calcutta Ind other places, 
and ask them to live in insanitary hovels so that in future they may 
enjoy the amenities of Calcutta. Is itr not equitable, Sir, I ask to 
reduce taxation in the Bill itself — not this Bill — the previous Bill, 
passed into Act, taking into consideration the fact that gradual im- 
provements re(iuiie gradual taxation. That has not been done; on 
the con^t‘tt^/, all on a sudden the tax has been raised from TJ per cent, 
to 19J per c^nt. I have personally inspected these quarters, as an 
Alderman of the Calcutta Coiporation, and I was really struck with 
wonder how could the (Wporation or anybody impose taxes without 
giving them proper amenities for wfiitdi the tax w’as imposed. I have 
seen with my own eyes men using dirty water in these quarters and 
complaining that they have not had for three years a drop of good 
water and still they are required to pay the tax. What is the justi- 
fication? One justification is the expansion of Calcutta. Very well, 
I understand that. Expand (’ah'utta by all means, but introduce 
gradual taxation. You want full tax but when the question of im- 
provement comes in, if will lie gradual — not the taxation gradual but 
the iifiprovenient gmduai. Then, Sir, I am speaking from my own 
personal experience. Only a few days ago a number of tailors and 
washermen came to me from Oarden Iteach and (‘omplained that their 
sewing macdiines and utensils had been attac’hed because they could 
not pay the tax. If my friend, Mr. Khaitan, t^mes with me I can 
show him places where there is neither water nor any pipe even for the 
supply of water and even the utensils of the poor men liave been 
attached. 


There is another thing: objection might be taken, and I think it 
has been taken, on the ground that public opinion has not been ob- 
tained on Hie Bill. But so far ajj the Cossipore-Chitpore Municipality 
is concerned g \he Calcutta Corporation, who are directly interested, 
were consulted in the matter hut they refused to express any opinion. 
So it is nut correct to say that public bodies have<jiot been consulted. 

Then, Sir, theie is another point. It has been said that large 
sums of mon^y have been expended in these areas in tb^ hope of 
future developiiCent. Well, whet reply was given to Government when 
ilie vei^ same plea was nut forward in the case of Dacca where also 
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^ “°"*y '^ere sjent*upoii the new yapital after partition. 

Afftte aa^e every one of na-at least a mi^ftrity of*us-djd not rtiect 
t|# lo^pf annulling the partitiof . • • 

Then^yfcr, ts said that these ar^s should l)e improved : but look 
to tne hiitfeet of Cahuttu which are «11 in a very undeveloped* and 
insMJtary condition. If any one will come with me to MhnTktala 
and other places^I can showlini the wi-etched condition of these places* 
and how for want df gdbd water%upply epidtanic diHeaaes have broken 
out in these localities. In some of these places (Jic water which fell 
during thf last rains is still stifhding knee-deep. 

Then, Sir, I think I have evefy right to expre.ss (he wishes of the* 
people of Cossipore-Chitpore which is my constituency and I do not 
think that Government will turn a deaf ear to (heir complaint— the 
paternal Government musj ‘listen to ^heir complaint. It seemf to me 
that the objection which has been raisetl *« the Bill for not lieing cir- 
culated for public opinion is a technical one, in as much os the Calcutta 
Corporation who are directly coufs-rned in the matter were consulted 
on the subject, and their refusal to exjiress any opinion clearly indi- 
cates that they have no objection to this measure. 

With these few remarks, .'>!ir, 1 beg to support Dr. Sulirawardy'e 
motion and oppose that of Bithu Amulya Dhone Addy. 

• • 

Wf. A. 0 i SANERiiif: Sir, I am sorry that I find m.wlf at 
variance with mv friends on this side. They have ai) come hei-e fully 
determined to support Dr. Siihrawardy’s Bill, however cogellt the 
reasons may he against it. Well, we have Wen told— I will start with ' 
the last speaker, Maulvi Wahed Hossain — that the opinion of th# 
Corporation was asked but none was given. The Corporation did give 
its opinion before the new Act was passed, and the Corporation definite- 
ly said that CuTcutta required expansion 

MMilyi WAHED HOSSAIN S Sir, I referred to this B/li and not 
the previous one. 


Hr. A. C. BANER4EE: And^ having expressed* that opinion and 
now refusing to give any opinion it does not follow that the j(;orpt)ratioii 
is in favour of it. That is an argument which I shall haje to live long 
enough to Appreciate. In the ub«euce of any opinion now, 
having given an opmion already, can any one say that the Corporation 
had given no opinion; that is a logic which, perhaps, finSs favour 
to-day with my friends on this side, for logic does not often prevail 
on this side. Now with regard to the amenities, or with regard te 
the oppreAsibn to which the Oossipore-Chitpore people particularly will • 
he subjected if they are kept within the jurisdiction of the galcutta 
Corporation, I should like to say one%r two words. It cannot he 



lie 

denied 

inteceets of the big nSilliokaires or rich p^ple, but in the interest ol 
the poor middle-class people who eijjinot finds any accomifiodi^^i in 
Calcutta without paying a good portion of their income. A^;5lan get- 
ting ^Hs. 80 or Its. 100 a month takes two or three roohte in .1 house by 
paying one-fifth or one-fourth of his income. There is more demand 
for houses for the poor middle-class people»in Calcutta J:han the supply, 
and that demand cun onlv be met if Calcutta were tr expand. 

0 • • e e t ' 

Now, Sir, as re^rards the point that the Cossipore-Chitpur people 
have been badly hit by reason of their being brought within the 
Jurisdiction of Calcutta, I for one c^pnot understand why there should 
be any complaint at all. The Corporation are not only spending the 
entire income derived from the Cossiiwre-Chitpur and other added 
areas, ^nt'^ in addition to that they are spending lakhs and 
have made provision for spending a great deal more in order to pro- 
vide the added areas with sc^^'er, proper lighting, and proper water- 
supply. We have been told that in Calcutta itself we do not get 
good water-supply and that there are unhealthy and insanitary bus- 
tees in Calcutta. True, so there are insanitary slums in London. 
But when we say that there are insanitary slums in Jiondon we must 
not forget that London is the healthiest city, perhaps, in the whole 
world. Thai death-i:ate in London is 11 per mille, whereas in Calcutta 
on an average it is or 2^1 p<»r thousands If Cos^ipoie-Chitpur, 
Maniktala, and Carden Reach are kept within Calcutta the death- 
rate in all these places be reduced. I come from an area which was 
added' -lo (.’ulcutta in 1888, similarly the Ballygunge area, the Bhowani- 
pore area were all added in 1888. It took the Corporation a long 
time to bj'ing these added areas on the same footing as regards 
amenities us Calcutta itself, but the amenities have come after all. 
The area where I am living to-day was a swamp — it was a marshy 
land — but you will find to-duy big structures springing up there. 
Similarly, the area which w’as marshy in 1888, I mean the place from 
where Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose comes, is full of houses now, and you 
will find four roads running on four sides of the house of my friend. 
l.^ok at the death-rate of these added areas 

" (A voice; Statistics will show the death-rate.) 

Mn At Co'BAHiR^EEt The death-rate is not lower, though the 
number of people dying there is less. 

Now, *if the amenities enjoyed by the residents of Cossipore-Chit- 
pur, Maniktala, and Kidderpore are not equal to those enjoyed by 
people living in the heart of Calcutta, I say it is too much to eiyxsct 
all this in so« short a time. It is not possible— humanly possible— 
that within t^ years you can give them all the amenities that you 
have been enjoying in Calcutta, and which has taken something Hke 
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c . . 

cutta requires expansion and must expand not 


in tt/e 
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ears to provide. One tiling^ mast not be fwgotteif ^lat C^entUl 

n^ expand. If Calcutta does not expand whit arill be tbe reenltP 
sanitary conditi<m may be improved from day to day, 
btt W^^ese neighbouring filtly and insanitary areas we shall have* 
afi dil^sM invading Calcutta, and that is a thing we.shall 

have to guard against. As I said, it is for the benefit of th^ middle- 
clwjses that these areas tshould remain within Calcutta and b^ 
gradually dei^lfped. J certainly, Sir, do not ui^derstand why this 
Bill has been brought forward oy my friend, Dr. Suhrawardy. Of 
course, it is not very difficult to guess the rea^ain as to why there 
should b§ so much support to my friend's Bill from all sides of the 
House and why also there shoiifd be a chorus of approval from alt 
parties. We must not forget the coming election. We aie all anxious 
to come back — at least a gi'eat many of us do. My friend, Maiilvi Wahed 
Hossain, has frankly told •us that l^e comes from Cossipore-^Jhitpore 
area and that accounts for his support pf the Bill. There is also my 
friend, Mr. Rov, who frankly told me that he has got voters there, 
Of course, I do not wish t(f ijnpute motives to any one, but our 
friends forget that democnicy does not mean demagogy. You are 
not democrats hut demagogues. 

Sir, I think that if the bureaucracy has been once right in its life 
it was only on the occasion when they included these areas within 
Calcutta 

(A voiCK; What about responsive co-operation?) 

Mr. A. C« BANERdEEs I do not say that the biireaucftcy m 
always right. I have seldom had any ocrnsion to throw away my 
care or affection to the bureaucracy. I think the compfiment is also 
returned. Nevertheless, if in this particular instance the biireoucriMsy 
accepts my view, they are right at any rate for once. 

I^astly, I would ask my friends to consider as to what would be 
the future of Calcutta and not to be carried away by w?ntiraents. 
With these observations I strongly oppose the Bill. 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Sir, the remi^ks that have come 
from Mr. Bose, a inenil>er of the Calcutta Corporation, has surprised rile. 
Only about a week ago the majority of the meml>ers of /he*Corporatioii 
declined to purt with any jM)wer that hav^ been given to tPem. Member 
after member got up in an ex<‘ited manner and demanded that the power 
that has been givetf to them under the Bengal Cruelty tot Animals 
(Amendment) Bill, 192(i, should not be taken away from their hands. 
They were capable and able to do the work and could not understand 
Govemmfnt daring to take this ]K>wer away. Then I ai^ told that this ^ 
Bill was sent to the Corporation for their consideration and Mr. Banerjee 
has said tbe Corporation refused to give^their opinion. I reliRe ibal 
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this ^ill has nerec b£en before the £orparatioD at all. 1 venture, to 
8gy tlmt this is not a question in which the opposition are oonsi^m^ 
the comforts and advantages of the j^ple of the added areasgf^nhat 


they are pursuing at the present moment is in my o^niqg^urely a 
political game. You are converting what is particularly a Corporation 
matter into a political one. You have started your political propaganda 
and I do not admire the methods you have adopted. 

I oppose this Bill. It will create confusion. Why, Sir, it is 
tendency all over th^ world at the presen^ time for all large municipali- 
ties to absorb the smaller surrounding municipalities. Thi^ is as it 
fihould be combination and number means strength. Our lives at the 


piesent time are so complicated with matters of drainage, lighting, 
roads, watetrand transport that a central organization is surely the best 
method^) handle them. 


We can quite understand ithat these small municipalities convsider 
themselves badly treated at the present moment as they are not getting 
full value for their money. This oiust admit. We must ask them 
to be patient and to give us a little more time. Much has to be 


accomplished and will be done if the Corporation is „only given time 
and the right kind of representatives are returned. 


Sir, it is. 25 years ago since I listened to these antiquated arg»i- 
ments that are being ’!sed to-day. I then had the honour to be a 
member of a City and County Council in England who were fighting 
the same subject that we are doing to-day and the members of that 
Council used the exact arguments you are using against being annexed 
by the City Council. Time passed and the very members who opposed 
annexation were proud and loud in their praise that they had become 
part of the great city. What happened in that City of Newcastle will 
come to pass in this City of Calcutta. I trust the members of the 
House will look to the interests of the added areas and thereby defeat 
the subtle under-current that is nothing less or more than a political 
game that ’is being played by the opposition. 


Mr. 8. C. MUKERill: Sir, ordinary courtesy demands that fhis 
Council should h^ve the considered judgment of the Corporation of 
Calcutta. On the one hand I hear Mr. B. K. Bose and Mr. Wahed 
Hossain sui^jiorting Dr. Suhrawardy’s Bill— on the other hand I hear 
Mr. A. C. Bfinerjee and Mr. Campbell Forrester oppo^g the Bill, 
and this difference of opinion which we hear expressed this evening 
•hows that we have not got here the considered judgment of the Calcutta 
Corporation. May I ask where is the Mayor of Calcutta to-day and 
where is the Deputy Mayor P I have heard that they are within the 
preeincta of thie premises but I do not find them inside thif Council 
f^amber. Hq^ot the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor of the Corpora* 
tw# of ‘CUcutta think that tl|py have sufficient responsibility in this 
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ap^rP Will they not lot as know* whit they haiw go/ to say in tiiia 
n^^rP Only thre« years ago liad theta oiAlygig pliSmi ad&jtd to 
tiwit^unftipaiity of PstlcntH. In three • years* time ^here is «a 
cry all over the i^aA^ that they do not. want to remain* 
iniltip jurisdiction of the Calcutta Corporation. But we should 
like to know what the Calcutta Corfkiration has got to say jn the 
m|tter. We h|ve him shq^wn the one side of the shield. * We wan^ 
to see the other ^ide. We want to know what the Calcutta Corporation 
hjs done in the matter! Have Ihey taken afty steps fbr the ameliora* 
tion of these outlying districts? Have they spen^ any money P Have 
they staated any scheme? HSve they got any definite proposal before 
them for the improvement of these outlying areas, and have they got 
proper representatives on the Calcutta Corporation? These are cogent 
and pertinent questions and we should like the Calcutta Corporation to 
reply to these questions before we, the members of the liigislative 
Council, are in a positiod to make \fy out mind ns to how we should 
vote in this matter. Of course, wherever there is taxation there is a 
great deal of cry, and there ii* soq^etiines a great deal of force in their 
contention as well. Sir, we very well understand their view-point and 
therefore, Sir, it is only right and proper that before this legislation 
is rushed through this Council, we should like to hove the considered 
judgment of the Calcutta Corporation before the Council is m a 
position to make up its mind in regard to the subject. 

• 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, as Ttai Harendranath Chaudhuri, 
Mr. B. K. Bose, Maulvi Wahed Hossaiii and other speakers who have 
supported the Bill have effectively disposed of the argumentf of its 
opponents, 1 do not think it is necessary for me to refutj them. I am 
glad to find that the only opponent of the Bill on principle is Babu Dehi 
Prosad Khaitan. His main reaiwns for op[K)sing the Bill is that it 
Vould stop the expansion of Calcutta and the operation of the Improve* 
ment Trust. I do not understand what he means by the expression 
“ the expansion of Calcutta.’* Sir, I have some connection with the 
suburbs of Calcutta and 1 know that the Tollygunge l/unicififvlity 
flourished as an independent body though not included within the 
Calcutta Cor{)oratum. The exclusion has not retarded the expansion 
of Calcutta or the oiwration of the Improvement Trust. Mr. B. 

Bose has already drawn attention to the filthy drains in the Cossipore- 
Chitpur and Garden Beach Municipalities, the verifl^le Serbonian 
bogs which will swallow up all the money bags of Burrahasar. And 
if the Calcutta Co^ratiou imposes tax on Burrabaxar for improving* 
the conditions of Cossipore-Chitpur and Garden Reach » as these areas 
are taxed, I am afraid riots will break out. 

As regards the amendment of Mr. Addy he says he has full sympathy 
with the principle of the Bill but he wants a fuller expression of puldk* 
opinion. He has himself told the Houy, however, that in 1890 pttUto 
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opinian was ^tron^ly against inclusion of Cossipoie-Chitpur and 
Gtfrdin Beacb and people of Calctitta Iwve not changed their opinion 
fince, It^is quite possible that technically public opinion ^d the 
♦ opinion of the, Calcuila Corpora Vion Have not been as^^lrained. 
There has hardly been any time for Government c-or /^my other 
authority to do that. But we need not take shelter behind that fiction. 
I think' several members of the Calcutta Corporation are present here 
to-day. The Mayor of Calcutta who is the leader .of the Swarajya 
Party is also present hire, Aldernien and Other members of the 
Corporation have sfioken in support of the Bill and yet there are 
gentlemen who want to take shelter unaer the necessity for consulting 
•public opinion. It is refreshing to find that on the eve of the dissolu- 
tion of the Council there is a dawn of sense of respect and regard for 
public opinion. When Government do not hesitate to rush through 
importer t measures affecting public interest in the absence of the 
majority of the elected meraberft of the Council, their anxiety for 
eliciting public opinion is strange and not above suspicion. 

I am thankful to Mr. Guha for assurance that his motion was 
not for facilitating the death pangs of my infant Bill, bpt that he 
really thought that public opinion was against the Bill. He has learnt 
since that the peiiple concerned, that is to say, the rate-payers of 
Cossipore-Chitpur and Garden Reach Municipalities as well as the 
authorities of the Calcutta Corporation are not opposed to the present 
Bill. He has, howevl»r, not moved his amendment. I am thankful 
for it. 

Siv as for Mr. A. C. Banerjee, I have not been able to follow his 
speech or his reasoning nor could I ])enetrate the veil which clouds his 
psychology a;.d nientality. So I need not take him and speakers of his 
ilk seriously. With these remarks, I commend my Bill to the House. 

[The Council then adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] 

TN Hofi’bla Mthtriji KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Dthadur of 

Nidiit Sir, when I came to this Council ('hamber this aftenioon I had 
no idea that this was going to be the greatest event of the day. 
Hbwever, I find that it is so. I have listened to the debate very care- 
fully and the impression which I have got is that a nice bit of camou- 
fiaged elei’tioiOeering has been very much indulged in by many of the 
ineml>ei‘s and I think Mr. Banerjee has done what maj' be called Nat0 
Handi Bhnnga. I am sure the supporters of this Sill must be feeling 
grateful in tbeir heart of hearts to Dr. Suhrawardy for giving them 
this excellent little opportunity. I find that Mr. J. N. Basu has also 
supported this Bill. He has, I think, got an ofpportunity of speaking 
on bia rekolutii^ No. 29, in advance, there being no ebanee of its 
coming^^p in ibis session. Mr. Wabed Hossain baa told «a tbait tbo 
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, itta Corporatioii have not exnre&ed any opini<m on /his aW 
th|^ sil^Mse may be preenmed to mean that tie (Corporation ai!e*ik 
fa^flilT of Ae exclneionpf these added areas* (A voice: %ie«tion*) « 

8® H^old that in so many words and there is n6 questioning it. 

I do i!Ot Hbw whether Mr. Wahed Ho^sain is aware that the Bilh was 
never sent to the Corporation for an expression of opinion and 1* shall 
be Very grateful if he will Iht me know at which meeting of the Cal- * 
cutta Corporatloil the matter was discussed, so^that I could look into the 
printed proceedings and find their opinion. 


Mr. ia C. Banerjee has ver>" ably explained the reason why this 
Bill should be opposed and I thihk, after what he has said, there ia* 
very little left for me to say. Mr. S. C. Mukerji aske<l us a very per- 
tinent question: “ Where is the Mayor?” I find that he h^ just come 
here. 


Mr, J. M. SEN GUPTA: May I rise, Sir, to a point of personal 
explanation? I am here not as ^lie Mayor of Cakutta; I am here to 
represent Hie electors who sent me to this ('’ouncil and I am here to 
look after the interests of the people of the whole of Bengal. I know 
that the voters, t.e., the electors who pay money 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you have finishid with your personal 
explanation. 


The Hon'ble Meharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahailiir ef 
Nadai: I am pleased to hear that the Mayor of ('alcutta i^»not here but 
that Ml. J. M. Sen Oupta, the Leader of the Opjasitioii, bus got an 
astral existence somew’here else. However, that does not alter the 
situation. I should have very much liked to hear what the Mayor 
of Calcutta has got to say. We should like t(, have heard the Deputy 
Mayor as well. Where is he? 

Mr. d. M. SEN GUPTA: May I rise, Sir, to a point of personal 
explanation ? The Mayor of Calcutta cannot make arty statement berg. 
The Calcutta Corporation can’ speak for itself and it n^ver speaka 
through the Mayor in the Legislative Council. 

• « 

The Hen’Me Malyrhia KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY P^mSht Mf 
Nsdiei I do not know whether I stand corrected. However, kt nte 
proceed. Hr. Sen Gupta is a very efficient lawyer and I think I should 

bow down to his ruling. (Laughter.) 

• • 

I do not propose at this stage to discuss the sequence ci event* by 
which * Cossipore-Chitpur and Garden Beach were included in Gw 
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CaUmUa Oo^pontion. The propoa^ twr iB^upkni «1M opposed by 
GoYernmeiil and l^o^eniaaent are not committed to the policy of np- 
thoiding tjie incluaion idr ail time and in aU circnmetan^es. What, 
however, we do oppose is an attemf»t to rush through the l^^slature 
a highly controversial proposal of this description, witltout^y attempt • 
to consult beforehand the body chiefly concerned, t.e., the Calcutta 
Corywration, and I also claim that the Caloutta Improvement Trust must 
have some say in the matter. It was open to the Kember in charge 
of this Bill to^move a Resolution asking the Council to recommend to 
the Government the exclusion of Cossippre-Chitpore and Garden Beach. 
8uch a resolution, I find, has been tabled for discussion in the present 
• session, but there is little likelihoo(f of its coming up. Therefore, the 
Council will have no opportunity of expressing its views on this question 
after discussing it threadbare. Had such a resolution been carried, 
Goverftnent would then have consulted the Coqwration, and if a clear 
case were made out for revejfj^ing the decision of 1923, proposals for a 
Bill amending the Calcutta Municiiml Act could be placed before the 
(;Ouncil. The mover has, however,- adopted quite different tactics. 
The inclusion of these areas was carried against Government end Govern- 
ment cannot agree to alter a provision without consulting the bodies 
concerned. Some member has already pointed out that the Calcutta 
Corporation might have undertaken some works of improvement in these 
areas and might have invested some money over these works. I think it 
is fair and equitable that the Corporation should be insulted before 
we take such a step. I would, therefore, very strongly oppose the 
consideration of this Bill, and I would ttpi)eBl to the rationally emotional 
aection of this House to pause and think whether it is proper to toy 
with legislation in this way. 

The motion of Babu Amulya Dhone Addy was then put and a division 
taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


AMy. •aim AmHiya DMm. 

•aaarjM, Mr. A. 6. 

•trityi tat Hwi'Mt Mr L. 

INuiuaiHirl, tlM Han'aia Nawaa tahaAiir 


HMra, Major Oonoral llloliara. 
HoAftoa, Mr. A. 0. 

NoptiyfM, Mr. W. t. 

JoniMway, Mr. 4, H. 


Mtetli. Mr. A. H. 

CalMii, Mr. 0. 4, 

Ctoaor, Mr. C. A. 

Orawf^ Mr. T, 0. 

Mat, AaMi ttlMini miaiitfra. 

Mai, Aai AaliaAiir Aiaar Natlk 
DatM, Mr. A O i a yir. 

Mo, Mr. K. A, 

MoaaM, tiM Moa'tolo Mr. 4. 
M r a a iaiom , Mr. 4, A. 

Mutt, Mr. A. 1. V 
furoAiil, KAau iiliaiai K. A. M. 
VurrooHr, Mr. 4. AamuAoA. 


Llntfoay, Mr. 4. H. 

MoAlyifi, Mr. M. C. 

MoKluifo, Mr. A. a. 

Motoorty, Hr. A. N. 

Mortun, Mr. A. « 

Mukorji, Mr. a. 0. 
aattoroou, Mr. D. C. 

Aay, Am N0U*M0 m wnmrm m 

ammuhMi euanUra, at NaUla. 

Aoy, Mr. t. H. 

•tauiolaa, Mr. M. l. 

TTMoruf Mr. W. I.. 

Wttoom Hr. AL f. 
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Ali,l&llNll&y]rMl iHltaii. 
k MpMl, *eiiMitfnu 

ianliriVagir. 

MntrlM, MUNI tatya Kitliara. 

•aatfiM, Rai ta^ar Abiaatii Ctaatfra. 
lartMi^ Mr. H. • ’ 

•aaa, Rate tarat^li^iMlra. 

■itwM, Mr. AMul Latif. 

■aWi tatotf Rajay Kritima. 

CiiaiNlliiiri, Maalvi taiytd AMvr RaR., 
CkaiMlMiri, Rai Harangraaatli. 

Ckaugliiiry, MauWi Mg. Rural Hag. 
Cliaiiatr, Mr. Ninaal Cliaiigra. 

Paa, Or. MaRini Mahan. 

Oai Rapta, Or. J. M. 

Oaad, Mr. M. 

Day, RaRa Rarada Praaad. 

Rangaly, Raba Khacandra Nath. 

Ohiunavl. Hadji Mr. A. K. Aha 
Khan. 

Raanha, Rai Rahadar Radridaa. 

Oaha, Mr. Pi N. 


apid 

ut w.ii . iilbn, Wi» 

MaRamaiad, •Maalai rm 
M ittar, Sir PrayaaR ORaad ir. 

Marafidi Or. N, W. R. « 

Maharjaa. RaRa TarahaatR. 

Nantgr, MaRaraj Rmnar RHa 
Naafcar, RaRa Ham O Raa dr a. 

Naiimaddtm Mr. KRwaja. 

PaRlaaran, Maaivi Md. Abdal daRRar. 

Qaadar, Maaivi Abdal. 

Rahman, Mr.* A. P. * 

Raikat, Mr. Praaanna OaR. 

Ray, RaRa ARaaialiP Ohaadra. 

Ray, RaRa tarandra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kamad tankar. 

Ray ORaadharl, Raja Maamatha Nath %f 
•anttah. 

Roy, RaRa Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Raba Ratoowripaii. 

Roy, Or. Ridhan Chandra. 

Rofb Mr. O. N. 

Roy, 1^. Kiran Rankar. 

Roy, Raja ManltoH Rlnih, of ORakdIthi. 

Roy Choadhari, Rai Rahadar Ratyoadra 
Nath. 


Haq, Khan Rahadar Kaii lahiral. 
Haq, thah Rjid Emdadal. 

Hoqat, Maaivi Rayodal. 

Homain, Maaivi Wahid. 

Naq, Mr. Mahbabal. 
doardar, Maaivi Aftab Hootain. 
Khan, Maaivi ARdar Raoohid. 

Khan, Maaivi Amanat. 


•arkar, RaRa Honianta Kamar. 
Urkar, Maaivi Allah Rakhth. 
Rarkor, RaRa Naliniranjan. 
ton Rapta, Mr. d. M. 
Rahrawardy, Dr. A. 
tahrawardy, Mr. N. I. 
Tarafdar, Maaivi Rajih Uddin. 


The AyeH bein^ 34 and the Noes 62, the motion was lost. 


The motion of Dr. A. Suhrawardy that the ralcuttn Mupioipal 
(Amendment) Bill, 1926, be taken into consideration was then put and 
a division taken with the following result : — 


Ahmod, tardar Mahafoniddin. 

Ahmod, Maaivi TayoRadtin. 

Ahmod, Maaivi Zannoor. 

Ali, Maaivi Rayyod RalUn. 

Raoihi, RaRa Ronioo Chandra. 

Rakih, Maaivi Kador. 

■anorjoo, Rai Rahadar Ahlnaoh Chandra. 
Rarton, Mr. H. 

Rata, RaRa datindra Nath. 

Raoa, RaRa Rarat Chandra. 

Ritvraa, Mr. ARdal Latif. 

Rooo, RaRa Rojoy Krtobiia. 

Ohaadhari, MaaM Raiyod ARdar RoR. 
ORaadRari, Rai Harondranath, 

ORaadRary, RIaaIvi Md. Naral Naq. 
C han dvr, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Oao, Or. MoRiai Rtohan. 
sat Rapta, Or. d. M. 

Oaad,. Rir. M. 

Day, RaRa Roimla ProMd. 

Raagaly, Raba KRaoMidra Nath. 

RtWiaavi, Nadji m. A. K. Aha Rl 

mam.* 


Raha, Mr. P. N. 

Haq, KRan RaRadar Kaxi Zahlral. 

Haq, Rhah Ryod Imdadal. 

Hoqao, Maaivi Rayodal. 

Homain, Maaivi Wahod. 

Haq, Mr. MahRaRal. 
doardar, Maaivi AftaR Homain. 

Khan, Maaivi ARdar Rambid. 

Khan, RMalvi Amanat. 

Lai Mahamamd, Naji. 

Mahammad, Maaivi Ratar. * 

Minor, Rir Provaoh CRaf4l|r. 

M o r t im , Or. N. W. R. 

Makorjoa, RaRa Taraknath. 

Nandy, MaRaraj Kamar Irit ORandra. 
NaMmr, RaRa Horn ORandra. * 
N a i lma dd i n, Mr. KRwaja. 

Pa hti wan, Maahrt RM. ARdal dahhar. 
Qaadtr, Maaivi ARdaL 
Rahman, RM*. A. P. 

Raikat, Rb*. Praianna Ool£ 

Ray, Raba ARanMi RRawdra. 

Ray, i|^ R arondra Matb. 



m 


nay. Or. Ki 
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JrON-OmciAl MEMBERS' BUM. 

* « « 


••y, M ttMifiiatftA Natft. . 
way, JttMMfiyati. 

Way, Or. OMiiaH CMfiira. 

Way, Mr. 0. N. 

Way, c Mr. Kiran taahar. 

Way, ManHatt tlacli, af Clialiaiaiiir 


iaiiiar^ _ 

larfcar, Maafvi 

9^rkt, Waba^NafinIraaMMi. 

•ill aimte, Mr. 4, M. 
•ufcrawaray, Or. A. • ^ 
•ttiirawaray, Mr. H. t. 
Taraftfar, Maiilyi najib UMia. 


[l&m Aitm 

/ 

tetyaoim 


NOES. 


AMxp oabu Anmiya Oftana. 

■anarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

■*rlay, tfia Haa'bla Mr. L. 

^CtiauMrl, tba Haa bii Naaab mm 

^•Aaa, Mr. O^ 4, 

Coapar, (jir. £ o. 

Daa, Oabu Cbaru Cbanara. 

Oaa, Rai labaaiir Aaiar Natb. 

Itevla, Mr. , 1 . Oaupar. 

Da, Mr. K. 0. 

Ooaaw, tfia Haa'bla Mr. j. 

Orvmmona, Mr. 4, a. 

Ottit, Mr. 0. 1. 

jaroaul. Khan labadar K. a. M. 
Farrattar, Mr. 4, Oaaiiiball. 

Haard, Majar Oanarai Rfabard. 


Haiftaa, Mr. R. c. 

Hapliyna, Mr. w. l. 

^naaway, Mr. 4. N. 
iCaaiUn, Oabu OaM Fraaad. 
Linatay, Mr. J. h. 

MaAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

MoKaatla, Mr. 0. P. 

OabKly, Mr. a . N. 

Maryan, Mr. Q. 

Makarji, Mr. t. 0. 

Fattaraan, Mr. 0. C. 

"•y» . ^ Haa'bla Maharaja 

Kahauniah Chandra, af Madia. 

Way, Mr. S. N. 

•tapHtan, Mr. H. E. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wllaan, Mr. R, ■. « 


■ahadur 


The Ayee being 61 and the Noe. 33, the motion waa carried. 
The motion wa« put and agreed to. 


Adjoumnimt. 


• n Council wan then adjourned till 3 
19th August, 1926, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


P.M. 


on 


Thumlny, the 



QUESTIONS.* 


fe.;*.. ■ , 

MMMbisi Of tN tagisiatin Oauito aaaaMM vwlir tta 
iwoaiaiam A tha Cafanunant at iMHa Aet * 

Coulcil met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
1 Thursday, the 19th August, 1926, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Kuiyar 8hib Sukkhaueswak Hay) in the ^ 
Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive Couucil, and G6 
nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questidns 

(to whioli orhl answers were given). 

Communal tension between Hindus and Muhammadans. 

*9. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: (o) Will the Hon bio 

Member in charge of the Police Department In* 4 >leused to state what 
steps were taken and at what times to minimise Hindu-Muslim com- 
munal tension and prevent communal riots specially — 

(0 in Calcutta; and 
(n) in Pabna? 

(b) 'What further step.s, it any, are Wing taken at tlie jiresent 
moment and do the (Government pi-oi^se to take in the immediate future 
to — 

(i) deal with the rioters and persons fomenting (‘ommunal riots; and 
(it) prevent the further development and spread of communal riots J* 

(c) Are the (Government considering the desirability^ of revising thek* 

decision regarding music Wfore mos<[ues in Calcutta as embo^lied in its 
communique and resolution of the 5th June, 1920? * ^ 

(d) is the*Hon’ble MemWr aware tfiat the District Magistrate of 
Faridpur Inis address^! on or aWut the 25th July a letter to the«inetuber 
of both the communities on the question of music before mosques pro- 
posing to impose serious restrictions on the public right to lead pro- 

ceasions with music before mosques? 

• • • 

(e) Had the decision of the Magistrate as embodied in that letter 
the sanction or the approval of the Government? 



m • ijujisTioKa 

,ifyWeT 0 liny stejM taken by t^e said District Magistrate to 
ascertain local pifiictioes J^jbre the issnd oi tke aforesaid letter in 
bccordanc^ with the statement in t|^e G(^erament communiques and 
resolution ol the 6th June, 1926, that “ in the mufassal Magistrates 
and •police officers will continue to regulite processions ij^ accordance 
with«th© local practice **? 

iff) If so, what steps were taken by him to ascertafh and what wei-e 
the results of his •investigation into the local practice rtfgarding music 
l>efore mosques? 

* MEMBER in efiarge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
Mft Li.Birley)' (a) and (b) Government have made and will continue to 
make full ijse of the i)olice force and of the powers vested in them under 
the laio. 

(c) No. 

(d) Government have seen a copy of the orders referred to. They 
are administrative orders laying d'swn certain restrictions in the 
interests of preservation of order but are not intended to settle any 
question of right or title. 

(e) It was not referred to Government. 

if) Yes. The orders were passnl l)ecau8e no clear or definite local 
practice could be ascertained. 

(ff) Inquiries were made from various sourc'es—ufficial and non- 
official — and a meeting of local leaders of l>oth communities was held. 
The results of his investigation was stated in the order. 


Allegation againet the Sub-Deputy Magistrate of Magura. 

*10» oMfi D« Nf ROY* (a) Is the Hoirble Member in charge of the 
Appointment Department await* — 

(i) that serious allegations have been made against one Mr. M. A. A. 

; Miruu; SulvDeputy Magistrate of Magura in the district of 

.Jessoi-e, with regard to the execution of his public duties; and 

(ii) that in consequence of such allegations a local inquiry was 

made by the District Magistrate of Jessore ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affiimative, has the District 
Magistrate submitted a report after his inquiry? 

(c) If so — 

(t) what^s the date of the report; and 

(it) when was the report' t^ceived by the Government? 



#?y.: 


QtTESTIOi^.. UV 

Will the Hon’ble Member be {leased to lay « copy^t the 
table f » • . 

. ®^^P® been •takeiil by Government upon the report of. 

^tbe Magistrate of Jesgpi'e? 

(/) If so, what are the steps taken ? * 

,Cg) If no st^ have been taken, will the Hon'ble Member be. 
pleased to 8tate*th% reasons ? 

• 

(A) What steps dc Government proiwse to taketin the matter and’ 
when ? * 


MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENt (the 
Hon'ble Mr. L. Birl 9 ): {a) to <r) Certain allegations aguinst^his^ffieer 
were made to the District Magistrate of^Jessore, wlio submitted a report 
to the Commissioner without formulating* charges or calling for an 
explanation. Charges were sulw^Miuently frume<l and the District Magis- 
trate was directed to report on the »^ul)-Deputy Magistrate’s explanation. 
The District Magistrate’s report is dated 22nd Jul>’, 192(1, and it wu« 
received by Government through the Commissioner on 5th August. 

(d) to (h) The report is now under the consideration of Government 
and orders will be passed in due course. Government are not prepared to. 
lay a copy on the table. * 


Unttfrrtd QimtiM 

{Mntrnm to whioti woro told on tho taMo). 

Pay and working hours of dorks of Bongaf Govommont Prois 
and dail Praai. 

38. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURIl (a) Will the Hon’ble Member- 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to^lay on the table 
a statement showing the respective scales of pay of the clerks of the-^- 

(t) Bengal Government Press, and 
(ii) the Alipore Jail Press? 

(6) What are their respective werfcra,^ hpiu«F 

MBMBflt in MlWSi M PINANBB MRABTMENT pim 

Mr. 4 . OmmU)! The member ia referred} to the answer to qneatioa 
Ko. 30;. • • 



m 


. (fijwnom. 
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, UHarM imrMrt in tkt ^SwariMNiit Ptmm. 

t t c . 

' n. MV. K. c. ray'chauohi^ri S ifi) Has the attention of the 

Hon^hle Membei' in charge of the Finance Department been, drawn to 
the proceedings of the All-India Press Employees* Confers nee held at *** 
the (Jbilf^utta Town Hall on the 26th and 27th June last? 

(/>) Do the Government intend taking any steps fot ihe removal of 
the gi'ievances fof ‘the sejaried workecs in the* Goveiinifent Presses as 
embodied in resolutions passed at the Conference f 

The Hon’hle Mr. J. DONALD: («) Yes. 

(/;) Ooveniment are prepared to consider any legitimate grievances 
of their salaried employees in the Press which are brought to their 
notice Hirough the proper channel in the oivlinary way, but they cannot 
undertake to deal with resolutions or grievances which are brought to 
their notice in this manner. 


Muhaiiifiiidina in Forest Borvios. • 

40. MfUlIvi ZANNOOR AHMED: (a) Hus the attention of the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Forests) been 
drawn to the paufity of Muhammadans in the provincial senice of the 
Forest Department Y 

(A)' What steps, if any, have been taken by the Government for 
the a])pointtn*^nt of Muhammadans in that service? 

MEMBER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [FORESTS] 
(the Hon’Me Nawafo Bahaclur BaiykI Nawah Ali Chaudhuri, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) ami {h) The reply given to question No. 97 on the 
11th December, 1925, may W seen. The question ef the number of 
Muhammadans in the forest services is still under consideration. 


ChittagMig (MulMiiimMlm) OonstituMwy .f BMigal Ligfilatira 
Couiwil. 

41. MaiAvi AMANAT KHAN: (a) b the Eon’ble Meml>er in 
charge of the Appointment Department, a ware that the Chittagong 
(Muhammadan) Constituency has been divided into two halves, north 
and south division, the Northern diviaion cemtaining n greater pona- 
lation than thf Southern division? 

(5) What is the populatiomof each division? 



QtTBSnOKS.' 


NmW* Mr. L. •flll.BYt«(<i) Y«s. 

a 

r) diiitagvmff North Muhammadiaii 
Chittagong South ‘^uhaJnmadan 


■ 9 

4^,672 

712.978 


^ T t nlM u n al MmI at diittigw^ 

' » 

92. Mauivi AMANAT KHAMi (a) Is the Ho^’ble Member in 
charge of ^le Department of Agtieulture and Industries aware that the 
Chittagong Municipality, as asked .^by the CoTeminent, passed a reso* » 
lution in their general meeting held in March or April, 1926, ip i»tart 
a Technical School (Smithy) at Chittagong and approached the 
Government for help? , O 

(b) Are the Government consid^ing ^the desirability of granting 
substantial aid for the establishment of the same at once? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is im the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be .pleased to state when the aid is likely to be given? 

MEMAER in etiirgft of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (tho Hofi’blo Ntwab Bahidiir Saiyiil Naivab Ali 
Olimidhtiri, KImui Bahaikir): (a) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 


Exooutive Oflloort of Oo-oparativo Oontral Eanlio tUiiding>^for oliolion 
to Logislitivi Oovnoil. 

43. MMmto; Kumar SRIS CHANDRA NANDYi {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to state whether It is permissible for executive office-bearers of Co- 
opeiative Central Banks, standing as candidates for election Legis- 
lative Councils, to use the subordinate staff and members of Co-opera- 
tive Societies undbr them as workers to canvas for themselves? » 
(h) If hot, are the Government considering the desirability of 
issuing instructions directing all members and the staff obsuch bcnlies 
to refrain from using their influence, in their official capacity, upon 
voters, to support the candidature of any of their office-bearers? 

• 

Tim Mr. L. AIRLEYs (a) Except where the Collector or 

the Subdivisipnal Officer is the ex-ojficio Chairman of a Cj^ntral Bank, 
the executive of a Central Bank is composed wholly of nonniffiohili over 
whom Government do not exercise contit)). The subordinate eiaff of 


11 ^ 



•QUESTKmS. [ISTBAmil 

« 

CoK>p©rativ^ l^ietie^^are appainted artd' {iai#% t&» IliNsiitiaft Aiid fliey 
are not subjact to^the con^l of GovenmAni There is no hnw or rule 
, ^orbidding^ tbe action mentioned. 

(b) Tbe question does not arise. 


ftUdlMWIHldMI 

44. Miulvi ZA/mOOR AHMEDS (a) Will tbe Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Agric'ulture and Industries (Excise) 
cbe pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the present number 
of vendprs of — 

(ii) opium, and 

(tit) bhang, 

in the districts of Hooghly and HowraSi? 

(b) How many of these vencfors are Muhammadans P 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Member been drawn to the 
paucity of the Muhammadan vendors? 

((f) Is ii a foot th|t there are several Muhammadan applicants for 
such shops? 

MEMBER in ohirge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE Ofid 
INDUSTRIES [EXCISE] (tho Hofi’blo Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab 
All Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur): (a) Number of drug shops — 


Ginja. 

Hooghly . . 00 

Howrah . . 32 

f 

Opium 

60 

28 

Bhang. 

29 

26 

(b) Number held by Muhammadans — 



Ganja. 

Hooghly 1 

Eowrak 

Opium. 

2 

1 

Bhang. 

. 1 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Number of Muhammadan applicants for drug shops daring the 


last two settlements is given below : — 

1925-26. 

1926-27. 

Hoogh^ 

6 

1 

Howrah « 

1 

2 




<ifirE0ii:o^ 

miM M >j£.^ ^1^ 

•• ' Ml W||WNro®0 

MM tf umpU.*, 



^ «k MHAaENORANATHOHAUDHURIi Witk‘nif«raMM>toili* 
remarin {on\iage 137) in paragraph 479 of the Bengal Adminiatration 
ReiKHTt for the^year 1924>25, will the Hon’hle Member in charga it the 
Department of ffd'acation be pleased to state— * 

• * • • • • • 

• (t) in what respecta and for what reasons the position of Muham- 

^madan education is hy no means satisfadtory and 
(«) what are the “ needs ** inferred to “of the community “P • 


MEMBER in oli«rg» of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (fht 
Hon’Mo Mr. J. Donild)i (t)* Muhammadans number only 12 ana 15 per 
cent., respectively, of the students in colleges and secondary schools^ 

(tt) Increased grants for scho^li, stij^ends and! scholarships and im 
increase in Jthe number of Moslem teachers. 


VoliM and omoimt of work dona in Governmafit PraM and dail Praaa* 

46. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Finonc.© Department be pleased to lay on the ^ble a 
statement showing the value and amount of work done year by year from 
the year 1905 to 1925 and the yearly establishment chai^ during the 
same period in the — 

(i) Bengal Government Press, and 

(ii) Alipore Jail Press? 

« 

(h) Is there any difference between the technical skill and experiem*© 
required for the work done in the composing section of the — 

(f) Bengal Government Press, and 

(ti) Alipore Jail Press? 

Tfia Hon’bla Mr. *4. OONALOt (a) The preparation of a etalement 
giving the infcn*mation desired would involve an amount of labour 
di||Mn^portieiiate lo the value of the result* 

(5) Tlie member is referred to the answer given to *’hia wtamd * 
questipu Mo. 90. 



t» NjbN-OFFICI^^lflOfBBP' BILLS. 

rtxilyta. 

, 47, BfbH HEM CHANDRA NAEKfeA^ (a) WiU tke H6u’ble 
•tMmber in char^ of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
• whether Government propoee to amalgamate* the tWo*1Pexi Book Com- 
mitt^s— one at Dacca and the other at Calcutta? 

(h) fs it proposed to restrict the numbsr of approV(e<i text books in 
each subject to foiy books only? r o r* 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether Che 
Government are cbnsidering the desirability of retaining the present 
system of approving good books without any restriction on the number? 

Tht'Hon’blt Mr. J. DONALDS (a) The question of the reorgani- 
sation ^ th^ Text Book Committees is being considered by the Director 
of Public Instruction. No final . decision has yet been arrived at. 

(b) and (c) The matter is 'under consideration. Authors and pub- 
lishers have been invited by the Director of Public Instruction to 
express their opinion on the proposed^ Text Book Committee rules. 


GoverniMfit pms work tfono through eontraots with private preeaee. 

48. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (n) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the amount paid for work done through 
contrafts placed with the outside presses respectively in the years 
from 1916 tq 1926? 

(6) Is it a fact that about one hundred men working in the Bengal 
Government Press, Calcutta, were thrown out of employment in the 
years 1920 to 1926 in consiiuenre of the system of placing contracts 
with outside presses? 

Tho Hon'hlo Mr. «l. DONALD: (a) A statement is laid on the 
Ijibrary table. Strictly speaking, this is not for work done through 
contracts, but for work given out as occasion requires which the Oov- 
ei^ment Press is not in a position to perform. 

(h) No one has been thrown out of employment on this account. 


Non-oflloial Mambirt’ BINi. 

Tlw Villig» (Aisssr^^-) DUt, Itfl. 

iHAH tViD IMDADUL HAQt I move for leave to introduce a 
Bill to amend the Bengal Ti^age Self-Government Act, 1919. « 



4i||} NON^FFICIM; MfiEHS’ BIIiA m 

fi|r< niBBtOENTi Does 'uiyV>d7 object W'the leav^ l)|i>nK gj^inf 

K| i|^jectiQn being taken, tbe motion was p^t and 

Secretary then read*the short title to the Bill. 

• • 

IHAH 2yED EMDADUL HAQi T move that the Bengal 
Sek^Ooremmeni (Amendmeit) Dill, 1926, be taken into ocnaideration.. 

He spoke i» vernaeular in support of his motion. .Ap English trans- 
lation of his speech is as follows: — 

** Theae are many things ili village self-government which require 
amendment. To that end I have also introduced Bills, but there ii^ 
a vast difference in demanding a thing and obtaining it from flovem- 
ment. The Swarajists and other nationalist members of the Council 
sometimes take an active pa^t in a thing and sometimes remain indiffer- 
ent. Not knowing what would be the* fate of my Bill previously intro- 
duced, I have made arrangemfenta for* moving another motion on 
the Bill introduced for amendment of section 21 only. In amending 
this section it has been sought to take away the supreme power from 
the hands *of the Magistrate. That is not unjustifiable. For it is not 
proper that the people will pay tax, hut their elected representatives 
will not have any power.' It must be admitted that the law of the Union 
Boards has been much more improved than the chaukidari law. For 
the welfare of the country Government are gradually establishing Union 
Boards in the place of the chaukidari panchayats, so I do not find any 
reason why Government would be reluctant to give that bit of |K)wer 
which has been bestowed under the chaukidari law. I want tl/ht this 
Bill may be i)as8ed and that immediately on its notifi(^ation in the 
Gazette the Union Boards may exercise |)owers under this law. If 
at this stage Government wish to amend or propose anything to it, 

I am ready to accept that.” 

The following motions were called hut not moved;— 

Bita AMULYA DHONE ADDY to move, by way of amendment, 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
within one month from the 16th August, 1926. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA to move, by way of amendment, thut the Bill be 
circulated for* the purpose of eliciting* opinion tbereoff within two 

months from the 16th August, 1926. 

• # 

TIM Hon^Wt MMimJa KBNAUNIBN OHANORA RAY UMm 
•f RiMlat We always find that the Shah Saheb takes a. very keen 
interest in introducing Bills in this Council. This interest is sometimes • 
mnbomsmg. However, I do not propose to take the ttme^ol the 
Comidl by speaking at any length on the merits or demerits of this 



iM «NON-OFFIOI4L MSHBESS' BllitiS. [IShn^ii^r 

I itnly my tlwt thi* if unworkalilv «tt»; tendm Oot- 
«niiiieiit mu«t diBS)r^ate ihe rushing tadticjs of introducing and pass- 
ing a BiB of this nature* in a single sitting «l the Council, especially 
'when the Council is almost at its list gasp^ In a previous session of 
ihiSj^ Council when a similar Bill #a8 introduced by toi JP^arendranath^ 
Chavdl^ri the main principles had already been discussed ^l^dbare 
Snd the Council threw out the Bill. Got^mment stick to the position 
then taken. I tl^erefore oppose the motion. , , t i 

«< 

IHAH SYED SMDADUL HAQ r^^idied in Bengali, the English 
translation of which is as follows: — ' 

** Sir, the Council has not on any occasion rejected the clause 
relating to the matter proposed in the Bill, and it appears that Gov- 
ernmei^t h&ve not at any stage denied or ppposed it. Once an amend- 
ment to this section was even passed by leaving out the words ‘ subject 
to the approval of the DistHct Magistrate ’ and, therefore, Govern- 
ment by exerting their whole strength,. jettisoned the whole Bill by a 
margin of one or two votes. So I have carefully drawn up this Bill 
in such a way that there might not be any occasion or cause for Gov- 
ernment to use their strength against it. So I hope that Government 
will not misuse their power on this occasion.’'^ 

The motion of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq was then put and lost. 

The following mofion failed: — 

•HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ to move that the Bill, as settled 
in Council, b<* passed. 


The Bengal Lootl SeH-Oovemnient (Amemimeiit) Bill, 1926. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: I move for leave to introduce a 
Dill further to amend the Bengal J^ocal Self-Government Act of 1885. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: Does anybody object to the leave being 
granted? 

No objection being taken, the motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretifry then read the short title to the Bill. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQi I move that the said Bill be taken 
into c(msideration. 

He spoke in Bengali in support of bis motion, an English transla- 
Uen ^ whiidi is as follows: — 

** Sir, thi^ are many things in the Local SeH4]k>veitaiie&t Act 
which Require amendment. ex-Minister, the late Sir Snrendra 
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In 


B^ecjee, liad admitted this, present in tkts Bill, I'wUk ^ 

^ f only witk im important matters, nainelyi t|at griduatel «ttd 
e^P^alent •Maiilvis wln^haTe passed from tke Ooimiiiient Ijfadfaasaa 
mi 3 ^ kaye the right to vote, •and tkat tk^ representatives of t!ie teackem 
«i»iiiky Ije ele^jtad«o!i the District Boards. Bven, ihe uneJiioated ▼Ulagere 
^ who pay Re. 1 as the tax or road cess* are entitled to vote,^ wkill tke 
gr^^aaies an4 ^sed Mau^yis who far excel them in leanibl and 
judgment and also pleaders and the mukhtears do not posseM SUidi* 
a right. If Government make •huy opposition in* this respect, ike 
people will take it for granted that they want to jhut out the learned 
people, an they are afraid of tlft latter lest they should scrutinise every- 
thing minutely and would scent misrule in every tainted breeie. Non^ 
can take any exception if the passed Maulvis are put on the same 
footing as the graduates, inasmuch as Government themselves consider 
them both equal. • 

Then my next contention is that the^ Education Sub-Committees of 
the District Boards constituted under section G5B should each contain 
at least a representative of thf i;pacherfi. It appears that up till now 
in no suc(j Sub-Committee has any teacher been ele<‘ted as a member. 
So I have taken particular care in drawing up this Bill that the powers 
would still remain in the hands of the District Boards but they would 
not, as before, be able to leave out the representatives of the teachers 
from the Sub-Committees. It is of the utmost im|iortance that where 
there is provision for three primary tea<*her Members, at least one 
should be represented in each Education Sub-Committee and take part 
and give his views in the discussions on granting money for primary 
education for which every year Rs. 20 or 25 lakhs are grante<t to the 
education funds of the District Boards. Besides, unde^ the Funda- 
mental Rules it has been provided to spend a large sum for primary 
education out of the funds of the District Boards. So, it is extremely 
unjust that the representatives of the teachers should be omitted from 
the Sub-Committee. 


I hope Government would not oppose it. But if Government promise 
that in future they would write to the Divisional Commissioners and 
make arrangements for taking in the representatives of the teachers, 

I do not wish to fight it out in the Council. I paui^ for a reply from 
Government as to what is their intention.’’ ' • 

The foUowing motions were called but not moved 

e 

Bata AMIILYA DHONE ADOY and Mr. P. N. QUHA to move, 
by way of amendufent, that the Bill be circulated for the fiurpoee of 
eliciting opinion thereon within one month from the 16th August, 1926* 

tilt mMM AMarala KtHAUNiiM OMANIIIIA BAY fMMiM 
if Madia: Sir, in the Statement of Objecte and Beaeone^the Mbik SkUb* 
iiya 4kat if aH tke amemtaenta are l^pugkt in it will requite paMic 
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c • ' ‘ * * . 

ofiinion, and ^tUs flltali have to^be^giTen to tke Select Ckiininitlee, 
CbvelBiiieot agre^widh hifu that when tt|e Local Sell-Govermaent Act 
eonief amendment, public opinion d||o«dd be cofiaulted and 

k^PoireniiiientVi j^oposala for amendment require conaideration b^ 
tbe Select Committee. The Sbab Sabib* iowever/ proppeee dis*^ 
peni^ with all tbeee formalitiee, and be wants to have tnis Bill con- 
sidei^ %nd passed in one sitting. On tb|t very grou|f]i, Sir, I oppose 
tbe motion. Tbe Sbab Sabib bas already admitted that these things 
may be done by the rukss, and so P do not tbinlc tiere is any neces- 
sity for legislation pn ibis subject. 

I 

iHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the Bengal Local 
Self-Qovemment (Amendment) Bill^ 1926, be taken into coDsiderati<m. 

He spof^e in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follow#; — 

0 

** As the Bill will be intrbdnced and published in tbe Gazette and 
that will create some sensation in the Qpuntry and Government would 
flot forget it totally, I am witbdraVing motion No. 32. I draw tbe 
kind attention of the Hon’ble Member in charge and the Secretary that 
they do something in translating it into work.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Tbe following motion failed : — 

•HAH 8YE0 EMDADUL HAQ to move that tbe Bill, sk settled 

in Council, be passed. 

« 


Tho CuloutU Ront (Ammidiiwfit) Bill, 1826. 

Dr. Hi Wi B. MORENO S Sir, I beg leave to introduce a Bill 
further to amend the Calcutta Rent Act, 1920. 

Mr. PREtlOENTs Does auv member object to tbe introduction of 
the Bill. 

. Mr. P. N. GUHAs Yes, Sir, I object. 

Mr, PREflUENT! Dr. Moiv^no, in that case you should make a 
short statement. 

Or. H. W. B. MORENO I Sir, in a vety short statement at this 
stage I need only say that the Rent Act is necessary fm* the reason 
^ ia jWcittta 1mm pot ajtfrqd 

of no ?alue* H|«t in Calcutta is still very l^b, especially 
tbtft caiiy » rental of Rs, 250 and dowpi|prds. I shaB W ^ad 
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iij^prmissian is giyen to me latei^on when LmoT| lor ihl eonsiduhi^m 
offlU BiUjU) di»l with this question in detaif^nd puf my case thorough* * 
ly liefore ^e House. At the pr^ni moment I do not wisff to oocup^. 

time of ,the Coundil. And if the Council accepts this motion , 
' 1 HwH thaM may be allowed a chance Jater on, when the Bill is taken 
into consideration, for putting my case fully before the Housia * 

% . * A ^ 

A motion was then put and lost. 


Nofuofllcial Bittinusu. 


Rutofutiont 


(Oil miUort-ol gonoral pubiio intoroit). 

Free and oot^lsmit jr oduoalj^ju 



Muilvi RAJI8 UDDIN TARAfDAR: I move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that the system of free and compulsorj' 
primary educatioA be immediately inaugurated in Bengal. Hn spoke in 
Bengali in support of his re‘»olution, the English translation of which 
is as follows ; — 

Mr. President, the urgency and usefulness of the resolution moved 
by me on behalf of the depressed and helpless |K)or class of Bengal 
need not be explained broadly. It is how much beneficial tho 
present need and demand of the country is only intelligible by tho 
learned men of Bengal. I had many opjwrtunities to visit many 
prominent places of Bengal and have seen in every pla(‘e a class of 
men who are contributing much to the ease and comforts of the big 
und great men residing in the lonely comer of the poor cottages* 
They Jiiave got no pleasure, no leisure to think of their own^good but 
are toiling by the sweat of their brow just like the Negroes. This ia 
principally due to their being deprived of the light 6f education. As 
long as they are not given chances to educate themselvqg no fruitful good 
of the Country is to be solicited from them. This vast province Af 
Bengal is being dwelt by millions of men, but soiTy to potA that alter 
a Icmg long period of British role only 7 per cent, of th# total popula* 
tion can yet read and write. This is no doubt a black spot on thw 
character of the British rule. The figure I have mentioned #above is 
again restricted only among the big men and rich ofiUcers erf the oouwtfy. 
To speak the truth, country is principally represented by tenants end 
labourers, piese tenants and labourers are entirely ^prived irf the 
light ol eiuoariiin. As long as Government take an active step as to 
the spread ^ line and compulsory prha^ education in BenjU, w» 



tn Bi^Lirnoirs. . [i^A^ 

canQ^ ezp^tita see the country on t^ way of civilisation and cnltnis. 
Under th^ weighty Wsdbs this day 1, in snpjKirt of my resolution of 
fpnsading «lree and oompalsory primary education in Bengali, invite the 
'Ndnd attention of the members of thelDouncil«’’ 

* * ^ 

^At this stage the Hon*bIe the I*resident left the 0bamb^ and 
Babu Jtftindra Nath Basu took the chair.) ^ 

•HAH •YM*EliimOUL HAQni move, •by \fraf 6f amendment, 
that in motion of Maulvi Bajib Uddin Tarafdar — 

Q ^the woid ** immedi^ly be (fitted ^ a nd 

(it) that the following be added at the end, namely: — 

c 

y and until it is so done, schools, imparting free and com- 
pulsory primary education be established at least in every 
thana.” 

« 

He spoke in Bengali in supporl* of ^his motion, the English trans- 
lation of which is as follows : — 

“ Sir, to dispel the darkness of ignorance, education is light, and 
without it men imbibe the nature of beasts. As more than 95 per ( ent. 
of the peo{)le of this country are in this state, the result has been 
constant riots and disturbances. Government try to prevent the 
recrudescence of riots by posting punitive police or by increasing the 
police strength, but they have not gone deep to the root. So long as 
the pA)ple of this benighted country are not made conscious that they 
can make dij^tinctious between good or bad, friends or foes, by impart' 
tng education, there would be no end of dissensions. Therefore, the 
only remedy for bringing about perpetual peace in the countiy lies in 
the introduction of primary education. In comparison with other 
civilised countries the amount of grant for education in this country is 
too small. Moreover, the major portion of that sum is spent on higher 
education and in paying fat salaries to the staffs of the high educational 
institutions, which only turn out a large number of service-hunting 
candidates. In spite of these shortcomings, Government are still increas- 
ing the expenditure on high education, neglecting primary education. 

In fairUess^ Government cnnnot put up any opposition to the original 
resolution, bnt puffed up with the strength of votes as they are, they 
care very little for what is just or unjust. So even if they do not 
agree to, my resolution, they may at least accept this Amendment; with 
this end in my mind I have introduced it. 

In this Council twice my reeolutimi for making additional grants to 
As Aepressed passes was pissed. But in fact no steps have .been tak^ 
in that matteri^ Tke state of education anumg the Mnkammadaiui ttre 
tar wcSie than thabanmog tV depressed classes. If dovmnuMit leallt 
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«||| to ostabluk peace iu the oqiaii£ry» then indtea^ ol tiijereiai^g ih» 
cjp^ of the police they should increase tfa% ex^nditure for piinary ^ 
e<||iaticni which would wemove the iin^orand of the peoplo and make 
tl^RIh law-abiding. The h^st cou^ for Government would be to frami#* 
^ Iwwl making pfimary education free and compulsory.*’ 

tUVIlNDRA NATH RAY: I am extremely pleas^ to see 
jQ j hnn*ble friend Maulvi Raij b„IJddin .Ta ^dar has fnrwaaid. 

t his res olut ion ^cmnmending td the Govenftnent that the sjrstem of 
fr^ and compulsory primary'"Mu^Ioi rT)e immf di atel^^ 

haa~3[readv b^n inaugurated in the Calcutta 
municipeilty and in some of the mufassal municipalities in Bengal 
after the passing of my Primary Education Act in 1919. My Act is 
confined to the municipalities and the union boards. Tl | e resolution 
of my friend is no doubt a»very ambitious one, but is there oilh single 
gentleman in this Council who woulJ n^t like to see Iree a>ia compul- 
sof y^ducati on^im partecnhroug^out tbe length a nd breadth of this 
country? It was with this dehirygand only as a thin emt of tlH^wedj^r 
that after^two years of hard toil that I got* niy Primary Education Bill 
passed. Though we hear from the Government side times without 
number that you cannot get self-government hec’ause you are not fit 
by education to get it, because your masses are sunk deep in ignorance, 
the complaint of us all has been that no real endeavours have been 
made by Government to try to spread educating among them, to take 
steps to uplift them. When my Bill was passed, I was informed that 
provision of five lakhs of rupees wemid be made in the budget of the 
year to make raj^ Act a success. However, I eventually came fo learn 
that only a lakh of nipees was provided in the budget agd my friends 
would be surprised to hear that even this lakh of |*upees was not spent 
on the item of expenditure for which it was pnivided, but a good 
portion of the amount was spent in some school for Europeans a( 
Kurseong. It was anticipated that primary education being one of 
the transferred subjects, it would thrive under the Minii^ers. But 
we were sadly disappointed. No doubt there was Mr. Biss’ scheme, 
hut we want the establishment of schools and not schemes. We have 
had enough of conferences and schemes and committees. I stated in 
introducing my Free Primary Education Bill in 1917 that in some*of 
the Indian States, notably Baroda and Mysore, prijnai^r education 
was free and^ compulsory. Allow me to quote the folloering from my 
apeech: — 

** In anewer to Ay question I received the fcdlowing reply ft*o»i the 
Oommiesiemer of Education, Baroda State:-— 

' (/) Primary edncaiion is free and compulsory in the Baroda State* 
(i) the Stale bears aB the expeneec of such educatioou. 

{#} n ie emnpiiliory m reepeet to hays aad. gtfle both/* 
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Secretfti^ to the Eduoatioii of the Mysore Hlate wrote 

to* me as follows :ir- * • 


* The ^introduction of the comp^sory •education scheme has been 
wnctioned in the case of 238 centres and tife scheme is in iuU opera-^ 
tion«in 144 centres. Primary education is free in all the^Govelnment 
schools,* but small contributions from tb^ villagers are levied in the 
'case of village aided schools/’ ^ 


This was ih f917 sihce which fear education £as made greater 
progress in those Spates. We are quite surprised to see that whereas 
administration in British India should & a model to the Indian States, 
rit has come to this that these Stales should serve as models to the 
British ^Goveniment. What is the cause of the backwardness of educ4^- 
tion in British India? There is no enthusiasm among the officials to 
spread 4bducatiou among the masses, everything is done in a humdrum, 
monotonous style. The people of the country may cry for a higher 
ideal of life, for the uplift of the masses who compose the real nation, 
but the Government of the country ^is‘ apathetic. We find from the 
Administration Report of Bengal for the year 1924-25 that approximately 
6-(i per cent, of the total Hindu (male) population and 5*3 per cent, 
of the Muhammadan (male) population were underhung instruction 
in primary schools at the close of the year. We find that the total 
direct expediture on primary schools for Indian hoys amounted to ahouf 
49i lakhs of rupees of ‘which only 4T*89 ]>er cent, was met from public 
funds and 62*11 per cent, from private sources. ’ 


0u|| complaint is, and has always been, that Government is in- 
different to the real needs of the people and has never taken up the 
question of priraarj' education of the people with the laudable desire 
of making the country fit for self-government. I shall quote only a 
few figures to show what the intention of Government has been as 
-regards this subject. We find from the Civil Budget Estimates of 
1926-27 that in 1925-26, the actual budget estimate under the head 
** Primary Education ” was Rs. 23,46,000, hut in the revised budget 
of the same year it was reduced by nearly a lakh of rupees, it 
was put down at Rs. 22,54,000 (p. 132). I find, howaver, for the same 
year that under ^he head of ** Criminal Investigation Department ” 
the budget estimate for the pay of inspectors was Rs. 95,0^K); revised 
estimate was one lakh of rupees; pay of sub-inspectors was Rs. 31,440; 
revised estiifihte, Rs. 34,000; assistant sub-inspectors, Rs. 4,392; 
revised estimate was Rs. 5,000 (125); so there has been increase all 
round. Again, in page 108 of the Civil Bndgef Estimates we find 
under the heading “ Presidency Police — Pay of assistants and clerks ** 
Rs. 10,100, but in the revised estimate we find it increased to 
Rs. 1,05,000. We have no objection to these increases, but the loot 
is that when ihe question of increasing the expenditure i.n primary 
education is concerned, the stepmotherly affecHon of the Hon'l^ the 
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Member becomes mc»re ^kan maeflMt. ISki lo^«>be 

fiiutocial condition \)f ttfe jAoirinoe would not < 
aUil eren 'of any deceni sum being spent on the transteiTfll subjuW;^^ 
anil I need bardly say thai “ PriJary Education ” is tke most impoflp{* 
«ant of .these^trdhsf erred subjects. Now^ that we need not bo afraid of 
tbe payment of contribution of 63 lakhs of rupees to the Ceutt;al*Oov- 
ernment as Bengal’s contribution on account of Meston Award, there* 
cannot be prei^x^ op tlye part of Government of shortness of funds. 

It grill be the duty of those who* will be in charge of the transferred 
subjects to keep a lynx eye ovej the actions of the iftep mothei: and tbe 
stepbrothef, I mean the Finance Member and the Fjnance Secretary, 
and if the portfolio of primary education be then under a Minister* 
with a niggardly pittance to administer the Department of Education, 
it should be his duty to resign his Ministership and pnadasm ^at all * 
his attempts to co-operate with Government have proved fruitless and 
that sympathy of Government towards* transferred subjects is not 
really sincere. 


• • 

Where there is a will there is a way. If the Government is really 
anxious to spread education among tbe masses, Government can do 
so in many ways*. Let us look at what the Calcutta Corporation has 
been doiftg for the last three years. In fact it has to a la»*ge extent 
solved the question of free primary education among the pm»r — both 
Hindus and Muhammadans of Calcutta. The Calcutta Corporation has 
made it abirndantly clear that the love of the educated people of 
Bengal for education is not lip deep but sincere and now that an 
opportunity has presented itself to it, it is doing its hest to spread 
education among the masses. The Calcutta Corporation primary 
schools were started in June 1922. I nofe their number Ixdow: — 


1922-23 

•• 

12 

1923*24 


.. 19 

1924-25 

•• 

.. 51 

1926-26 

.. 

.. 89 

3l8t July 1926 .. 


.. loo 


• 

1ft 1923-24 tbpy had 2,360 children in tBeir schools, of* whom 1,720 
were Hindus and 640 were Muhammadans. In 1924-26 tbe number 
went up to 6,128 (4,620 Hindus and 1,608 Mubamtnadane). 4n 1926* 
26 tbe total number of ohildren was 10,208, of whom 7,490 were 
Hindue and 2,718 were Mubammadans. The Corporation eq^nditure 
on primary gcboola amounted to Be. 94,813 in 1925-2B« Tbia ie an 
acbievemeiit of which anybody ought to be prond« Tbe Qtmmmuf 
ought %0 take a leaeon fr^ tbe Calcutta^Corporation. * 
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iillQt I^iuiise iaUed « mauAsa ivMdatioa 
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ykia rftfjom mgndu in thft r J> «imii. 

palaory primary edacatiop i immAdiAtidv thpo gglioat 

. Mr. l»RE«IDENTs Are you moving ygw resolution f 


Mmlvi EKRAMUL HIIQi No. 1 1 am not mov^g if, but I ani 
referringjo it in supporting the presenTresolution, i This oueatinir is 
n<jt ot all new to tlie House. The lio^v^ble Memltei's of Government 
,a8 well us the non-official memberg of this Council know*that this 
question came up before the House times without number, and unfor- 
tunately hopes were held out to us by Government that they were 
toking^tejA to introduce free and compulsory primary education as 
soon as possible. But, Sir, the. people of this country are quite an 
unfortunate lot and the hope <,hat was held out to us has not yet been 
realised, and we do not know how long will it take the Government 
member to draft this scheme and place it before the Council for its 
approval. But I hope that now that the matter is in the hands of 
capable men like the Hon’ble Mr. Donald and Mr. Lindsay, it will 
not be long before we get a Bill before this House introducing free 
and compulsory primary education in the land. What is it that this 
want of education has, brought about in this country P 

I should think instead of order chaos prevails in the land. Is it 
not this want of education that exists that is responsible for the 
strainel feeling Wween the Hindus and Muhammadans? I feel per- 
fectly certain that if the people of our country were thoroughly 
educated the Hindus would never think of going against the Muham- 
madans or the Muhammadans of wounding the religious or other feel- 
ings of the Hindus. But at the present moment there are persons 
who are engineering the plot for their own benefit. If the people were 
educated, be sure of it, that the first goonda that would be hired 
to break the head of his brother would break the head of the hirer 
and not of his brother. If we want to do good to the country, the 
one thing that we should do is to introduce free and compulsory 
primary education. How is it that in spite of the heavv expenses that 
you have Wn incurring on the Police Department you have not been 
able to check -the crimes? The reason is not far to seek. How is 
i4 that in apfte of the high emoluments you pay to the police they 
aw still corrupt? They would not have been so, if the people ware 
edimated!- They would have taken all steps to ghard tbemwlvee from 
their exactions and to bring all the culprits to justice. Prom that 
p^t of view also it is the duty of Ooverament to see that the pM}de 
«f the mi>tr^.m educated. Further, Oovenment is tiping its beet 
to aee that agricultural conditioas aw improved and iaduetries intra- 
^oed m this land, bat with what result? I should ttiidc that uo 
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results h&re aocnied to thescoentfy. The reeioii is |hai i«v t}ia 
ll^leee the departments 4re not efficienf an<f int the second pUiee 
wliflhvei' advantages (government have* been able to tsecure loe 
the psople have not been tat^en a^antage^ol by the people themielv4l^' 
fon laelc of education and lack of education alone. If^yoii. 
take the Pubiic Health Department into consideration I must ja^ that 
so far as this defmrtment is Concerned it is doing* very good a’ork, but* 
with what res^Jt^ Jhe^same old story is repeated Jiere. The people 
cansiot follow all that is told to*them by the Public bealth Depart- 
ment and consequently they take no interest. Jf they had been 
educated fhey could have understood all these things, bnt now, even 
when they are only partially edudhted, they are able in some places-* 
to combat malaria, kala-a*ar, as well as other diseases. If yon want 
to improve the health of the country, if you want the p^ple to be 
robust, then it is your duty 4o see that primary education is intAduced 
in the land. Then again, take for inslaqpe, the self-governing institu- 
tions that we have introduced in the land; because the people lower 
down are not very much educate^ they are not able to force the hands 
of those wjio guide their destinies. If they had been educated they 
would have been able to keep them straight and compel those persons 
to follow that particular policy which would bring al)oMt relief to the 
suffering* public ; but because they are not thoroughly educated their 
representatives can do whatever they like, with the result that on 
account of the doings of persons who are evilly (fisposed self-governing 
institutions Are not a suctms. To my mind, Sir, the one remedy for 
all our ills is nothing but free and compulsory primary education for 
the country, and the sooner the Government are pleased to tafe this 
matter up in hand the better for the country and l)etter for»the Govern- 
ment itself. 

TN Hon’Ilto Mr. DONALD: Sir, I should like to intervene at 
this stage of the debate. My point in doing so is that I want to get 
an expression of this Council's opinion on a practical issu^ arising, 
out of this problem. No one has made any reference to what has been 
going on in regard to this matter outside the Council on which I 
have had to deal questions in this House. It is in J:he knowledge of 
members of this House that conferences were held by Mr. LindsaV 
with the district authorities last cold weather on a Schelde Ibr primary 
education. Hat scheme, I may say, is now under extifmination by 
Government. 

I do not wish to 'argue the case as to the necessity for •free and 
compulsory primary educatwn : I went e practical questicn ^ to be 
considered, end that is the ffnancial one. If we are to have a schema 
lev frae ami oompulsmy primary education, we must have money, and 
we cannot have that money at present from the Piuvinciil exe|Mit«t» 
iw ihe *present conditton of our finances* Babu 8urendi% Hefa Bay 
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lulf t|ilk«d"fb«ut the poMibilitihe of fnding money now thnt omr 
, vinoial contribution has been remitted. do not think he has been 
stn^png tiie subject lately, or he would ^haee realised that the 
*^kicial contribution may be in jeopardy through considerations arising 
out of the exchange value of the rupee. But even if^ we go on as we^ 
are now we should not have money to finance a scheme lixe this. We 
jhall require at least a crore and a half fo^ this scheme, but we should 
he content with a^ crore for the present to m^ke ^ sjart. We cannot 
find this from our existing income. ' 

Mmilvi EKRAMUL HUQ: Why not oorrow? 

Tha Hon*bla Hr. DONALD: I should have thought that Maulvi 
Ekramul Huq knew more about finance than that. 

At fhe conferences with the authorities there was put for- 

ward a proposal for an educat^n cess of 4 or 5 pies in the rupee as a 
means of securing the funds necessary for a scheme of free and com- 
pulsory education. I should like to* get the opinion of the Council on 
this iflfea this afternoon. The thing is — we must have money to make 
a start with the scheme of free and compulsory primary education. We 
do not want a dead letter Act like Babu Rurendra Nath Ray’s Rrimary 
Education Act which has not produced any compulsory primary educa- 
tion. In this connectiqn I may say that we have provided all the money 
that is wanted in connection with schemes already put into operation. 
The budget provision has always been up to the demand. What I now 
desire to know is what the Council think about this proposal of 
an education cess of 4 or 5 pies in the rupee. 

ft 

(The Chairman, Babu Jatiudra Nath Basu, was g^>ing to put 
the question.) 

Tht Hon’blu Mf* DONALD: I do not want to close the debate, Sir, 

1 want ai^ expression of the Council’s opinion on the proposal put for- 
ward by Government. But if the debate is really going to be closed, 

I should like to move an amench neni. 

^ Maulvi IKRAMUL HUQ: 1 think the Council ought to be <iuite 
prepared to pay a small amount of educational cess and the Govern mant 
in its turn borrow for this purpose and pay interest fitup the balance 
that is left to the credit of Government. 

Dr* Ha Wa Ba MORENO: With regtud to the question of eduoa*^ 
tional 8bss, I think it is most important that if we are oat to get idl 
the benefits ol^lree and compalsoiy primary education eegag sacrifice 
ought to be made by the people of Beagal for the futnre good of tb# 
ooutttryi and now that we hav^ a very valuable scheme put lorwiod by 
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i* Lind^y which is under the contidfration of Goverameul^ we should 
di ^ur best to assist Governjuent towards in^roduetihni Th^ 'has ^ 
bll^a good deal of talk in this Council about the necessity of having* 
si^ a system of free pinnaty education, but when the real issue of fti&. 

placed befoi^ it we seem to shirk it altogether. We all agree to tne , 
princfple tlWkt free and compulsory primary education is a great deaddera- 
turn for the people. There^s not the least doubt that if free mnfl com- 
pulsory primorj education were introduced in the province most of th# 
evils in the fitf £fnd villages would disapiwar. l*h(^ whole question 
reSblves itself to this — who is going to pay the piper and call for the 
tune. I^think the people shotld accept the suggestion of the Hon’ble 
Member in charge and shoulff be^prepared to j)ay their hit. 1 should 
like to see, speaking on behalf of my own community, that free an3 
compulsory primary education should be extended to the AngKi-lndian 
community. At the present moment we })ay very highly fft' educa- 
tion of our little ones and *I take it 4hat Government will provide for 
all the communities in sucdi a scheme. •! trust, Sir, that this Council 
will accept the pro}io8al w'hicli^has been put forward in a fair and open 
manner by the Hon’ble Mr. Dontfld, 

• 

Maiilvi SAYyED SULTAN ALi: In my opinion free and* compul- 
sory pripiary education should be immediately introduced in the country. 
The Hou’ble Member in charge wants that this (’ouncil should accept his 
proposal of imposing an education ce.ss to meet the entire expemii- 
ture of the scheme. I think Government ought not to shirk their ics- 
ponsibilily in the matter. It would be better to meet the expenses 
jiartly by levying an educational cess and partly by a contribution from 
the^provineial revenues. This would be (|uite fair and ju-^t. Tf, how- 
ever, tlie G(;veiumeiit are obstinate in the matter and wanWo shirk their 
responsibility we will have no otlier nlternative than to accept the jno- 
posttl of the Hon'ble Memlier. 

M«tifvi ABDUL GAFUR: 1 was going to suggest the ver>^ thing 
which my friend! Maulvi Sayved Sultan Ali haa just made. •There cun 
be no question as to the dire necessity of free and compulsory primary 
education and though the people of Bengal are already very hetivily 
taxed the Muhammadan community, I think, in spite of their being 
poor, W'ould be ready to pay any educational cess if it benefits them 
alone, provided also that any such sum realised may* not be utilised* 
for any otber*purpose than education, ^ 

An my friend, Maulvi Sultan Ali, said just now, if the Oovem- 
mont can find their way to provide the money wanted, then well and 
good, but if they cannot meet all the cost, then Bengal will aieet it, 
even by taxation. This much I can say that let the Hon’ble Member in 
charge oi the Department of Education come forward with definite pro- * 
poeala and we shall be very glad to conaider them. 

* ‘ 12 
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' Mr. It. C. IhAY ChAuOHU^I I This question of compulsory primAiy 
edtication h&s*been before for a IcSig time and it is h^ time that 
• i»pme definite steps were <taken to cairy it out. It 'is & 

.^H^tion o) an education cess or s^pe other cess^ that will furnish 
c funds. If the bovoniment is determined t£e probleiii of funds nuiy 
be s^flved. What 1 am going to say is that in the cqntinejt of Europe 
n Franee, Austria, Belgium and elsewhep they flont premium bonds 
to raise money for public institutions but why in India can we not 
follow the practice and float premiumrbonds or' evefi ^nual lotteries or 
sweeps and utilise the proceeds for primary education. The Royal Cal- 
cutta Turf Club have raised lakhs and la^hs by Derby Sweep, year after 
,year in this way. Why cannot Gcvernmerit do that? In Austria, 
Germanj^ and France many public institutions have been built out of 
premium bonds and even public debts have been repaid by proceeds of 
bonds, and why cannot the Government of IJengal do so? You say that 
you re(iuire a crore of rupees every year. Cannot the Government 
promote annual lottery to raise one crore everj' y^r say for first 10 
years. I think the people of Bengal alo|j|^ will like a major portion of it. 
My friend, Mr. Campbell-Forrester, fiere says that the Town Hall has 
been built by means of a lottery, and several big buildings have been 
erected in this way. We should give up our 8ui)er8titiou« idea about 
lotteries and sweeps. The Royal Calcutta Turf Club is doing it every 
year, and surely we, the Indian people, can do it. It is no longer ft 
question of religious ur moral 8crui)les. Government must explore 
possibilities and to see whether the continental system of raising funds 
cannot be adopted here. With these words I commend the Hon’ble 
Mr. Donald to inquire into this question of the continental system of 
premium boqds and also about the feasibility of promoting State educa- 
tional lotteries. Without such extraordinary metho<l of raising money 
foundation of compuKory priuiarv edu< ali(;n cannot he laid. 

Tim Hon’Me Mr. d. DONALD: I have just one or two remarks to 
make. Babu Surendra Nath Ray has said that where there is a will 
there is a way. Well that way is taxation and I am glad to liave had 
the opinions on the subject. Maulvi Sultan Ali says that the 
expenditure might be met partly by Government contribution and 
partly by the imposition of an .education cess, while Maulvi Abdul S 
Gafur wants to make sure that the money is not diverted to the other 
purposes of Government, Well our idea is that all the money collected 
‘ in the form of a cess together with such provincial coAtributioiii as 
are made should be placed in the hands of a local educatiniial i^uDiority ; 
it will not go to the cnffers of the Government ; it will go to .a local educa- 
tional authority who will spend the money on primary schools and 
see that the boys go to school. As regards the gambling idea of 
Mr. S. C. Chaudhuri I shall take this .into oonaideSation. But 
it is our intention within the next montk or two to publish our ideas oa 
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bole subject regarding the^est slid a scheme of j^rimairy 

that there will be an oftportini4y fer*tbe general 
and* the memberi of this Council to 'consider thwn^ Our pra^ 
are in fact now b^n'g drafted. iL will be seen.from >11 ihalK^ 
said tW •Pcannot accept the resolution as it stands. But I ai| 
I»^reih"^i^ei%iiv*Vr“§^^ will aarree to alter it to 

foiSTws:^ . 7 % : 

This Council reconinienda tg the Goveriunent that* steps be t i^lkaa 
i|i#h as little delay as possible for the inauguration of a system of free 
and compulsory primary education in Bengal.*' * 

f Miulvf RAJIB UDDIN TARAFDAR: I accept the ameiulment pre- 
ssed by the Hon’ ble Mr. Donald. » ^ 

The amendment of Shah,iSye<l Emdadul Hnq was then,*by llave of 
the Council, withdrawn. • 

The following resolution was then put and agreed to: — 

'* This Council recommends td Ihe Government that steps be taken 
’ with as liftle delay as possible for the inauguration cl a system of 
free and compulsory primary education in Bengal.” 


Opening the mouths of the rivers Bara] and Naraii. 

Haji LAL MAHAMMAD: I move, that this Council recommends to 
the Government that steps be taken to open the mouths of th% rivers 
Baral and Narad and other khals which join the river Podma in the 
district of Raishahi, with a view to restore the health of^he villagers 
living on tlie banks of that river and those khals. 

He HiK)ke in Bengali in sup|Kn t of lii.s motion, I lie English trans- 
lation of which is as follows : — 

” Sir, formerly the pure water of the Padma used to inundate the 
Rajshahi district and that was very beneficial to health and cultivation. 
But for the last few years the junctions of the khals, rivers, bhils, etc., 
having been silted up, the water of the Padma cannot enter into them. 
For want of current water the water-hyacinth and weeds cannot mole 
on, ‘and consequently the water becoming stagnant givfw,ouf foul smell 
and prodiioo* ^^ei'iuus diseases. tSo, to-day, we find tfaht the whole 
district is ini the grip of kala-asar and malaria tfnd in many places 
special oenti^ have abeen opened to combat the ravages of the same. 
Ff^ ibe same ^rei^n cultivation is suffering heavily and in some places 
cultivation being impossible, the lands are lying fallow. To under* 
stand fully ^tbe sfi^us consequences arising from wapt of eurriut 
water, and the havoc created by the diseasM therefor, a relareuoa ia 
^e Census Bafwrt is necessary. If we qpnpan the Census Ee^eri of 
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tJ^ai(i?M921 we find iiat xtj^er the thanas Puthea, Baghmara, 
Durgapur and Mehafipnr "there has been -a decrease in the population 
12,065i Many thickly-populated places in Nator and Itajshahi 
'^^bdirisions have become desolate it courses of these few years. The 
* poor villagers have repeatedly prayed for redress, but*tb no effe<jt. 
ihe other hand, about two years ago some educated, respectable people 
• of Rajsnahi with a view ot bring back the lost health of the country 
and to facilitate cultivation, tried to renovate the dea^ river Narada 
of Rajshahi by re-excavating the dried-up khal, with the combined 
efforts of the cultivators and the respectable people of the country, but 
then owing to various obstacles and dHiculties overtaking Chem they 
' were obliged to abandon their noble*'mission. Since then the said work 
has been lying unattended to. Another instance might be cited here. 
About thal^ tirae some villagers by their united efforts also reclaimed 
the klfiil at Bhalukgachi Dhopaparn and for that a criminal case was 
brought against them, though ultimately that was withdrawn. It has 
been found that due to the alx>ve two efforts the crops of that quarter 
have decidedly improved and grown j;nffre lai-gely. Again, during the 
rainy season when tlie fields and meadows become impassable, the boat 
alone serves the jmrpose of transport, but in many places the water- 
hya(‘inth and weeds render it impossible for the Iwat'to pass over. So 
unless immediate remedial measures are taken, the whole Ttujshahi 
district will be depopulated and turned ijito jungles. I earnestly request 
the (fovernmeni to thke up this matter without the least delay, and 
to nip in the bud this seed of futuie unrest. ‘ Jbevention is better 
than cure.’ So 1 reiterate that mere establishment of hospitals uill 
not dS, but steps should be taken for reclaiming these natural water 
chatniels and making arrangements tor the supply of i)ur(‘ water every- 


where.” 


[At this stage the (k)uncil was adjourned for It) minutes.] 


[After the adjournment.] 

[At this stage the Hon’ble the President returned to the Chair.] 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia: Sir, I must admit that I could not hear about 99 per cent, of 
what the i.peuker said, but I shall deal with the resolution as 1 under- 
stand from wording. 

The resolution recommends that steps be taken to open the mouths 
of the Baikal and Narad rivers and other khals which the join the Padma 
in the Rajshahi district as a sanitai^' measure; the off-take of the Baral 
ia about 30 miles almve the Rardiuge Bridge : the Baral and other rivers 
in this looali]ty are declared under section 6 of the Embankment Act, 
in order to prevent interference with the regime of the rivers except 
nndei^" expert control, and as a safeguard against the out-flanking of 
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tlii Bridge. The BafaPat one tiije w^h a •active* 

c^nn^l of ^he Padma and by some is beltev^ to htPre been the main 
conrsef and it is ne(*essaty \ye very cautious before underfbking 
work designed JoJiicrease^the flow of water in it. If the Itaral agauT 
TJecam^ the main stream or an imiMu tavt branch of the Padim^ thi 
Hardinge Bridge would be left high and dry. Before anything vitix b# 
donh to improVe* the river, ii is necessary that the case should be* 
thoroughly exafniiech (ioveriinie^t are aware ^hat tlie country through 
whifch this river flows is malarious and an inquiry has l)een under- 
taken hv^the Public lleal^hA Irrigation, and Ai!*ricultural l)e|mrt- 
ments to ascertain what remtnlial^ measures arc possible. Uufil this^ 
inquiry has })een completed and lias been considered by (lovernment no 
assurance can be given one way or the other as to what action neces- 
sarv, and, tlierefore, I cannot accept the resolution. 

The motion of Haji I/al MahauimaA was then put and a(rieed to. 


ConiMoting the town of BsHmI with Caleutta by railway lina. 

Mr. P. N. CimA: Sir, 1 beg to move that this ttoumdl ivcommentU 
to the flfivernment to move the proper authorities to connect the town 
of Barisal with Calcutta by railway line. 

Sir, a few days ago a high Government official pointed out to me 
that during* the last two years I had worried the Government about 
the affairs of Barisal much more than any of the five elected membew 
of that district had done. He said that my nomination to this Council 
wn- not as a Barisal man, but as a citiaeii of ralcntta. •! agree, and 
I am sorry that I had to worry the Government off and on, but, Sir, 
whatever may be my jHisition in Calcutta, I cannot even for a moment 
forget that I was not only Inirn in the district of Barisal, but sjieiit i\m 
greater portion of my life and was connected with all sorts of public 
activities under the banner of my late revered lender, Balju Aswini 
Kumar Hatta. Sir, I am a temporary resident of (’alculta, but I pray 
to God that my body may be burnt to ashes by my kith and kin in my 
village home in the district of Barisal. Sir, I assure.you, and through 
you the Government, that I would never have worried them if the 
presentatives of my district, specially the two Hindu jmeifihers, wew 
not busy in walking in and out for achieving iwaraj fo8 all India in 
preference to giving any attention to the insignificant— — 

Mr. PREilDENT: Mr. Guha, you had better^come to ftie point 

Mr* P. N« CIIHAS Sir, the demand to connect Bariaal with tha 
metropolia hy railway is not a new one and it was e3Bfirasaed ao 
strongly by the people of the district first as was done by the ^ovem- 
mimt y>i Eastern Bengal and Assam 20ayears ago. Sir, it was in an 
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official lette* dtated IS^h Ajjril, I 9 O 6 , dddreued bj Mr. LeMesuri^f, wbo 
• wOB then the Coi&nission^r of the Dacca Division, and sijbseqwntly 
, Jedbme th# Governor of Bihar and Orissa, thaf he expressed his strong 
^ Msire to connect Barisal with the metropolis hy railn^ay. Sir, from 
that iime onward the people of the district have been clamouring for th^ 
line. It is a known fact that the Government of this country move 
'slowly, and it was not before 1914 that the proposal ashuhied a definite 
shape. On tha 11th M^rch, 1914, ^ notification appeared in th« 
Calcutta Gazette by which the lands were acquired, or were proposed 
to be acquired, in 16 villages in the district of Khulna, four villages in 
the district of Jessore, 40 villages ijji the district of Faridpur, and 48 
villages in the district of Bakarganj. This line, if opened, would have 
connected a good portion of Faridpur and Barisal with the metropolis 
by rai^ay,' 

The survey was finished buf the project was quietly abandoned. 
Even in October, 1917, Mr. Cowley, the then Secretary to Government 
in the Public Works Department, saidnn reply to a question by the 
Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishore Roy Chaudhury that the project was 
under considenition of the Government of India and of the Railway 
Board, but in Septtmber, 1918, the same Secretary in' reply to a ques- 
tion of the same hon’ble member said that the Goveniment of India 
had dropped the project. Well, Sir, no reason was given and the 
opinion of the people foncerned was not consulted, but the Government 
decided that the work of the line should not be i)roceeded with. The 
Blatter did not end there: an alternative route was again suiweyed, but 
that U'k) was abandoned in a similar way, and the jieople of the country 
did not knov anything about .the reasons for which Government gave 
up the project till 16th February last when in reply to a question of 
Mr. Fa*l-ul Haq the Hon’ble Mr. Donald said that the proposal of 
connecting Barisal with Khulna by railway via Madaripur was given 
up as the construction of the line would be injurious to the health of 
the population in the neighbourhood and that the Faridpur>Bhanga 
route was given up ns the line was unlikely to be remunerative, and 
M neither the local Government nor the District Boards concerned 
were in a position to give a guarnteee to the Railway Board against 
a (doss that was likely to be incurred. Sir, it will be seen that the 
Railway Board agreed to open a line : two surveys were made by spend* 
ing a huge spm of money and then it was given up on flimsy grounds. 

Now, Sir, the people of Barisal have to cover a journey of 218 
aatles forgoing home from Caloutta, partly by railway and partly by 
•teamers. In bygone days this distance had to be covered in the. rainy 
•castm in 24 hours and in the dry season in about 80 hours, but the 
. dutther of the Steamship Companies was disturbed when the Bail* 
way B^rd began lo survey the line and they then introduoed what is 
taw known as the ** Express Service.” We now cover the dfstaaoe 
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ill is hours. It is true that the traTeuers i^avcL saved hbeut S hoitrs’' 
tfiBMbf but yi® fete- of the mail has remained •unaltered. Postal articles • 
ais even now carried uhder the |)ld management » and a lAter poU^^. 
in Calcutta totday will reach Barisal in the morning day after to* | 
^orroV andeno addressee can get anything before noon on tboMwame 
day. Is it not preposteroii^ that people living within a distance of 
about 200 miles* should receive letters on the third day from the date* 
of posting P 
• 

Sir, I will not incur the displeasure of my friend Mr. Phillip by 
narratinj^* manifold grievance/ that we, the people of Barisal, have 
got against the management of ^he Steamship Companies which h# 
represents. On the contrary I take this opportunity of thanking him 
very much for the ready and sympathetic hearing he hj^ given me 
and the people of my district regarding the complaints that w/had to 
make from time to time. The SteamsJjip Companies are doing theii 
best to give us comforts, but I have no hesitation in saying very 


frankly that we, the people of*BgMsal, will not be satisfied even if the 
l)oats of ^Ir. Philli]) give us convenience and <omtorts as the mail 
carrying bouts of the P. A* 0. Company give to the passengers who 
travel from India to Kngland. Quickness in. action, (puckness in 
thought and quickness in transport is the order of the day and the 
constant efforts that are being made by the people of the civilised 
world to open air routes should be sufficient prove that no one in 
these days Jan remain satisfied in the anthpinted method (►f transporta* 
tion. Sir, mine is the only district in Bengal where there is not even 
an inch of railway lino, and this is a factor which has been iitlTised by 
the Steamship Company to earn a fat dividend. We hnv% not grudged 
this so long, but we are no longer prepared to allow this kind of things 
to continue. We are not prepared to remain outside the pale of civili- 
sation. It is a well-known fa(*t that a quicker mode of transport 
enables the people not only to develop* tl\pir trade and commerce, but 
it develops their mental equipment and power of thinking as well. 
We, the people of Barisal, refuse to remain in the background any 
longer. 


Sir, bad time allowed I would have certainly been able to prove 
the hollowness of the reasons advanced by tbe Government ^in adandon* 
ing the project and could present conclusive arguments to show that 
neither the consideration of the health of the people nor^he consider!' 
tion of alleged loss but it was the pet theory of 'canals that induced 
the Government to Jrive up the project. Sir, it was only a •couple of 
days jBkgo that I raised my voice of protest against the desire of the 
Government to open the Grand Trunk Canal, and it is a matter of 
sincere pleasure that the entire Council opposed the iDotion. I take • 
it that the Government will no longer utter a word about ^his ill* 
«dvis<^ project of Hr. Addams-Williame. Bir, there was, however, no 
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place where* ttfe vjice^of l^ie people could be effectiyely made audible 
* tp the authorities when the Madaripur Bhil route was opeijed, aad it 
^l^ythis route for the development o^ which ^tte project of connecting 
f Barisal with Khulna by railway via Madaripur was giv^ up. 

Sij, I do not think any useful purpose will be served Oy repeating 
^he old slories. What we now want is a railway line and the announce- 
ment made by His Excellency the Viceroy that the Ibailway Board 
contemplates the opening^ of so much ^as six thousand^ miles of railway 
for the purpose of alimulating agriculture, has raised our hopes again. 

Sir, my district is known as the g^nai^ of Bengal and it is a 
purely agricultural district. Therefore the Government can find no 
better place to select where they can commence the operation of the 
ambitious plan mapped out by our agricultural Viceroy. 

Cl 

In conclusion, I appeal to the,Hon’ble Member to accept my resolu- 
tion and advise the Government of India to resurvey the line and to 
commence the work as speedly as possible, specially in view of the 
fact that the project of the Grantf Trunk Canal has been so justly 
knocked on the head. ^ 


Sardar MAHAFE2X1DDIN AHMED: In supporting the^ resolu- 
tion I beg to submit that in these days of rapid communication when 
even unimportant places are being connected by railway lines, a most 
important districit which including its Khas Malial income, perhaps gives 
the Government more revenue than any other district, is still uncon- 
nected shy railways. We have got railway line extended up to the 
town of Bagerhat from Calcutta. The subdivisional headquarters 
station of Ibrojpur is only 13 miles off fix>m Bagerhat by land. 
Pirojpur is well reputed for its rice and betel-nut trading business, 
but the means of communication is the worst of its kind. The incon- 
venience is very greatly felt by, the pet)ple and the traders suffer to the 
utmost for want of pr(»pcr cmnmuiiicntion. Still the Government have 
not as yet thought it fit to take up the mutter to connect even this 
short distance by railway line, presumably, as some say, with the 
avowed object of safeguarding the interest of the Steamer Companies. 
Sir, this is the only solitary district in the Province of Bengal through 
wSich no railway passes. 

Under the^d ciirumstances, I submit that the resolution be given 
effect to at an earliest possible date. 

BilMI DEBt PR08AD KHAITANs In rising to speak on this 
resolution I must say at the outset that I am not rising either to support 
or oppose the resolution in the terms that it has been worded. But 
there are two*5mportant matters inter-connected with thil ph>blera to 
which T should like to "draw tha attention of Government, should they 
decide to forward a copy of tMs resolution to the Government of India 



witll their recommendations. Sir^ at’piesent the greatest need of t^e* 
cdhttsy is jthe necessity for* the ^reduction •of Atei and tares. The 
proUem of the development^ of railways, of Vhich this resolution 
forms a part, is very much*conne<‘t%d with the problem of the reduoaoi^ 
rate* and^fares. When Sir (dement recently met the memWrs of 
the Committee of the Indian Chamber* of Commerce, this quest^i of 
the* development of railwtfj^'s at Ihe present moment rcr5ia the^ 
reduction of rateg ajid ^res was discussed with him. I cannot « as » 
meichant, oppose the developmeift of railway!, hut th* primary <|ues- 
tion to be considered at preseqi is to which of the ^wo matters prefer- 
ence shoufd be given. We ay all aware that the (binem'v Commis- 
sion has recently reported that exchange should Ih^ stabilised at li. (W.* 
Although the Currency Commission held that adjustment iiajJ taken 
place in connection with the rate, still it is generally felt that no such 
adjustment has ns yet taUeii place. In these circumstance# it is 
necessary that all kinds of expenses ibujt he reduced to a miniiimm. 
The railway freight is an appreciable part of the cost that enters into 
the prices of commodities hy*th^«time that they reach the consumer 
or by thejime that they reach the place of export, and in order that 
full adjustment may take place, it is absolutely necessary that even 
railway rates and fares should be adjusted to the excdinuge at 1 ^, iuL 
which we are perhaps going to have in this country notwithstanding 
the unanimous opposition of all Indians. Now this matter should he 
thoroughly considered by the Government hefor(* any final de<'ision is 
arrived at ih connection with fresh development of railways l)efo)’e 
the existing rates and fares are fully adjusted to the present situation. 
Sir, the other point to which I should like to draw the attention of 
Government is the question of river transport. In AmenVa by reason 
of competition between railway and river transport, they have Wn- 
able to help trade and commerce to a very large extent. It is genei- 
ally known and felt in this province that the (juestion of water trans- 
port has not received that amount of attention at the hands of Govern- 
ment which it deserves. If the development of railways is to l>e 
carried on at the cost of river transport, I should say that Government 
should fully consider the merits of the case before coming to a decision 
upon further development of railways. If the railway is to be further 
extended, it would be a part of the Eastern Bengal Bailway. WV gll 
know that Eastern Bengal is not yet in a position even to pay that 
one per cent, which is due by it to the Government iff India. Now 
that problem will also have to be fully considered, because whenever 
any question is brought forward in the Eastern Bengal Railway 
Advisory Committee either to give increased comforts to third class 
paaaeagers or for the reduction of rates and fares or granting any 
kind of amenity, the reply of the Eastern Bengal Railway is that it 
ia not yef able to pay to the Government of India that5 one per cent. * 
which ^ is due by it to the Government of India as a fixed coiitr^ution. 
r therefore, hope. Sir, that the Gotemment, before coming to m 
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ill fdlly consider this inter-connected 


09 this question, 

, problem in order ^hat existing railways Inay not suffer — ^i^ order that 
^i^^ting tfade and commerce may receive its adjustment that is neces- 
i*hry under the* new order of things* * , 


t/ii Hofi’Me Mr. d. DONAlD: Mr. Guha has given us a msiury 
,of the case and I am saved the trouble going ove^ it again. * As 
a matter of fart the proper authorities have been ^lovec^and orders for 
;a traffic survey of the Country hav# been issued. ^ hope that %{ter 
hearing this Mt. (Juha will withdraw j^is resolution. 

» Mr. P. N. GUHA. Well, Sir* I am very much obliged to the 
Hon’blf Member in charge that he has already taken action in the 
matter. Well, that is very kind of the Government of Bengal and I 
'think •the peopHe of my district will be# relieved to hear that the 
Government of Bengal has already moved in this direction and a survey 
of the proposed railway line is likely to begin in the very near future. 
In view if this, I do not find any vtjlifv of jiressing the acceptan(‘e of 
my resolution. I therefore beg leave to withdraw' it. ^ 

The motion w'as then, by leave of tlie Council, withdinwn. 


Grant af ime lakh af rupaes to tho Burdwan Munioipality. 

In the absence of Muulvi Muhnmmed Yasin, Baja MiSniloll Singh 
Hoy of Chakdighi moved that this Council recommends to the Govern' 
ment t&at a grant of Rs. 1,00,000 be made to the Burdw'an Municipality 
*during the year 1926-27 to meet the coat of further improvement ol 
the Burdwan Water Works at a cost of Bs. 1,51), (100. He said: — 

“ Sir, after several most severe epidemics of cholera, it was thought 
that there should be a water-works in the town of Burdwan. In 1884 
the water-works w^as constructed. Since then no such epidemic has 
appeared dn the towm. In was working w^ell up to the year 1918 when 
tlie engines, pumps and other things came to a condition of collapse 
sand at an expenditure of Rs. 1,50,000 including the liberal grant of 
:about Rs. 80,tMX) from the Government, two oil engines, said to be new, 
were put on and other necessary improvements were tried to be effected. 
But now it is. found that they have not improved matters much and 
wouQd not improve much us the engines, since they w’ere put on, have 
lieen giving much trouble for reasons I need not dilate upon. The 
distributifon pipes of a foot calibre which were Ihid in 1884 are now 
thought to be not sufficient for the purpose of the present nee^ and, 
moreover, by continual use for so long a time about two inches pf it 
, liave silted up.^ There was an incessant demand for house connections 
4 ill the time. How witli the expansion of the town more house connec- 
tions are urgently needed ini^addition to the hydrants on the roade« 
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B^We cannot have them unless w% get new |^pe lines of calibre 

w» «ther, improvements; but, Sir, we hai;e not |ot the money to 
efi^ed all these improvenSiyite, For the reasons stated abov^^, we piMijri 
for a cx)ntribiltipn of Rs. 1 lakh and the rest we shall find anyhow^ 
'This ufill doei great deal of benefit to the people of Burdwan. lamay 
point out that^ the health oj the town will be iu great danger tinless 
the*pipes of greater calibre are put in in place of the existing ones,* 
as the drains ^hiah ^lavff been co||structed at % consideriible cost cannot 
be flushed for want of water and that uiiflushed drains are of a great 
mena(*e t(^ the health of a town is known to all. f, therefore, reijuest 
that the Government may l>e ifleas|d to see their way to kindly accede 
to our modest juayer.” ' * 

• 

The Hoii*ble Maharaja |C8HAUNf8H CHANDRA R/fV Miailur 
®f Nadias I sympathise with the Raja*Saheb for his anxiety to improve 
the water works at Burdwan. * 

A few years ago, sanction (ff (Jevernment was accorded to a scheme 
submitted Jby the Commissioners of the Burdwan Municipality for the 
improvement of their water works at a cost of Rs. 1. ,10.000 towards 
which Government contributed Rs. 79,384 and granted a bniri of 
Rs. 30,000. 

Government have no information as to what further injprovement 
is required and of its cost. The mover of the resolution should have 
seen that a schem(‘ was sent up to Government instead of Imaging 
forward a resolution in the Legislative (\)uncil. No amount ^un be 
granted unless a scheme is presented for examination. 

• 

A scheme, if sent up, will be treated on its merits. But the Raja 
Sabeb must rememWrr that Government have been lexceptionally 
generous to Burdwan Municipality by granting more than half tbf 
estimated cost of the last improvement of the water works. 

« 

Rftja MANILOLL 8INGH ROY of CiiAkdighi: Under the circum- 
stances I beg leave to withdraw the resolution. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

of tlw old tjfpo Madraaithi.^ 

• j 

In the absence of Maulvi Sayedul Hoque, Shah Syed Emdadul Haq 
^as permitted by the Hon’ble the President to move the following 
resolution — 

# • 

Thie Council recommends to the Gbvemment that Be. 2.00^00€ 
he earmarked every year in the Educattonal budget for the purpose of 
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improving |li« quality and standard fx)f education in old type Madras 

sails ” 

^11 the following amended form:-- ^ 

Ifaulvi 8AYEDUL HOQUJE: ‘ This Council recomijt'ends to thT 
Government that Rs. 3,00,000 be earmarl^ed every year in the Educa- 
•tional budget for the purpose of improving the quality and standard 
of education iq oW type, Madrassahs.** 

He sjMike in Bengali, the English translation of which iS as 
follows : — , 

r “ To-day I stand here to move fol granting an aid to the Madrassahs 
imparti^ig the old course system of education, tinly old people like 
me can ap^ireciate its necessity and will have every sympathy for it. 
Now-attlays we hear people say that the,Maulvis are resixmsible for 
the communal riots. But the sd-called Maul vis are not true Maulvis, 
nor have they got the teachings of the old course Madrassah. Such 
Madrassahs are day by day decreasing in number. The Maulvis taught 
under the old course were torch-bearers of peace, amity and generosity — 
exercised great influence m the masses and used to teach people tolera- 
tion. Under that education Islam had always showh liberality. The 
old course contained hundreds of examjiles of generosity, harmony and 
toleration — how the Urophet gave shelter and received cordially an 
infldel, and h(»w though the latter defiled his house he pardoned him 
and treated him well, etc., and such things had the salubary effect on 
the people in moulding their character and making them true men. 
But tK> Madrassah of the new scheme is vitiated by Western influence. 
The Madras^ihs of the old scheme are gradually becoming extinct under 
the influence of the new. Whether or not Government accept my 
resolution or amendment, I request them that in future they may 
giant some money for the old scheme Madrassahs. ’’ 

The Hofi’bit Mr. 4. DONALD: Sir, my simple answer to this 
resolutiort is that we are not going to spend any money on old type 
Madrassahs. They impart superficial training of an inferim type and 
turn out a clasi^ of people who for the most part do not develop as use- 
ful members of society. It w'ould be a backward move, and I am not 
prepared to accept the resolution. 

The motion* of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq was then put and lost. 

In the absence of the members the following motions deemed to be 
withdrawn : — , 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: This Council recommends Jto the 
Government to re(‘mninend to the Government of India to pass compre- 
, hensive legislation for the registration of the names and« addresses of 
individuals or partners carrying on business for gain in British India 
on the^ines of British legislation.’* 
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Ilabu JATINDRA NATH j* Tins douncil recommends 

tW| government that a sum .of Rs. 20,(XK) 4)e to ‘ t8e Oalcutfa 
Oiplianage*as a capital ^raut towards the cflst of ndditionaj laud ^4 
building required for the ftil^titutifn/' 

inquiry into tho incidents of Celoutti riots* 

• • • 

Bl®** PRESIDENT" Mr. Suhrawardy, have you got ])ernnssion of 
th^members nained in >^)ur resoMition? • * * 


Mr, fi, 8. SUHRAWARpy: I have secured the permission of the 
majority of them. " 


Mr, PRESIDENTS ill you please hand over their written (^nsentsP 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy fays he 
ha.s obtained the consent ot the majority’ of members of the proposed 
Committee. I sujjpose the formation of the Committee is an integral 
part of the resolution. I think* t Wit unless he gets the consent of all the 
members cannot move his resolution. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: There are seven memUus. Of them only two 
have reftised to serve on the Committee. Mr, Siilirawardy has secured 
the consent of the other five. So I believe he will be in onler to nu»ve 
his resolution in the amended form, that is, omfiting the names of the 
twc rentlenfen who have not given their consent. 

Mr, H, 8, SUHRAWARDY: The only two members, Mr. ^loberly 
and Mr. Ouj)ta, ha^e refused to serve. Sir, I shall first of all deal 
with the personnel of the Committee. * 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Please move the resolution first. Plea.se read it 
out in its amended form. 


Mr, H, 8. SUHRAWARDY: I beg to move that this Council 
recommends to the (jovernraeiit that a Committee consisting of the 
following ineml>ers of the Legi.slative Council be aj)p<dnte(l to make a 
public inquiry into the incidence and course of the riots that commenced 
in Calcutta on the 2nd April, 1920, and ceased on or about the first 
week of May, 1920, and suggest way.s and means fo prevent’a recurrence 
of similar occurrences in future and relieve the communof t^ension prevail- 
ing in Calcutta and in other parts of Bengal : — 

Raja Manmatha Nath Hay Chaudburi of Santosh; 

Jlaja Maniloll Singh Roy, cm.e., of Chakdighi; 

Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, k.c.s.i. ; 

Hadji Mr. A . E. Abu Ahmed Khan Ghuxnavi ; and * 
tjie mover. 
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It is opei to the Governn^nt, even though the resolution may be 
passed by th^ Counc^, n(|t to appoint the Committee, and the Council 
has no power by* which it can compel the Government tp accept its 
k^^lutionf It is also open to the Governmep^, even though the resolu- 
tion may not be accepted by the Cfouncil, to appoiuii any Committee 
that* it desires in the fitness ol things, and so far as thr persoWel is 
concerned it can only be in the nature ,of a recommendation or an 
* indication to Government, and it will be open to them at any time to 
appoint such members a# will best sefve the purpcrtsesf of the resolution. 
When I first tabled this resolution I inserted the names of three I^hro- 
pean members, but \wo of them are no Irfnger here on account pf changes 
in the representation of the Bengal ■Cliaml)er of Commerce and 
Mr. Moberly on behalf of Government is unable to sit on the Committee. 
I must* attempt to remove the misapprehension that has apparently 
been c|^atefi in the minds of both Government and the Hindu members. 
This resolution is in no way an attempt on my part to attach the Hindus 
for their degree of participation in the riots, nor is it an attempt on 
my part to show that the Hindus were^the aggressive party and that 
there has been differentiation in the 'treatment of Hindu and Muham- 
madan accused by the Hindu police. Neither is it my ^motive to 
show that the Government have not acted as they should have, nor to 
belittle their power and prestige in the eyes of the public. It ista sincere 
attempt on my part to bring about a solution of the problem that besets 
us, and if possible, to prevent a recurrence of the riots. Perhaps I can 
forecast what the decision of the Council is going to be, aiul no amount 
of cogent arguments on my part can alter the determination of the 
HindUc^members and the officials to oppose my resolution. 


Mfi Pi Mt CUHA: Sir, is there a quorum? 

The Council was at this stage adjourned for ten minutes. 

After adjournment it was found that the required number of members- 
to form a quorum were not present. 


Adjoumment 

t The Council Vas then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday, the 
20th AugU8<*, 1926, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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af tit lM8*l fiwniMlil ■iiilii tfic 

provWom tin CaMnamiit aT Imte Aat. 

* 


^ Th^ Council *11161 in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall^ 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 20th Anguat, 1926, at 3 p.m. ' 


PiMfit: 

The Hl»n’ble the Presideiity(Kuniar Sinn Siikkhakksvvar Ray) im 
the Chair, the four Hon’ble Memlers of the Executive Council, and* 
68 nominated and elected members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gen^^.kmen of the Council, — In alP pro- 
bability to-day is the last meeting of* the present Bengal Legislative- 
Council and perhaj>8 this is the last occasion when I shall have the 
honour of addressing you as ^oiy’* President. And, before w^e part,, 

I owe it to you to express niy heartfelt gratitude for the courtesy and, 
kindness which you have exteruhnl to me during the term of my 
office. * 

Gentlemen, no one realises it better than myself how trying at! 
times it must have been to some of you to remain kind and c^rurteous 
in the face of rulings which wwe not to your liking. But it is to 
your credit Ihut you bad been much more indulgent to me than I 
could have been to you. As your President it has fiften been my un- 
pleasant duty to rule out of onler your <|ueHtioiis, resolutions and 
motions which undoubtedly were of considerable importonre to you, 
but inadmissible under the Rules. I know how aggrieved one would 
feel in such circumstances, especially when one exp<*cted a special’ 
consideration for the very friendly relationship existing between ns. 
Believe me, gentlemen, that whenever such a thing happened, no ohe 
felt more miserable than I did, • 

Gentlemen of the Council, you are pleased to place roe in a posi- 
tion of great trust and responsibility. You expected me to hold the 
balance evenly among the various parties in the Count^il and you made* 
me responsible for the maintenance of the power and privileges of the* 
Council, as also its dignity and honour. I do not knew now far I 
have succeeded in fulfilling your expectations, but it lAs been my 
earnest endeavour, throughout my career as your President, to reach' 
the ideal you set for fiie and my greatest satislaciion is that iif making 
Uie atlempi I have been all along encouraged by your good will and* 
kind. ee-<^»erat ion. 

Qentlelliei, parting is always sad and ii is all ike ifiore so when* 
we do not know whether we are Rkefy to meet again under thu same* 
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.^nditions. 1 however wish^ you ^11 success at the elections, anc 
-whatever happeij^, J shrfll ever cherish rwith gratitude the memory o 
t^e kind ^consideration #hich I have receive^ from you, ^oth bMcial 
tend non-officials. r C 

Before I sit down, gentlemen, I crave your indulj^ence tc jrefer ^ 
the Joyalty and devotion with which the officers and tfile staff of th< 
Legislative Department have served meT. I would never forget th( 
patience and ^rej^diness with which they have alj alo^ helped me. 

Gentlemen of the Council, I thank you all once again for the idiid- 
ness you have shoft^n to me and wish you farewell. 

MTi Ri Bt WILSON: On behalf of the European Members, and, 
on my* own behalf, I would like to address a word to you before the 
Coun^l is ‘prorogued. 

I cannot lay claim to any dong service in the Bengal Legislative 
Council but I hope that the attention I have given to the work and to 
the procedure has at least enabled me, to form some opinion as to the 
responsibilities and the duties attaching to a President’s high office. 

The burden of an old song (;f GilWit and Sullivan fs “ let the 
punishment fit the crime ’’ and I sometimes wonder, Sir, what your 
crime has been that you should be condemned to listen in silence day 
by day to spec'ches, sometimes long, sometimes tedious and sometimes 
irrelevant. (Laughter). It may be that your crime has been that 
you yourself made speeches in days gone by, but I feel mire that your 
line of argument, unlike some of these arguments to which we are 
compelled to listen, was alwavs to the point and alvvnvs relevant to 
the question before the Council. 

But if it is now your principal duty to listen, it is still sometimes 
one of your duties to speak, and among the many high qualities that 
are re(|uired for the sue< essful conduct of a President’s duty that of 
speaking at the right time and speaking with judgment and decision 
is perhaps the most important. This judgment and decision can only 
come after a long and careful study leading to a comprehensive know- 
ledge of the rules and the procedure of this Council. 

Another (luaKty re(|uired of the President is that of strict imimrtial- 
ity, and no inclination to political partisanship. 

These qualities, and there are many others almost as important, I 
think it wifi be admitted by everybody you have shown yourself to 
posse.ss It is difficult for me, Sir, to speak about you in your presence 
but I don’t hesitate to say that in you we have found a President who 
by his calm and careful judgment, his decision, and his absolute 
impartiality not only commands our appreciation and out respect but 
who makes us feel that as this Bengal Council grows 4n mge be bas 
performed his part in maintaining and adding to its good tiaditions. 
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Imw MTIHDRA NATI\ BA^Ut ^ir, m of ike membtee 

on ^fis sidcpof the House and mi behalf of myself I join in expressmff < 
out appreciation of the tefy ab^^ and considerate manne/ in wlifcfr^ 
j^ou have dischar^ the duties of your high office. What you had to , 
do •sometime^ was a great strain on yt»u and we are all thanklul to 
yoxk for the n^auner in which you have discharged your dutie<f id con- 
ducting the piyceedings of this Council. 

Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZN^VI; Mr. President, 
Sir, I wWi to associate niysy with all that has fallen fmm my 
friends, Mr. Wilson and Mr: BaAi, and I should like to thank you, 
on behalf of myself and also the Moslem members of this Coujicil, for 
the uniform courtesy you have shown as. I need not say anything 
further on this oeoasion except that we all hope to see you i%ain in 
this Council. 

Dr. H. W. Bt MORENO: Sii^ behalf of the Anglo-Indian com- 
munity wkicli I have the honour to represent in this Council, I should 
like to associate piyself with the remarks made by the previous siieakers. 
Whatevgr class, whatever inteie*st, is represented in this Council we all 
agree that by your ability, tact and judgment, you have fitly won 
admiration in your occupation of the presidential chair. You have been 
severe in your manner sometimes, calling us to t)rder ami even calling 
on U8 to withdniw if our remarks are unparliamenlary, hut we have 
all the time felt that in you lay a kind heart overlooking our many faults 
and foibles ; and we have grown more and more to appreciate yoifr many 
qualities of head and heart that liuve exalted you in the# position you 
occupy. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKHERJl! Sir, on behalf of the nominated members, 

I express our heart-felt appreciation to you for the service that you 
have rendered as President of this Council. You have acted .with firm- 
ness, with courtesy, and sometimes, Sir, though we have felt unconi- 
fcrtable by your rulings, in the end we have always felt that you have 
been correct in your decisions. • 

4 

Mr. B. OHAKRAVARTI: Sir, I thought that by yeeierday we bad 
done with eloquence, and that I should not have to be ^ a position to 
open my mouth, hut the examples of my friends* and fate compel me 
to say a few word^. Sir, the position of a President is otii of great 
diffigdty. He has to keep the balance even amongst various people, 
^d ii is very diffic^i indeed not to offend somebody or other, but there 
is one thing which you obeerved, and that is not to try 4o please every- , 
body, but to do your duty regard being had to the dignity and honour 

thh Council. Sir, you have already^md that you may nol occupy 
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ib» exalted;^ position that ^ou do to-^y, but I hope. Sir, tlut you will 
find plenty of oc£\ipi^tion 7 ~UBeful occupation — ^in othor 8ph|r66 ol life. 
.\tliank ydu very much. 

%* K 

l^ivi EKRAMUL HUQ:. Sir, on behalf of t£e Tenant Party; 
which qouHiMtH of both Hindus and Muhammadans, I have the privi- 
r lege of associating myself with all that has been said by the pre^ous 
speakers. I ueed^not say more, but that your ten vre^of^ office has been 
marked not by severity, but by an attempt to conduct the businea# of 
this House with impartiality and dignitji. * 

* \ 

Mr^ PRESIDENTS I thank you gentlemen for the kind words that 
you have used towards me. 

At this ^tage the Registrar to the Council announced to the Hon’ble 
the Pftsident that His Excellency the GGveruor w^as without. 

The Hon’ble the President then left his seat on the finU and met 
His Excellency at the head of the east staircase. His Excellency tlicn 
entered the Council Chamber in pit>cession, and, at the request of the 
Hon’ble the President, took his seat in the Presidential Chair, the 
Hon’hle the President being seated on His Excelleiv^ y’s right. 


His Exoallsnoy the Governor’s address. 

HIS EXCELLENCY the GOVERNOR of BENGAL (Sir Hugh 
LanedOwn Stoflhonson): (jentlcmen, on the eve of the dissolu- 
tion o\ the Council it is obviously suitable that the Governor 
should wMsh god-speed to the members and review the work that has 
been accomplished since they first assembled to take their part in the 
constitutional Government of the Presidency, and I was all the moje 
desirous of coming among you to-day because after a long personal 
association with the Ijegislative Council of Bengal, this is the last 
opportunity I shall have of addressing you. But the very fact of this 
association makes it the more difficult) for me to undertake an impartial 
appraisejneut of the controversies, inseparable fr(»m Parliamentary / 
development, in w*hi(‘h X have myself taken part and I shall, therefore, 
edntent myself with a brief review of the general facts and tendencies 
during the lif^ of the pi'eseiit Council. 

The chief landmark has been the election by yourselves of your own 
President. We owe a debt of gratitude to Sir Evan Cotton foj* accom> 
plishing the task of guiding the somewhat torfientiai waters of the 
reformed Council into the safe channel of precedent, but I think wo 
can say that the wisdom of Parliament has been justified in setting 
an early ieim^to the period of tutelage and we need havew^^fear that 
the Council #ill ever be unable to produce frcun its own members men 
capable of guidiug its destinies 
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as d!ect ea&not be seea till the oomiog Meetmua, is tbe ret^vjd* 
the disgaalification ^hieh prej^ented women from Iming Voters. 


The le^slative output has been^mall. Apart from eme{gem* 5 * 
]x{ea8Ui*ea, it has consisted mainly of small amendments to* ecisting 
Aets necessitated by altered circumstances and the ta^o measures 9f 
importance pat^di ar% the Dacca XTniversjfy Act apd the Howrah 
Baidge Act. There has been a considerable increase in the number of 
private Members’ Bills — an indication of an increasing desire for con- 
structive work — while the fji^t t^at only two out of .‘10 have actually 
been passed is a proof, I think, that the Council lealises the danger 
of piecemeal or haphasard legislation, and it is by means wf resolu- 
tions and the discussions on the Government proposals^ iimmeial or 
otherwise, that the Council has maje its weight principally felt. 

I think the historian of the future* will say that the life-time of 
the present Council has been W critical period of its development. All 
are working for the same end, but there has been a clash of political 
theories and practices. At the commeiufeiuent, we had with us 
Ministers taken* fitnn the elected members of this Council and adminis- 
tering the departments for which this Council was peculiarly respon- 
sible. ‘five storm has centered round them and after many vicissitudes, 
they have temporarily disappeared, their depUrtments are no longer 
the peculiar responsibility of this Council and the main featuie of the 
scheme embodied in the Government of India Act to transfer respon- 
sibility to the people is for the time 1>eing eliminated. * 

As a member of the Southhorough Committee, I persollally regret it, 
but time alone will show whether this or the throwing out of the 
departmental budgets will hasten the advent of the ideal we are all 
working to materialise. Of this, at least I am confident that the storm 
and stress has not lieen in vain an<l that whatever may l)e the outcome^ 
it has been a stage in the development of the political life of Bengal. 

You, gentlemen, have now* to face the toils and risks of a general 
election. It is right that all should lie confident of success, but some 
at least must necessarily fall out by the way. It is useless to ignore 
the general apprehension that the <oniing elections will give occasion 
for a further outburst of the communal passions, which (t^ve been respon- 
sible for so much suffering already and which ve unfortunately not 
yet allayed. A great respcjnsibility rests on all parties afd on all 
individual candidates to use their utmost endeavour to pr(*vent this 
danger materialising. Eicitement is inseparable from elections and 
our experience has shown that in times of communal tension, each side 
sees provocation in every act of the other. The danger can be avoided 
only if each individual resolves that in his every act and speech he 
srill kti peace before him as his aim. 
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afii^jliortly leaving Beng»l«alter 31 yeafa in hw aervioe, and no^’inaa 
unmoved when he ie parting jilk luwemaiaQiia in which he hae 
^passed the greater part of his life. I am retumingeto Bihar where 
I begun my official life when it was associated with Bengal, dnd.I^ 
look forv^ard to a happy, and, I trust, a ueelul term there and to the 
renewal of many pleasant friendships, but I sincerely hope thaf 1 
shall not lose the \nany driends I ha^ made In Btengalt 

My connection wjth this Council, or its predecessors, began in 1^10 
when my first official act li'as the introduction of the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Bill. Since then, I have pla;^ed ihany parts on this stage and 
more especially of late years it has fallen to my lot to be protagonist 
in many coijjroversies and it has been my duty to put forward views 
and pr^s for action repugnant to many cf you; nevertheless I shall 
always have the happiest recollections of pleasant personal relation- 
ships with members of ail shades of opinion and valued friendships, 
formed within these walls. I am v^ry grateful for the understanding 
sympathy that has made these recollections possible. 

I 

This Council now stands prorogued. 

His fexcellency the Governor then left the Council Chamber in 
procession. 

Headed by the leader of the House, each member walked up to the 
Presidential chair and took leave of the President. The Prfssident then 
left the Chamber in procession. The members then dispersed. 


B. Q* o. eowit. 
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U126, the Bengal, 42. 

Demand for grant-^ * 

26 — Police, 8(). 

Hularghat to Khuluu, licamo|r fares 
from, 11. 

P^na riots, 61. 


Sarktr, Bak^ Naimranfan 

Doinniids for grants — 

*27 — Ports and Pilotage, 81. « 

11— Civil Works, 86. 

56 — Construction of Irrigation 
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